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Blow for future of libraries 
as council slashes funding 
by 22 per cent in budget 


BRIDGEND County Borough 
Council, which has suffered a 3.3 
per cent cut in real terms in its 
budget, is cutting 20 per cent 
from the funding of its library 
service. 

The cut to library funding was original¬ 
ly set at about six per cent in the draft 
budget which was produced in November. 

But when the final budget came before 
cabinet on Tuesday, an additional cut was 
included that will take the overall drop in 
funding for libraries to more than 20 per 
cent. 

Library services have taken the biggest 
hit in this budget and officers stated that 
the extra reduction for the service would 
mean the loss of more libraries. 

It had already been decided to close 
three valley libraries - at Caerau, 
Nantymoel and Blaengarw. The mobile 
library routes have been altered to include 
extra visits to these areas. 

Officers have warned that making this 
cut would also reduce public access to 
ICT, as all libraries now have computers. 

The council will also fail to meet the 
Welsh Public Libraries Standard. 


by JAYNE ISAAC 

Overall, the Well Being sector of the 
council, which includes libraries, has suf¬ 
fered a 6.2 per cent cut, which is the aver¬ 
age cut across all departments, although 
some departments have had an increase 
including adult social care and children. 

The council has approved an overall 
budget of £232.957,000. This is £200,000 
more than was proposed in the draft budg¬ 
et in November. 

But in the financial year 2010-11, 
which ends on March 31, the council is 
expected to have spent £233,894,000. 

The new budget includes £3.5m for 
increases in pay and prices, with a further 
£2.9m for various budget pressures. This 
leaves spending of £232,957 after rejig¬ 
ging of spending between various depart¬ 
ments. 

Having the budget at that level means 
council tax will rise by almost £40 at 
Band D. This will take council tax up to 
£l,096.95p. 

The Police precept and the precept 
from the relevant town or community 
council have to be added to that figure to 
give the final total that council taxpayers 


will have to find. 

Householders with properties in higher 
bands will pay a higher amount while 
those in lower bands will pay a lower. 

The cut in funding from the Assembly 
to the council of 1.4 per cent is the same 
as the Welsh average. The council gets 
funding of £1,310 per head - £10 per 
head below the Welsh average. 

Officers say that the cut in real terms is 
3.3 per cent. 

Other proposals approved within the 
budget include: 

• A lOp increase in school meals. The 
possibility of charging pupils for music 
lessons is also to be investigated. 

• Cutting the £20,000 grant to the 
Homestart charity, which means that its 
operations in Bridgend and Pencoed will 
have to cease unless alternative funding 
can be found 

• Switching off every other street light 
from midnight to 5 am except in areas 
where anti social behaviour has been a 
problem; also where the council’s CCTV 
cameras would be adversely affected. 

(STORY CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 10) 


MAESGWYN HOSPITAL CLOSURE 
WILL HELP FUND CARE HOME 

- health board chiefs tell public meeting in Bryneithin 


Report by JAYNE ISAAC 


A PUBLIC meet- 
ing in Bryncethin 
heard that the 
money saved by 
closing Maesgwyn 
hospital would be 
redirected into 
providing better 
care for people in 
their own homes. 

Paul Stauber, director 
of planning for the 
ABM local health board 
said that since the clo¬ 
sure of Morlais ward a 
few weeks ago, when 
patients had been trans¬ 
ferred to the new, pur¬ 
pose-built Angelton 
Clinic at Glanrhyd 
Hospital, there was 
only one ward left at 
the hospital. 

Teilo ward has 20 
beds including four 
beds used to provide 
respite care. 

Dorothy Edwards, 
locality director for 
both the board and 
BCBC, said that there 
was a need to improve 
the way that respite 
care is delivered as it 
was often inappropriate 
for young respite 
patients to be located in 
four bedded bays, often 
with elderly people 
with different needs. 

There was also the 
risk of infection. 


In all, 19 people use 
the respite beds at 
Maesgwyn and all the 
patients and fa mi lies 
have been spoken to in 
a bid to assess needs 
and options. 

The board will pro¬ 
vide respite care from 
the end of February in 
either residential or 
nursing homes in the 
area and it will remain 
free for the patient. 

The other patients 
accommodated at 
Maesgwyn are mainly 
people who have been 
assessed as needing 
long-term care and are 
waiting to move on to 
either a nursing or care 
home. 

There has been an 
issue with people stay¬ 
ing at Maesgwyn for 
longer than necessary - 
because of delays in 
putting a care package 
together for them. 

She said that 
Maesgwyn was a nurse- 
led hospital and only 
had a weekly doctor’s 
round. 

There were no diag¬ 
nostic or support servic¬ 
es on site. 

At present, there are 
13 long-term patients at 
Maesgwyn and they 


and their families have 
also been spoken to. 

Efforts are being 
made to manage their 
discharge and make 
suitable arrangements. 

If some need on-going 
NHS care, they will be 
transferred to a hospital 
setting. 

Alex Howells, direc¬ 
tor of primary care and 
mental health services, 
stated that the changes 
were driven by a differ¬ 
ent rationale which 
attempts to prevent peo¬ 
ple from coming into 
hospital at all in the 
first place - and, if they 
are admitted, to getting 
them home as soon as 
possible by providing a 
suitable package of 
care. 

She said that care 
packages are tailored to 
the needs of the 
patients. The board has 
invested £1.2m into 
community care and 
this has started to 
impact on the use of 
hospital services. 

“Hospitals are not 
always the best places 
to care for people. 

“We have to look at 
the shape of the servic¬ 
es we provide and make 
sure that we have the 


right workforce.” 

As a result of prob¬ 
lems in recruiting doc¬ 
tors to ABM, medical 
expertise had to be 
focused on a small 
number of hospital sites 
- in Princess of Wales 
and Maesteg Hospitals. 

It was decided to 
keep Maesgwyn open 
and divert people there 
from POW, doctors 
would also have to be 
diverted away to treat 
them, leaving the other 
hospitals short. 

She said that it was 
not a matter of provid¬ 
ing hospital beds any 
more - but of putting 
the right care in place 
to suit each patient. 

Dorothy Edwards 
stated that closing 
Maesgwyn would free 
up resources to improve 
the community services 
available. 

This service is 
known as CISS - the 
Community Integrated 
Intermediate Service - 
which only operates 
five days a week at 
present but there is also 
emergency cover if 
needed out of hours. 

The 70-strong team, 
led by a consultant, 
includes nurses, phys¬ 


ios, other therapists and 
care assistants. It can be 
called in by GPs to treat 
sick people at home and 
avoid them going into 
hospital. 

It also provides a 
reablement service for 
people when they come 
out of hospital and care 
packages last up to 12 
weeks. 

Paul Stauber 
explained that they 
wanted to get away 
from hospital-led 
approaches to care and 
focus on providing care 
to people at home: 

“The clinical view is 
that going into hospital 
is the worst thing for a 
patient. 

“We need to keep 
people at home and 
ensure that we put the 
resources in. It’s about 
providing care for peo¬ 
ple in a different way.” 

There will be no 
redundancies among the 
23-strong workforce 
and all permanent staff 
will be redeployed. 

“They have s ki lls 
that we need,” said 
Dorothy Edwards. 

“We want to put 
more investment into 
the community servic- 

eS (CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 9) 


Porthcawl students 
raise cash for LATCH 



ABOVE: Sandra Owen from LATCH with the pupils. 


SIXTH Form students from 
Porthcawl Comprehensive 
School handed over a cheque 
for £300 to Sandra Owen, rep¬ 
resenting the charity ‘LATCH’ 
(originally Llandough Aims to 
Treat Children with Cancer 
and Leukaemia with Hope, but 
now based at the new 
Children’s Hospital in 
Cardiff). 

LATCH provides care and support 
to parents and young people who are 
affected by cancer and leukaemia. 

The money had been raised by 
pupils at the close of 2010 through a 
series of voluntary activities. 

Students who are members of the 


‘Head Team’ at the school explained 
the special affection that the LATCH 
charity held for them through their 
association with former pupils and 
local families helped by the organisa¬ 
tion. 

The students revealed that they 
planned future support for the charity 
by organising a no uniform day on 
April 15, 2011. 

At the handover event in the school 
library, Sandra Owen explained that 
the LATCH charity had its roots in 
Porthcawl, before becoming embed¬ 
ded in the wider health trust area. 

She welcomed the enriched li nk s 
with Porthcawl Comprehensive, not 
least because of pupil connections to 
affected families. 


Vale man a victim of 
‘reckless US homicide’ 


THE family of a Penarth man 
has seen a man in the United 
States cleared of his murder, 
but convicted of reckless 
manslaughter and weapons 
offences. 

Lavern Ritch, aged 37, was on 
holiday in New Jersey in 2007 when 
he was stabbed by 49-year-old 
Robert Davies. 


Davies claimed he had acted in 
self-defence because he thought Mr 
Ritch was part of group out to hurt 
or kill him. 

However, the court heard that 
Mr Ritch had held up his hands 
and told Davies he was trying to 
help him. 

Davies, who is yet to be sen¬ 
tenced, faces up to 10 years in jail. 
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Cyber warfare and seeing 
how to cope with fear of 
drowning on a simulated 
naval defence exercise 

W J 

▼ T d 


WESTMINSTER 
NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
writes an 
exclusive report 
from Westminster 
for GEM readers 



THAT is 
the most 
dangerous 
thing I have done 
recently? My last 
article detailed the 
Defence Select 
Committees visit to 
Afghanistan, this 
one will detail 
more defence visits. 

The first was for dis¬ 
cussions between the 
NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly Defence and 
Security Committee and 
the US Government. We 
discussed Afghanistan, 
ballistic missile defence 
and cyber warfare. 

The agenda was 
packed with meetings in 
the Pentagon, Missile 
Defence Agency, Senate 
and House of 
Representatives and 
think tanks, before visit¬ 
ing a range of cutting 
edge US navy ships. 

Representing NATO 
were 32 MPs from 20 
NATO counties, four of 
us from the UK. 

Security measures were 
high as we entered all of 
the buildings - mobile 
phones and camera 
removed and often 
meetings in sound 
proofed rooms. 
Washington was the city 
outside of the bus we 


glimpsed as we moved 
between meetings. 

Afghanistan discus¬ 
sions focused on the dif¬ 
ficult task of moving 
towards transitioning 
responsibility from 
ISAF forces to the 
Afghan Government on 
a province-by-province 
basis. 

There was also con¬ 
siderable discussion on 
life after 2014/15 when 
the Afghan Government 
will take full control of 
the country and the 
ISAF forces will remain 
in a training role. 

The question then to 
be asked is about the 
role and structure of 
NATO’s forces post 
2015. 

Cyber warfare is seen 
as a major threat in the 
years ahead. Our 
increased reliance on 
computer databases and 
networks in a globalised 
economy poses poten¬ 
tial high level risks to us 
as individuals, as 
nations and as NATO 
allies. 

As individuals we 
know about risky 
emails, internet bank¬ 
ing, computer virus and 
hacking. At national, 
regional and interna¬ 
tional level these threats 
are magnified. 

There is little chance 


to know where an attack 
has come from or who 
the enemy is, where it is 
another state or interna¬ 
tional criminal gangs. 

Ballistic missile 
defence is growing in 
importance as nuclear 
expansion is seen as a 
potential source of 
future threat. Missile 
defence is expensive 
and with many new Tea 
Party Republican sena¬ 
tors it was important to 
hear from them how 
they viewed defence 
spending in the future. 

Interestingly, while 
security was tight in 
Washington once we 
climbed on board the 
ships to view the new 
developments, cameras 
and phones were 
allowed everywhere. 

Back in the UK, these 
themes were taken for¬ 
ward again when I trav¬ 
elled to Plymouth, with 
the Defence Committee, 
to look, at our navy and 
how it is coping with 
defence cuts. In 
America I had met with 
shock at the range and 
size of the cuts made. 

Here in the UK there 
has been a determina¬ 
tion to do the best with 
the hand that has been 
dealt. There is a great 
deal of concern about 
cuts to pay and 


allowance and rightly 
so. Personnel will be 
reduced to 29,000. 

Harrier planes and 
the Ark Royal are gone, 
amphibious capability is 
reduced and only 19 
frigates and destroyers 
and 14 mine sweepers 
will remain in service 
by 2020. 

Plymouth Devonport 
is the largest naval base 
in western Europe. In 
the dark, we climbed 
down a muddy slope to 
waiting hovercrafts to 
take us onto HMS 
Albion. The ship was 
on dark running, no 
lights were showing and 
most lights were 
dimmed inside the ship. 

Climbing up and 
down ship’s ladders in 
the dark was an experi¬ 
ence. I admit to prefer¬ 
ring the stairs used by 
marines, carrying heavy 
packs they use wide 
stairs rather than verti¬ 
cal ladders. 

HMS Albion is a 
landing platform dock 
used to carry and land 
the Navy’s amphibious 
task force, equipment 
and vehicles. The vehi¬ 
cle deck is huge and 
capable of holding a 
variety of vehicle and 
trailers, including tank s 
and landing craft. 

The front of the vehi¬ 


cle deck opens to allow 
direct access into the 
sea or onto shore. The 
flight deck can operate 
two helicopters at a 
time, with a third air¬ 
craft parked. 

We slept on board 
overnight, leaving early 
the next morning as the 
weather closed in - we 
may not have got off 
once the ship was out in 
the channel. 

We visited HMS 
Raleigh the initial train¬ 
ing school for naval rat¬ 
ings and reservists. 
Watching navy 
reservists on exercise in 
a simulator containing 
damage to a ship that 
had suffered torpedo 
attacks was stunning. 

Imagine climbing 
down into a rolling 
metal space with water 
gushing through holes 
in the side, as the water 
fills and the space hatch 
covers and equipment 
disappear below the 
water. 

Working as a team, 
your job is to stem the 
powerful jets of water 
pouring in threatening 
to sink the ship. As the 
water rises, you struggle 
to keep your feet and 
control your fear of 
drowning as the water 
edges towards the ceil¬ 
ing, knowing you are in 


the bowels of the ship. 

To say I was 
impressed is to put it 
lightly. I watched as a 
petite young woman 
took a leadership role 
and battled the water, to 
plug the gaping holes. 
Her day job is as a rail¬ 
way ticket inspector. 

Finally, we visited 
HMS Turbulent , a 
nuclear submarine 
whose crew face 
extended nine month 
deployments to save the 
nuclear core alongside 
pay and allowance cuts. 

Nine months away 
from family, mostly 
without sunlight and 
confined in tight 
restricted space with 
bunks shared between 
shifts. We owe them all 
a great deal. 

Back to my first 
question about the most 
dangerous thing I have 
done recently. Well, in 
terms of harm and 
injury, it was definitely 
putting out my recy¬ 
cling! 

Running back and 
forth with my boxes and 
bags I went flying and 
am now typing with my 
swollen hand in a splint. 
So beware of recycling, 

I find it’s a dangerous 
activity. 


Talk on quilting 


MYNYDD CYNFFIG WI 


ON February 8, at 
Pisgah Chapel 
Vestry, 36 members 
of the WI met for 
their monthly meet¬ 
ing, when the first 
hour was taken 
with branch busi¬ 
ness and plans for 
many branch and 
federation activities 
during the coming 
spring. 

The speaker was Mrs 
Gayney Jones, from 
Margam village, who 
entertained members 
with a spontaneous and 
lively talk about her pas¬ 


sion and interest in 
patchwork and quilting. 

Mrs Jones had won a 
spectacular quilt during a 
visit to Birmingham 
NEC and had brought 
the quilt for us to see. 

It was a wonderful 
piece of handwork and 
something to treasure 
forever. 

Mrs Eirwen de Vries 
gave the vote of thanks 
and refreshments were 
served. 

On February 22 at St 
Theodore’s Church, 
Father Jonathon Hurley 
will rededicate the 
Mynydd Cynfftg WI ban- 


PORTHCAWL ROTARY 
CLUB CELEBRATES 
FESTIVE SUCCESS 

THE Rotary Club of Porthcawl held its 
first fundraising event of 2011 when sup¬ 
porters were invited to a Race Night on 
January 24 at the Hi Tide Inn. 

This has become a regular event eagerly awaited 
by Rotarians and their supporters. Great fun was the 
object of the exercise, along with a successful 
fundraising effort. 

The end of 2010 was marked with a new fundrais¬ 
ing event, as well as the usual annual events. At the 
end of 2010, the Rotary Club, in conjunction with All 
Saints Church, introduced the Christmas Tree 
Festival to the town for the first time. 

This was well supported and the venue has already 
been booked again for the festival to take place in 
December 2012. 

A spokesman for the club said: “The residents of 
and visitors to Porthcawl are always most generous 
throughout the year. However at Christmastime they 
all seem to excel themselves when the Carolcade 
goes by or the street collection is in full swing.” 

He added a “very big thank you” to residents and 
visitors at Porthcawl for supporting the events. 


Pensioner’s warm hospitality 
for Assembly’s First Minister 


BRIDGEND pensioner, Mrs Marian 
Powis, recently had a VIP visit from First 
Minister for Wales, Carwyn Jones, as part 
of Fuel Poverty Awareness Day. 

The event, led by campaigning charity National 
Energy Action Cymru, raised awareness of fuel 
poverty, the effects it has on over 320,00 households 
across Wales, and the help and support available. 

The pensioner qualified for a HEES grant to have 
her central heating system replaced after her old 
boiler broke down and couldn’t be fixed. She also 
received energy efficiency advice aimed at keeping 
her safe and warm throughout the winter, a 
spokesperson explained. 

Mrs Powis, who is 77, said: “The work done has 
been fantastic. The house has benefited from the 
installation of a replacement gas boiler, and I have 
been given some useful energy advice to help me 
stay warm, healthy and out of debt. 

“The heating doesn’t need to be on long before it 
gets the whole house warm and it stays warm. I 
couldn’t believe it at first when they said it was 
free.” 

Carwyn Jones, who is also the Assembly Member 
for Bridgend, said: “It was delightful meeting with 
Mrs Powis today and hearing about her experiences. 

“The Welsh Assembly Government recognises the 
need to help low income and vulnerable groups keep 
their homes warm at an affordable cost and the vital 
health benefits this can bring which is why I wel¬ 
come and support NEA’s Fuel Poverty Awareness 
Day. 

“It is vital that people understand the importance 
of keeping safe and well during the winter and I 
would urge them to find out more about the help that 
is available from the Welsh Government and energy 
suppliers.” 

NEA Cymru Director Nuria Zolle said: “Living in 
a cold, damp home can lead to a number of physical 
and mental health issues and exacerbates respiratory 
and coronary problems, which can be fatal. 

“We’re using this year’s Fuel Poverty Awareness 
Day to draw attention to the health effects of living 
in a cold home.” 

NEA is urging people who are worried about their 



ABOVE: Mrs Marian Powis with First 
Minister Carwyn Jones, AM for Bridgend. 


energy bills to call the Home Heat Helpline (0800 33 
66 99) where they can access a range of help and 
support from a variety of sources including energy 
companies. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 24) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in Barry, 
the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

17 Thur 

05.27 

9.5 

17.49 

9.5 

18 Fri 

06.12 

10.1 

18.40 

10.2 

19 Sat 

07.01 

10.5 

19.22 

10.4 

20 Sun 

07.41 

10.8 

19.59 

10.6 

21 Mon 

08.24 

10.7 

20.39 

10.2 

22 Tues 

09.05 

10.4 

21.26 

9.8 

23 Wed 

09.48 

9.7 

22.08 

9.2 

24 Thur 

10.31 

8.9 

22.49 

8.7 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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‘Wales spends MORE than 
England on treating cancer' 


I WAS disappointed 
to read the column by 
Alun Cairns MP /AM 
in your paper on 
January 20 about 
access to cancer drugs 
in Wales. 

His comments will 
worry patients unnec¬ 
essarily, but sadly is 
the type of irresponsi¬ 
ble nonsense he seems 
to excel in. 

We do not see a 
need for such a sepa¬ 
rate cancer drug fund 
in Wales, as all new 
drugs that are deemed 
clinically and cost 
effective by NICE or 
the All Wales 
Medicines Strategy 
Group are provided 
on the NHS. 

Where these drugs 
are not approved, or 
are waiting approval, 
mechanisms are in 
place to ensure consis¬ 
tent access for 
patients in exceptional 


circumstances. 

In Wales, we spend 
£19.70 more per head 
of population on 
treating cancer than 
in England. 

The additional can¬ 
cer drug fund 
announced by the UK 
Government will only 
increase the amount 
spent in England by 
about £4 per head - 
still well short of the 
amount spent in 
Wales. 

We are maintaining 
our investment in the 
health service in cash 
terms over the next 
three years - despite 
the impact of the UK 
Government’s cuts to 
the Welsh budget. 

By 2013/14, the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government's total 
annual budget will 
have been reduced by 
£1.8bn. Despite this, 
we will continue to 


invest 40 per cent of 
our revenue budget - 
by far the largest sin¬ 
gle budget - in health 
and social services, in 
order to protect the 
most vulnerable in 
society. 

As a Government, 
we are committed to 
tackling inequality. 

Free prescriptions 
removes the unfair¬ 
ness in the previous 
system where people 
with conditions like 
heart disease, high 
blood pressure, or 
those who have had 
an organ transplant 
were not entitled to 
free prescriptions, 
despite being able to 
benefit significantly 
from them. 

Likewise, car park¬ 
ing charges fall heavi¬ 
ly on people frequent¬ 
ly attending NHS hos¬ 
pitals, whether they 
are patients, staff or 


visitors. They are at 
best an inconvenience 
and at worst an unfair 
tax on ill-health. 

If patients are able to 
get the treatment they 
need, it will ultimately 
help to reduce the 
long term cost to the 
health service. 

Thanks to invest¬ 
ment in earlier diag¬ 
nosis and treatment 
through more screen¬ 
ing and new equip¬ 
ment, and prevention 
through education 
and awareness, more 
people are now sur¬ 
viving longer with 
cancer. 

That's the truth of 
the matter - and per¬ 
haps Mr Cairns 
would like to join me 
in celebrating that 
fact! 

EDWINA HART AM 
Minister for Health 
and Social Services 


Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL. Email: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk. Printed by NWN Ltd. 
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Emergency services join the 
Safer Porthcawl partnership 


SAFER Porthcawl is the name of a new 
initiative set up between police, fire serv¬ 
ice, ambulance service and the coast¬ 
guard. 

Carl Evans of the Fire Service told Porthcawl 
Town Council that the initiative comes under the 
auspices of the Safer Bridgend Partnership. 
Everyone will work together for a safer Porthcawl. 

He said that work had already been done with 
older pupils of Porthcawl Comprehensive and St 
Clare’s School on road accidents. 

They have also completed an exercise to warn of 
the dangers of going onto the ice when ponds 
freeze over. 

“Before Christmas, ponds at the Wilderness and 
also Kenfig Pool froze over and there were reports 
of children skating on Kenfig Pool. We are trying 
to warn youngsters of the dangers,” he added. 

He invited Porthcawl Town Council to nominate 


| by JAYNE ISAAC | 

a member to sit on the committee and Coun Chris 
Smart said that this was a good idea. He proposed 
discussing it at the next meeting. 

Coun Gerald Davies welcomed the new partner¬ 
ship, which he said operated on a strategic level. 

Coun Norah Clarke also welcomed the idea and 
said that the dangers of people falling through the 
ice need to be highlighted, but pointed out that no 
councillor could be appointed until the council’s 
annual meeting, under existing protocol. 

Coun Smart suggested that while the annual 
meeting would need to discuss this, someone could 
be asked to attend pro tern until a permanent dele¬ 
gate can be appointed. 

It was agreed to ask Mayor Mary Emment Lewis 
to attend the next meeting. 


Llangeinor man jailed after 
repeat petrol station thefts 


by AJ SICLUNA 


A BRIDGEND 
motorist who 
repeatedly made off 
from petrol stations 
without paying in 
the Bridgend and 
Maesteg areas, has 
been sentenced to 
20-weeks imprison¬ 
ment at Cardiff 
Crown Court.. 

Gareth Harding (33) 
of Llangeinor, Bridgend, 
had pleaded guilty 
before Vale Magistrates 


to three charges of mak¬ 
ing off without paying 
for petrol. 

He also asked the 
court to take into consid¬ 
eration five further 
offences of making off 
without paying for 
petrol. 

He was also in breach 
of a 32-week suspended 
sentence for affray. 

Prosecutor Laurence 
Jones said the affray 
occurred at the Roof 


Club, Bridgend, when 
fighting broke out. Two 
men were attacked by 
the defendant and anoth¬ 
er man, and one was 
punched and kicked 
while on the ground. 

Mr Jones said he 
made off without paying 
for petrol worth over 
£200 and each time he 
was inevitably spotted 
on closed circuit TV. 

He later said he had 
been short of money and 


“thought he would get 
away with it.” 

Suzanne Thomas, his 
counsel, said: “He 

knows he has no-one to 
blame but himself.” 

She said he failed to 
carry out an unpaid work 
for the community order 
because he had been car¬ 
rying out groundwork in 
Newcastle. He said he 
wished to repay the 
garages for the petrol. 

Judge David Winn 
Morgan said: “I’m afraid 
custody is inevitable.” 


Primary school re-organisation 
goes ahead after consultation 


PROPOSALS to extend the catchment 
areas of two borough primary schools 
have been approved by BCBC cabinet 
members. 

A two-month public consultation on plans to 
close Pandy Infants and allocate its catchment area 
to nearby Tondu Primary brought no objections. 

Cabinet agreed that Pandy should now close at 
the end of August this year, and reopen as part of 
Tondu in September until a time when the school 
can operate on a single site. 

A consultation on plans to close Heol-y-Cyw 
Primary School and change the catchment area of 
Pencoed Primary, but maintain provision on the 
Heol-y-Cyw site for up to three years also brought 
no objections. 

Now cabinet have approved plans to make the 
Heol-y-Cyw site part of an enlarged Pencoed 
Primary until the end of the summer term 2014, or 
sooner if the new Pencoed Primary can be built in 
the next three years. The position will be reviewed 
in the future if the start date for building a replace¬ 
ment school remains uncertain. 

Coun Alana Davies, cabinet member for children 
and young people, said: “I’m pleased that we are 


able to move forward with these plans which are 
such a key part of our school modernisation pro¬ 
gramme. 

“We have consulted extensively with the commu¬ 
nity and have held many meetings to find a sensible 
and positive solution for all the children in the 
affected schools. We fully expect this to be a smooth 
transition with minimal disruption, and we will now 
be working closely with the four schools to ensure 
this is the case.” 


Caerau gets the 
BMX factor! 


BCBC cabinet 
members have 
given the go-ahead 
for a new BMX 
track to be devel¬ 
oped in the Llynfi 
Valley. 

They agreed to grant 


Operation Magnitude: 

police in drugs swoop 


SOUTH WALES 
POLICE arrested 
14 people and sum¬ 
monsed another 
nine to appear in 
court following a 
day of action 
against drugs in 
Bridgend and the 
Vale last week. 

Detective Inspector 
Huw Thomas of Barry 
CID said that Operation 
Magnitude was imple¬ 
mented to pro-actively 
target the use and supply 
of illegal drugs in the 
two county boroughs. 

Drugs including 
amphetamine, valium, 
cannabis, and diazepam 
were seized by officers 


as well as £1,375 in 
cash: “Officers from 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Teams, CID, PCSOs and 
the force tactical unit 
worked together, acting 
on information and intel¬ 
ligence provided by the 
local community. 

The areas targeted are 
also linked with occur¬ 
rences of anti-social 
behaviour which is hav¬ 
ing a detrimental effect 
on the quality of life of 
residents,” he explained. 

“Serious drug use has 
a direct effect on crime, 
as users frequently need 
to commit crime in order 
to support their daily 
habits.” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion about drug use or 


trafficking can call 
South Wales Police by 
dialling 101 or calling 
Crimestoppers, anony¬ 
mously, on 0800 555 
111 . 

The Wales Drug and 
Alcohol Helpline (0808 
141 0044) is a free and 
bilingual telephone 
drugs helpline providing 
a single point of contact 
for anyone in Wales 
wanting further informa¬ 
tion or help relating to 
drugs or alcohol. 

This service is avail¬ 
able to individuals, their 
families, or carers want¬ 
ing advice or support. 


a 30-year lease to 
Caerau Development 
Trust to develop part of 
the council-owned 
Coegnant Colliery Land 
Reclamation Scheme. 

Grant funding is 
being sought as part of 
the Welsh Assembly 
Government’s Western 
Valleys Strategic 
Regeneration Area pro¬ 
gramme. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for 
resources, said: “This is 
a really exciting devel¬ 
opment for Caerau. 

Not only will it be 
used by BMX enthusi¬ 
asts in the Llynfi Valley 
and the wider borough, I 
fully expect this to 
become a major tourism 
asset which may well 
draw visitors from 
across south Wales. 

“I’m delighted that 
part of the former 
Coegnant Colliery site is 
being put to such posi¬ 
tive use, and is a great 
example of the authority 
working with partners 
like the Caerau 
Development Trust, to 
create a sustainable 
project which meets 
community need and is 
community led.” 


CHURCH CELEBRATES 
CANDLEMASS AT KENFIG 



PHOTOGRAPHS by KEITH E MORGAN 



Cheques are 
handed over 
to good causes 


NEWS FROM PORTHCAWL 
TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD 


THE Feast of 
Candlemass, the 
presentation of 
Christ in the Temple, 
was celebrated in St 
Theodore’s Church, 
Kenfig Hill, at a 
family service on 
Sunday, February 6. 

The Rev Jonathan 
Durley officiated 
and ensured that 
everyone had a 
Christingle. 

Council’s 
plan to 
attract 
tourists 

AN action plan 
aimed at bringing 
thousands more vis¬ 
itors to Bridgend 
county borough 
over the next five 
years has been rub¬ 
ber-stamped by the 
BCBC cabinet. 

The tourism strategy 
aims to “develop a thriv¬ 
ing visitor economy 
which celebrates the 
unique strengths of the 
place, supports jobs, 
generates business 
opportunities and 
improves the range of 
amenities available for 
visitors and local peo¬ 
ple”. 

Cabinet member 
heard how the local 
tourism industry is 
already worth £246 mil¬ 
lion to the local econo¬ 
my, attracting more than 
3.5 million visitors per 
annum and generating 
4,238 jobs. 

The strategy will aim 
to raise the profile of the 
area, celebrate its diver¬ 
sity and heritage, and 
involve community 
groups and the local 
tourism industry in its 
development. 

As well as agreeing to 
formally adopt the strat¬ 
egy, cabinet members 
gave the go ahead for 
establishing a new 
‘Bridgend Tourism 
Partnership’ to steer it. 

A formal launch of 
the strategy will now 
take place. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for 
resources, said: 

“Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough has a lot to offer 
and we are developing 
more unique selling 
points to attract visitors 
and tourists into the 
area.” 


ABOVE: 

Young members of 
the congregation 
with the finished 
Christingles. 


RIGHT: 
Everyone is hard at 
work making the 
Christingles for the 
service. 


Island 

farm 

decision 

deferred 

BRIDGEND Town 
Council has 
deferred making a 
decision on the 
Island Farm sports 
complex until it has 
received a report 
from the highways 
department, which 
will spell out the 
implications on the 
local highway net¬ 
work. 

The town council held 
a special meeting to dis¬ 
cuss the plan but mem¬ 
bers felt that without this 
crucial document, they 
could make no decision 
one way or the other 
about the scheme, which 
entails large scale provi¬ 
sion of sporting and 
leisure facilities on land 
at the old Island Farm 
prisoner of war camp. 

BCBC planners are 
due to hold a special 
meeting next week to 
make a decision on the 
plan, submitted by HD 
developments but The 
GEM understands that 
this may also have to be 
postponed if the highway 
report is not completed 
in time. 


THE chairman wel¬ 
comed everyone 
and thanked vice- 
chairman Shirley 
for standing in for 
her at the last meet¬ 
ing. 

A cheque for £140 
was presented to Rev 
Marja Fipse for the 
parish of Newton 
Nottage, to purchase 
new altar clothes at All 
Saints church. 

The coffee morning 
was a success and raised 
£72. 

Beryl Jones gave the 
South Wales Federation 
report and announced 
that a cheque for £100 
was being donated to 
‘Help for Heroes’. 

The federation is 
holding an arts and crafts 
exhibition/competition 
and members are very 
enthusiastic about the 
outcome. It is on March 
5 at Whitchurch. 

A report was given 
from the twin guild at 


Mansfield and we hope 
to meet up at our confer¬ 
ence in Birmingham. 

Cath Davies, our resi¬ 
dent tea lady, thanked 
everyone for the flowers 
and cake and good wish¬ 
es on her special birth¬ 
day. We had a nice letter 
from Kerry Phillips after 
we had presented a 
cheque of £660 to the 
Alzheimer’s Society in 
January. 

Having covered all 
our usual business, our 
speaker Mr Ken Watts, 
introduced and enter¬ 
tained us with ‘a 
Policeman’s Lot.’ It was 
very well put together 
with humour and sad¬ 
ness. 

The next meeting will 
be on March 9, when we 
will have our yellow 
sales table. 

It starts at 2pm and all 
are welcome to join us 
and enjoy a cup of tea. 
Betty Smith will enter¬ 
tain us! 

DR 
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‘THE BEST SCHOOL REPORT 
WE HAVE EVER ACHIEVED!’ 
says delighted Headteacher 

Tynyrheol Primary soars to new heights of achievement 


LLANGEINOR’S 
Tynyrheol Primary 
School has come 
through its latest 
inspection with fly¬ 
ing colours, judged 
to be good in all 
areas examined 
when the team of 
four Estyn inspec¬ 
tors spent three 
days at the school 
in November. 

Headteacher Martin 
Griffiths said: “The 
inspectors ‘report is the 
best the school has ever 
received and is a credit 
to everyone involved - 
all our staff, our PTFA, 
parents and especially 
our children, of whom 
we are justly proud.” 

The inspectors’ judg¬ 
ment interprets ‘good’ 
as meaning that the 
school has “many 
strengths and no impor¬ 
tant areas requiring 
improvement.” 

Tynyrheol has made 
huge improvements 
since its centenary in 
2000 with better facili¬ 


ties throughout, includ¬ 
ing its own computer 
suite, better play¬ 
grounds, touch-screen 
interactive white boards 
and other refinements 
that have improved 
facilities for teaching 
and learning. 

The inspectors noted: 
“In comparison to simi¬ 
lar schools, results were 
in the top 25 per cent. 
By year-6 pupils apply 
their skills in numeracy 
effectively in other sub¬ 
jects; for example, in 
history when looking at 
life in World War Two. 

“Many pupils achieve 
well in ICT and use 
their knowledge and 
understanding to inter¬ 
pret and present data 
and to make presenta¬ 
tions. They find out 
information readily for 
themselves using ICT 
confidently.” 

The inspectors’ report 
judges Llangeinor to be 
“a caring community 
where pupils enjoy 
coming to school, wish 
to help each other, feel 
completely safe, lead 
healthy lifestyles and 


help to promote this 
with other pupils.” 

The report also 
decides that the school 
provides a good range 
of enriching learning 
experiences which meet 
the needs of of all learn¬ 
ers, noting that teachers’ 
planning includes clear¬ 
ly defined areas for the 
development of subjects 
and key skills. 

The report says: 
“Across the school, les¬ 
sons are nearly always 
lively and stimulating 
and there are high 
expectations for all.” 

Furthermore, the 
report praises the fact 
that new strategies are 
being developed appro¬ 
priately across the 
school to encourage 
pupil to assess their 
own progress and that 
of others: “These are 
beginning to have a 
positive impact on 
pupils’ understanding of 
what they need to do to 
improve,” it adds. 

On the subject of the 
school’s leadership, the 
report states: “The 
headteacher leads the 


school well and has suc¬ 
ceeded in developing a 
hard-working team who 
share strong commit¬ 
ment to the school. 

“They have high 
expectations of them¬ 
selves and of each other. 
The senior management 
team (the head teacher 
and his deputy) has a 
clear picture of where 
they wish to take the 
school in future and the 
means of getting there.” 

The report also 
states: “The governing 
body is well led and is 
heavily committed to 
the school. It is mindful 
of its responsibilities 
and correctly works 
alongside the profes¬ 
sional leadership to hold 
it constructively to 
account. It is well 
informed about the 
school’s everyday life 
and about the standards 
achieved.” 

On the subject of the 
inspectors’ question¬ 
naire to parents, the 
report states: “Overall, 
they expressed positive 
views of the school. All 
felt that their children 


liked the school and 
made good progress. 
They believed that their 
children were well 
behaved. All thought 
that the teaching was 
good and staff had high 
expectations.” 

Similarly a question¬ 
naire to children found 
that, “all felt safe in 
school and were well 
supported and helped to 
make progress. They 
thought that homework 
was helping them to 
understand and to 
improve their work.” 

Chairman of gover¬ 
nors, Michael Meredith, 
said: “This inspectors’ 
report reflects huge 
credit on the head¬ 
teacher and on the staff 
at every level through¬ 
out the school. There is 
no doubting that 
Tynyrheol Primary is 
now where every gover¬ 
nor wants it to be - 
making measurable 
progress in all spheres. 

“Under its construc¬ 
tive teaching plan, it has 
become a truly positive 
and enriching place.” 


Branch looks forward 
to a pancake evening! 


THE Sker WI met 
on February 10 at 
St David’s Church 
Hall, Nottage, 
when president, 
Nina Charlesworth 
welcomed 50 mem¬ 
bers and a visitor. 

She extended a spe¬ 
cial welcome to the 
former members of 
Nottage WI and report¬ 
ed that Sker darts team 
would be taking part in 
the Glamorgan 
Federation of WIs tour¬ 
nament on Saturday, 
February 19 at 
Llanharry Working 
Men’s Club. 

Nina wished them 
success in the tourna¬ 
ment and hoped they 
would triumph over all 
other teams! 

On March 7, at 8pm, 
Sker will hold a ‘pan¬ 
cake evening’, with pro¬ 
ceeds in aid of the 
Porthcawl RNLI. 


SKER WI NEWS 


Pancakes and tea or cof¬ 
fee will be served. This 
social 

evening will include 
games of Bingo and a 
short Beetle Drive. 
Everyone is welcome; 
entrance £1, inclusive of 
refreshments. 

The speaker for the 
evening was Mr David 
Allen, whose talk 
‘Everest Base Camp 
Trek’ was illustrated 
with photographs taken 
by Mr Allen en route. 

While out in Nepal, 
he was impressed by the 
people, as well as the 
grandeur of the 
Himalayas and set up a 
charity to fund the edu¬ 
cation of one boy. 

Members were given 
the chance to view some 
amazing scenery and 
some unexpected flora 
found during the walk. 

They showed their 
appreciation of Mr 


Allen’s talk by organis¬ 
ing a collection, raising 
£60 for the charity. 

Next month’s meet¬ 
ing will be on Thursday, 
March 10, at 7pm at St 
David’s Hall, Nottage. 
The speaker will be Mr 
Charles, and the title of 
his talk is ‘Diamonds’. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, phone secretary 
Cynthia Sidey on 01656 
786218. BG 


Question time 
in Bridgend 


‘SUSTAINABLE 
WALES’ is holding 
a referendum and 
election ‘Question 
Time’ at the 
Evergreen Hall, 
Angel Street, 
Bridgend, at 8pm 
on Monday, 

February 28. 

The panel will consist 
of election candidates of 
the Labour, Plaid 
Cymru, Conservative, 
Liberal Democrat and 
Green parties. The chair 
will be Margaret 
Minhinnick, director of 


Sustainable Wales. 

She said: “The ques¬ 
tion time is being is held 
because of the immi¬ 
nence of the referendum 
vote on March 3, and the 
next Assembly all-Wales 
election on May 5.” 

Questions are invited 
on any subject, from 
Bridgend constituency, 
Welsh or UK issues. 
Short questions can be 
emailed to to Sustainable 
Wales on 

robertm @ phonecoop. co 
op before Friday, 
February 25. Everyone 
welcome and entrance is 
free. 


VA NEWMAN GLASS QUIZ LEAGUE 

Big win for Nomads 
but Llangewydd stay 
top of First Division 

AS a result of Wanderers. 

matches played on 
Monday, February 
7, positions in the 
First Division are 
unchanged but in 
Division Two there 
are a number of 
changes. 

In Division One, 


Poachers who defeated 
Llynfi Arms won 45- Pyle RFC 45-35. 

38 against Laleston Inn Here are your four 
‘A’, but Tondu Railway from recent games: 

Club just cannot break 1. Which motorway 
the ice, this week losing runs from Cambridge to 
44-42 at home to London? 


Maesteg Catholic Club. 


2. In mythology, 


In Division Two, the which son of Zeus was 
leaders Six Bells had a immersed up to his neck 
rare reversal of fortune, in water which he could 
going down by 45-39 not drink and surrounded 


Llangewydd Arms go away to Laleston Inn ‘B\ by fruits which were 
charging on towards their s0 ^ , ead a , the is etemaU out of reach? 
first title, although they down t0 four points 
were given a stem test by p ^ 


n t 


3. Which former foot¬ 
baller has trained 


Tyrisha Royals, who kept Gamekeepers head the Youmzain into second 
them within reach before 
going down 50-45. 

Heol-y-Cyw RFC. Then de Triomphes? 
comes Laleston Inn ‘B’ 


Their nearest chal¬ 
lengers, Royal Oak 
Nomads, had a surpris¬ 
ingly large win against 
Mackworth Arms by 57- • t 

35. Mackworth have had 
good scores for much of 
the season but in their 
last couple of games they 

ha 01dcaX d -A me W stili bo,tom ^ Llan S einor 
utacastte a are stilt Apr < 


4. Which composer 
who are closely followed was the son-in-law of 
by three teams on 14 Franz Lizst? 


six behind the 

leaders. 

They are Cabo Roche, 
whose 39-38 win con¬ 
signed Oldcastle ‘B’ to 


. ., ., AFC, who lost at home to 

up there with an outside oddfellows Arms by 43- 
chance and this week 
won 46-37 at Coychurch 


34 and Pheasant 


A RUDGE 
(League Hon sec) 

•AduSv/A pjvqjjy p 
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Operation Raven targets town 


BRIDGEND 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Team was 


FUN HALF-TERM DAYS 

...with a purpose 


for and other activities. Parents have the 
and chance to gain information on employ¬ 
ment, debt advice and benefits they 
may be entitled to. 

There will be a free hog roast for all 
adults who register with BTCV's fami¬ 
ly employment initiative, and they can 
speak to local employers about jobs 
available. 

For more details, contact Adrian 
Morgan on 01656 749153 or call into 
Free fun for the kids includes circus the Communities 1st office in Wildmill 
skills, face painting, crafts, go karts or Cornelly. 


BTCV (British Trust 

Conservation Volunteers) 
Communities First are holding 
two family fun and information 
days during half term week. 

They take place on Tuesday, 
February 22, between 11am and 3pm, 
at The Precinct, Wildmill, Bridgend; 
and on Thursday, February 24, 
between llam-3pm, at Gibbons Way, 
North Cornelly, Bridgend. 


Police hunt Kenfig burglar 


POLICE are investigating a burglary at a 
house in Bryndu Road, Kenfig Hill 
between 2am and 7.30am on Friday, 
February 4, when the occupant’s purse, a 
black Samsung digital camera, and a 
mountain bike worth around £1,000 were 
stolen. 

Detective Constable James Rees from Porthcawl 
CID said: “I am appealing for any information with 
regard to this crime. The bicycle is a very distinc¬ 
tive model and is white, with the Marin name in 
black on the frame. 

“While a burglary can be a very distressing expe¬ 
rience for anyone, I would like to reassure residents 
that in the past year, house burglaries have fallen by 
10.2 per cent in the Bridgend area.” 

Anyone with any information with regard to this 
incident is asked to contact DC James Rees at 
Porthcawl CID on 101 or anonymously via 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 



ABOVE: Do you recognise this 
2008 Marin Quad 140? 


joined by Bridgend 
and Barry Response 
Teams and Barry 
NPT, in the fight 
against late night 
crime and disorder in 
Bridgend town cen¬ 
tre, 

Operation Raven 
officers provided “high 
visibility and reassur- 


within the town 
and reported only 
three arrests last 
Friday and Saturday. 

Four ASBO refer¬ 
rals were issued and 
three individuals were 
stopped and searched, 
a spokesman reported. 


How Porthcawl 
choir gave 
Marcia a new 
lease of life... 

PORTHCAWL Choral Society is looking 
to recruit new members at Monday 
rehearsals in Trinity church from 7.15pm- 
9.15pm. 

“There are no restrictions on age....if you can hold 
a tune then age is no concern, young or old or just 
young at heart, everyone will be welcome. We need 
more ladies and we really need a few more men” 
said spokeswoman Marcia Jeffry. 

“Many years ago I sang a lot, in many places. But 
marriage and children and health put a stop to it all 
for many years. In fact, I lost my singing voice com¬ 
pletely for a very long time after having two heart 
attacks. 

“It started to come back, but not as it was. 
However, one of my daughters joined this choir and 
talked me into joining too because she knew how 
much I missed singing 'properly' rather than just 
humming! 

“So, even though my voice was quite weak at 
first, poor and rusty as all get out in fact! But I soon 
started to sound good again. Now I am prepared to 
tackle anything and it has given me a new lease of 
life”. 


Who wants to build what and where in Bridgend? 


Dovey Estates Limited - Land at Waterton Cross 
Roundabout, Heronston Lane, Bridgend - Dev 

of class A3 units for the sale of food/drink to con¬ 
sume on premises and hot food to consume off the 
premises. 

Miss C L Evans -18 Rathbone Terrace, Maesteg 
- Single storey extension to provide shower room. 
Mrs L Williams - 64 Lloyd Street, Maesteg - Two 
storey extension to rear to provide new bathroom 
and en suite shower room. 

The Principality Building Society - 22 Dunraven 
Place, Bridgend - Alteration and conversion of 
first and second floors to residential accommoda¬ 
tion of 2 no. 1 bed flats. 


Mr R M Benyon - 8 Nant y Wennol, Broadlands 

- Two storey and single storey extension and 
boundary wall to northern curtilage of the plot. 
Mr John Potter - 8 Pen y Bryn View, Bryncethin 

- Rear and side single storey extension and 
demolish existing conservatory. 

Bridgend CBC - Land off High Street, Maesteg 

- Placing of restored coal dram at the entrance to 
the village of Nantyffylion. 

Mr and Mrs A Cornhill - 12 Maes Talcen, 
Brackla - Conservatory to rear of property. 

Mr Alexis Hemsley -142 New Road, Porthcawl - 
Single storey rear extension for kitchen/family 
room. 


Kerry Jones and Paul Skinner - Llangynwyd 
Village (outskirts), Maesteg - Proposed equestri¬ 
an centre, affecting footpath 12 Llangynwyd 
Village. 

Mr R Griffiths - Lan Farm, Cefn Carfan Road, 
Bryncethin - Prior notification or new build agri¬ 
cultural machinery store. 

Caerau Development Trust, Blaenllynfi School - 
Land opp 14-25 North Street, Caerau, Maesteg 
- Create a market garden inc. hard standing, poly 
tunnels, fencing and a shop unit and temp consent 
for storage containers. 
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Porthcawl Christmas swim cash all goes to 
benefit local charities and voluntary groups 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KEITH E MORGAN 


AS a result of another successful 
Christmas Morning Swim, the presenta¬ 
tion evening at the Hi-Tide Inn saw the 
formal handing over of £6,000 to the local 
organisations chosen to benefit by the 
committee. 

Six hundred and six brave swimmers, many in 
fancy dress, took the customary dip in the sea and 
although the sun shone, there was also snow on the 
beach. 

The Christmas Swim spokesman, Ian Stroud, 
said: “That so many swi mm ers and spectators took 
part this year was superb, considering the snow¬ 
bound conditions in much of the south Wales’s 
area.” 

During the presentation on February 11, donations 
were made to: Porthcawl Stroke Club, Ogwr and 
District Talking Newspaper Association, Porthcawl 
and Pyle Pumas Amateur Boxing Club, the 
Porthcawl Mayor’s Civic Fund, Trinity Care Club, 
Porthcawl Athletic Club, Porthcawl YMCA, 
Porthcawl Parkinson’s Support Group, Sker and 
Pink Bay Lifeguard Club, Porthcawl Buckaneers, 1st 
Porthcawl Scout Group and Crossroads. 

Ian Stroud told the guests: “A few swimmers 
raised money for us via sponsorship and, together 
with the cash raised by our committee, this helped to 
boost our collections, therefore allowing us to donate 
more to local groups and organisations.” 

The following also received a donation in thanks 
for their help with safety during the Swim: St. John 
Ambulance, Porthcawl Coastguard, The Fire Service 
Benevolent Fund, Porthcawl Lifeguard Club, 
Porthcawl RNLI Lifeboat and Rest Bay Lifeguard 
Club. 

Mr Stroud touched upon a recent local tragedy 
when he announced: “Last month our community, 
and two families in particular, were struck by a terri¬ 
ble tragedy. 

“I refer to the accident on the M4 which left 
young Logan Michael Evans an orphan. We rarely 
support individuals but decided unanimously that 
this was a special case. 

“Like so many in Porthcawl, we wanted to help.” 

Karen Evans received the donation on behalf of 
the Logan Michael Evans Trust Fund. 

Nicola Willis, the chair of the swim, said: “As a 
small committee, we were delighted in the way we 
have been supported again this year. We would like 
to thank all swimmers, spectators, individuals, busi¬ 
nesses and organisations who help us in so many 
ways to make the swim such a successful event in 
Porthcawl’s calendar. 

“We are also aware of other organisations that will 
benefit, as a result of the ‘Swim’. We would ask that 
they contact us so that we can record the full amount 
raised during our 46th swim.” 



ABOVE: Porthcawl Mayor, Court Mary 
Emment-Lewis, received a cheque for her 
charity fund from Nicola Willis. 



ABOVE: Huw ABOVE: Kerry 

Murray from Sker Marlow from the 

Lifeguards. Buckaneers 







BELOW: Keith Duggan and Barbara 
Matthews from Porthcawl Stroke Club. 


ABOVE: The organising committee (left to right): Nicola Willis, Wendy Richards, 
Jeff Tombs, Linda Stroud, Marilyn Richards and Ian Stroud. 

RIGHT: Aubrey Lewis from Porthcawl 
and Pyle Boxing Club. 

BELOW: David Philpot of Ogwr 
and District Talking Newspapers. 


Karen Evans 
received a cheque on 
behalf of the Logan 
Evans Trust Fund. 


LEFT: Phil Missen 
from Porthcawl 
RNLI received a 
cheque. 


RIGHT: 
John Berry and Cath 
Jones from 
Porthcawl YMCA. 


Jeff Tombs repre- Peter Pryce from 

seated Porthcawl Porthcawl 

Fire Service. Coastguard. 


ABOVE: 1st 
Porthcawl Scout 
Group received a 
cheque. 


Jackie Lloyd from Crossroads. 


BELOW: Brenda Farley and Rita Hamblin, 
representing Trinity Care Club. 


ABOVE; Jackie Rees and Bev Smithen 
of St John Ambulance. 


ABOVE: Gareth 
Davies from Rest 
Bay Lifeguards. 


Janet Skiffins from 
the Parkinsons 
Support Group 


Matthew Bowden 
from Porthcawl 
Athletic Club 


The Mayor presented a cheque to Steph 
Davenport of Porthcawl Lifeguard Club. 
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BETTWS WOMAN 
REPAYS £25,000 
BENEFITS CASH 


A BENEFITS 
claimant has been 
given an eight- 
month prison sen¬ 
tence, suspended 
for two years, and 
ordered to pay 
prosecution costs of 
£1,000 at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Kay Jones (47), a 
woman with no previ¬ 
ous convictions, of 
Bettws, Bridgend, 
received an income 
support overpayment 
between May 2002 and 
April 2008 totalling 
£25,560, of which the 
court heard she had 
already repaid 

£25,396. 

Jones pleaded guilty 
to obtaining income 
support by failing to 
provide the 

Department of Work 
and Pensions with 
details of a change in 
her circumstances. 

Judge Stephen 
Hopkins said: “This is 
different from the 
run-of-the-mill benefit 
fraud cases. 

“For several years, 
the defendant claimed 
benefit fraudulently, 
as a result of having 
become the owner of 
properties. 

“It is not necessary 
to make the inevitable 


REPORT 

by 

AJ SICLUNA 


prison sentence imme¬ 
diate. The offending 
was not fraudulent 
from the outset, it was 
not committed for 
greed, 

“Jones has lost her 
good character and 
she pleaded guilty at 
the first opportunity. 
The offending ended 
almost three years 
ago.” 

Prosecutor 
Laurence Jones for the 
DWP said it was 
accepted that when 
Jones instigated the 
claim, it was legiti¬ 
mate. 

But in March 2008, 
the DWP was 
informed by the local 
council that she was 
involved in the owner- 


leave the family home. 

At no time, he said, 
did she live beyond her 
means, and there was 
no element of greed. 

He pointed out that 
she had a rare genetic 
blood disorder which 
caused her difficulties, 
and she had also expe 
rienced a tragedy ir 
her life. 

“She was an exem¬ 
plary mother, and 
when money became 
available, she repaid it 
to the DWP.” 

Jones was also made 
subject to a three- 
month curfew from 
8pm to 7am, which 
involves electronic tag¬ 
ging. 


properties which she 
had not disclosed. 

As a result, she was 
interviewed, and 
admitted her involve¬ 
ment in the ownership. 

Her counsel, David 
Webster, said: “At the 
start, it was all perfect¬ 
ly lawful.” 

Then, he said, 
family crisis occurred 
which caused her to 


Police appeal 
after two hurt 
in club attack 

POLICE have appealed to the public for 
help, after two men were assaulted fol¬ 
lowing a fight at Streets Night Club, in 
John Street, Porthcawl at about 1.30am 
on Sunday, February 6. 

They said that a 32-year-old man from London 
was struck in the face and required hospital treat¬ 
ment at the Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend 
for a facial injury. In a second incident, a 29-year- 
old man from Porthcawl was also struck in the face 
which resulted in hospital treatment. 

Neither of the men is believed to have been 
involved in the disturbance. 

Porthcawl Neighbourhood Inspector Alan James 
said: “These were two unprovoked serious assaults. 
We would like to hear from anyone who was at 
Streets in the early hours of Sunday morning and 
who may have witnessed the fight which broke out. 

“If you are able to identify those involved, or 
have any information which may be of assistance - 
however little that may be - please contact us.” 

Contact Inspector James at Porthcawl police sta¬ 
tion on 101, or anonymously via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111. 


Armed Forces Day parade 

A ‘REHEARSAL’ has Ambulance. The Corps of on Angel Street and fol- 
been held for the Drums and the recruiting lowed a route into the 
Bridgend County team of the Royal town centre ending at the 
Borough Armed Logistics Corps will also war memorial and return- 


ship of a number of Forces Day parade to participate 

” ’ A co-ordinating site 

meeting was held in 
Bridgend on February 10, 
with the event organiser 
ing to include the Mayor Coun Major 

of Bridgend, civic digni- Morgan MBE and mem- ^ recreation 

taries, councillors, regu- bers of the RLC; Captain centre 
lar serving personnel, Jeremy Oliver, Captain 


be held in Bridgend 
town centre on 
Saturday, June 25. 

The parade is expect¬ 


ing via the same route 
back to the Bridgend 
recreation centre. 

It was agreed that the 
Corps of Drums would 
"Wn'np produce a show of Dark 
y Light in the Dunraven 


veterans, TA and cadet Glenn Hall and the Drum 
contingents, Guides, Major. 

Scouts, fire and rescue The group walked the 
service voluntary servic- pr0 posed marching route 
es, and St John s beginning at the YMCA 


THEN AND NOW! 



ABOVE: 
Members of 
Porthcawl Amateur 
Operatic and 
Dramatic Society 
(PAODS) have 
started (above) 
rehearsals for the 
spring production - 
the classic musical, 
Oklahoma, with 
Michael Plowman 
as musical director. 

It is not the first 
time that they have 
performed the 
show. 

In fact, they per¬ 
formed it in 1964, 
as the photograph 
(right) shows. 
This year’s pro¬ 
duction will be at 
the Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl, 
on April 27-30. 



ABOVE (left to right): 

Philip George, Jeff John and Anthony 
Jones, appearing for PAODS in 1964. 


A market, a quiz and a power cut! 


THE local produce 
market will be held 
on Saturday, 
February 19, at the 
church hall, St 
Brides Major at 
10am -12 noon. 

THE local branch of the 
Mothers’ Union held 
their monthly meeting 
at the church hall on 
February 8 when the 
speaker was Mr M 
Boyle (local organist) 
whose subject was 
music containing 
‘Aspects of Love’ with 
music from West End 
shows. 

A PACT meeting at the 
church hall was attend¬ 
ed by 12 members of 
the public. 

The local neighbour¬ 
hood policing newslet¬ 
ter was distributed. In 
attendance were our 
beat manager for the St 
Brides Major Ogmore- 
by-Sea, Southemdown 
and Wick ward, PC 
Colin Malone (replacing 
Robin Mellor who has 
served us well) and 
PCSO Serena James. 

FEBRUARY 11 turned 
out to be a superb 
evening at the church 
hall, with a quiz in aid 
of funds for The 
Joshua Foundation 
Charity. 

Two young lads, 

Sam Davies and 
Marcus Brabham from 
the village, will be 
helping to support this 
great cause by travel¬ 
ling to Australia to 


undertake conservation 
work during the sum¬ 
mer holidays after their 
A levels. 

An excellent quiz 
master had compiled 
the questions based on 
‘how much do we know 
about Oz?’ 

Light refreshments 
were provided and 
many raffle prizes 
donated. Many thanks 
to all who supported 
this worthwhile cause. 

In order to reach the 
£2,800 they have 
pledged to raise by 
2012, further events 
are to be arranged, 
including an evening 
concert at the church 
(in mid-June), an 
Australian themed 
evening with an auc¬ 
tion (early September) 
and a race night (early 
November). 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 

(01656) 880418 


Patronal festival 


WICK CHAPEL held 
a special family serv¬ 
ice on Sunday, 
January 30 as the 
usual congregational 
family service was 
cancelled due to 
heavy snow. 

A warm welcome 
was extended to 
everyone. 

FEBRUARY 1 (St 
Bridget’s Day) was cel¬ 
ebrated with a 
Eucharist service at 
the school. 

In the afternoon a 
‘mini’concert was held 
at the school with the 
choir and dance group. 
It was enjoyed by all 


A NUMBER of vil¬ 
lagers in St Brides 
Major had ‘to make do’ 
with cold Sunday lunch 
on Sunday, February 13, parents and friends 
when an electric power who attended. 
cut started at approxi¬ 
mately 9am. 

Some areas of the 
village came back on by 
10.20am, but others 
were without electricity 
until 6pm. 


It appears that work 
was being carried out 
on a transformer on 
Penylan Road. 

In case of future 
power cuts, call the 24- 
hour emergency service 
on 0800 0520400. 


THE evening of 
February 1 was cele¬ 
brated with a Celtic 
service at the church 
and it was followed by 
an Irish evening to 
honour St Bridget at 
the Fox and Hounds. 

There was Irish 
music, singing, an Irish 
quiz and of course, 
Irish stew. 

A very enjoyable 
evening was had by all. 


ON Sunday, 

February 6, the 
Patronal Festival was 
celebrated with a 
Eucharist at the 
church with the chil¬ 
dren taking a big part 
in the service, and 
this was followed by 
the traditional parish 
lunch at the church 
hall. 

A wide selection of 
main course meals and 
delicious desserts were 
all supplied by the 
hard-working commit¬ 
tee. 

A vote of thanks was 
given to the ladies and 
all those who helped to 
make the morning a 
success. 

OGMORE Retired 
Residents Association 
met at the Watermill, 
Ogmore village, to 
enjoy a film of the 
physic garden in 
Cowbridge and how it 
has been developed, 
from a derelict site to 
the beauty which can 
be seen during the 
spring and summer 
months. 


Local councillor’s concern over 
‘possible political restrictions’ 


POLITICAL activity is 
not banned from town 
centres, despite new moves 
being made by Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
to control activities within 
them, JAYNE ISAAC 
reports. 

Bridgend’s cabinet has 
approved a scheme to charge 
organisations for using open 
space in Porthcawl and Bridgend 
town centres as part of overall 
management of these areas. 

Under the scheme, organisa¬ 
tions wishing to place trailers or 
other structures on the highway 
within these two town centres, 
which have been pedestrianised, 
will be charged. 

People like market 
researchers, commercial can¬ 
vassers and any commercial 
organisations who put up a stall 
or other promotional display will 
have to pay £240 for the first day 
if they are a national commercial 
organisation and £120 if they are 
a local independent commercial 
organisation. Subsequent days 
will be charged at £20. 

The report to cabinet said that 
the policy was to co-ordinate and 
manage activities within the two 
town centres. It said that demand 
for the use of the roads and pave¬ 
ments by external organisations 
had increased significantly. 

There were many advantages 
for organisations operating in 
this way as they do not incur 
overheads like rent and business 
rates which the nearby shops 
have to pay. 

The report said that being in 
town centres gives them access 
to a large footfall but uncon¬ 
trolled and sometimes aggressive 
canvassing was an increasing 
problem throughout the UK. 

Properly managing this activi¬ 
ty would increase the vitality of 
the town centres and would gen¬ 
erate income. 

The matter raised concerns at 


Bridgend Town Council, with 
Coun David Unwin saying that 
the area around the war memori¬ 
al should be excluded from activ¬ 
ity of this sort. 

He said that activities in the 
past had resulted in music and 
disturbance and staff in the post 
office had complained that they 
could not hear themselves speak. 

He added: “The cenotaph area 
should be left as a quiet area. 
There are plenty of other places 
in the town centre that could be 
used.” 

Coun Peter Foley felt that the 
council’s proposals were “exces¬ 
sively bureaucratic” in tone and 
that the charges due to be levied 
were excessive. 

He went on: “I am also con¬ 
cerned about possible political 
restrictions. In the past, people 
have organised activities against 
things like the Iraq War where 
they have given out leaflets and 
held vigils. 

“These events were perfectly 
respectable and were organised 
by people who wanted to put for¬ 
ward an alternative view to the 
official version of things. How 
else can campaigners get their 
message across to the public?” 

He was concerned in case the 
move killed off political activity 
within the town centres. 

“I fear that an over zealous 
council officer could try and 
block perfectly acceptable politi¬ 
cal activity. I am worried in case 
the council will say that a permit 
will be needed for this.” 

He added: “The health of a 
town can be gauged by the extent 
of political activity at street 
level.” 

Coun Bob Bums said that this 
move was not directed towards 
political activity. 

But Coun Foley feared that the 
move could end up excluding 
single issue groups from town 
centres and they were the life 
blood of our democracy: “This 
report has been written by some¬ 


body who sits behind a desk and 
who has never been involved in 
political activity,” he said. “ I 
collect leaflets from organisa¬ 
tions I do not agree with because 
my mind is not closed.” 

Coun David Unwin said that 
the borough council needs to 
clarify this issue and it was 
agreed to contact BCBC express¬ 
ing these concerns and also 
requesting that the area around 
the war memorial be excluded 
from any hiring of activity space 
arrangements. 

But in a statement to The 
GEM, the council said that polit¬ 
ical activity will not be banned 
and charities and voluntary 
groups also do not come under 
the policy so their activities are 
not restricted. 

• In a separate move this 
week, the council has decided to 
extend the prohibition of the dis¬ 
tribution of “free printed matter” 
to Maesteg, Pencoed and 
Porthcawl town centre areas. The 
ban already exists in Bridgend. 

But the council has said that 
the ban only applies to published 
material relating to commercial 
services such as flyers and 
leaflets. Leaflets and other print¬ 
ed material distributed in all four 
town centre relating to politics, 
charities and religion will be per¬ 
mitted. 

The aim of this scheme is to 
reduce the amount of litter as 
material handed out to passers by 
or placed on car windscreens is 
often thrown away as litter. The 
cost of dealing with this affects 
the council taxpayer and it also 
damages the environment. 

The scheme has been up and 
running in Bridgend town centre 
for the past two years and has 
been successful. This action is 
take under the Environmental 
Act 1990. 

The order comes into effect on 
Monday, April 11, and offenders 
will be subject to a £75 fixed 
penalty notice or prosecution. 
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Hospital closure not 
driven by finance - claim, 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 
CLOSING 
Maesgwyn will 
result in a direct 
saving of £130,000 
a year, which will 
help the board 
meets its financial 
targets, as the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government is 
cutting £340m 
from the health 
budget in Wales 
this year. 

But she emphasised 
that the change was not 
driven by the need to 
save money - it was 
driven by the need to 
change the way care is 
provided and to pro¬ 
vide sustainable servic¬ 
es for the future as the 
population gets older. 

“The NHS has 
moved on and must 
now change from just 
providing hospital beds 
to looking at different 
models of care out in 
the community.” 

Dorothy Edwards 
told the public meeting 
that care constantly 
changed as new treat¬ 
ments and drugs 
became available and 
people’s expectations 
also changed. 

“Our challenge is to 
deliver better, faster 
and more appropriate 
care in the context of 
our resources. 

“We need to treat 
people as close to their 
own homes as possible 
or in their own homes. 

“Maesgwyn has 
done a very good job 
over the years and the 
staff have provided 
excellent care. This is 
not about the quality of 
service there; but there 
are alternative ways of 


providing the care now 
available at Maesgwyn. 
It’s time to think about 
its future.” 

Ms Edwards said 
that transitional care 
could be provided in 
nursing or care homes 
in future, rather than in 
hospital. 

The meeting was 
told that re-commis¬ 
sioning Maesgwyn was 
not feasible because of 
a lack of doctor cover 
and the lack of other 
support services on 
site. 

The meeting heard 
that if it was sold, the 
board would get the 
first £500,000 and the 
rest would go to the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government. 

The public asked a 
range of questions, 
including why more 
beds could not be pro¬ 
vided at Maesgwyn, in 
view of the bed short¬ 
ages at the Princess of 
Wales. 

Dr Tony James, who 
is a consultant physi¬ 
cian, said that the 
shortage of doctors was 
not only affecting 
Bridgend, but the 
whole country. 

While he would 
agree that some 
patients could transfer 
to Maesgwyn from 
PoW, freeing up much- 
needed beds, the prob¬ 
lem would be finding 
the medical staff to 
cover. 

The European 
Working Time 
Directive, which pre¬ 
vents people working 
for more than 48 hours, 
had caused massive 
issues, as well as the 
change in the way doc¬ 
tors are trained. 

He said that he had 
had sleepless nights 
worrying about doctor 


cover not only at 
Maesgwyn, but also at 
Princess of Wales, even 
for the 9-5 cover need¬ 
ed. Meetings have 
been held about this 
last week. 

The population was 
also ageing, with the 
number of people 
reaching 90 now being 
common. The average 
age of patients in PoW 
is 85. 

Alex Howells com¬ 
mented that not all the 
people in PoW needed 
to be in there. Stopping 
them from coming in 
was crucial, as well as 
speeding up the 
process to get them 
out. 

In the past, there had 
been too few commu¬ 
nity services and peo¬ 
ple had been left lin¬ 
gering in hospital for 
too long. 

Not enough commu¬ 
nity services were in 
place yet, but freeing 
up the resources from 
Maesgwyn should 
help. 

Coun Pat Penpraze 
said that it was her 
strong view that 
Maesgwyn should be 
kept open to provide 
respite care. 

She also asked how 
the Princess of Wales 
would cope with the 
new residents coming 
into houses at Parc 
Derwen, Broadlands, 
and other develop¬ 
ments. 

“You could use 
Maesgwyn to free up 
the beds in PoW, or use 
them for respite care. 

“If there are prob¬ 
lems with doctors now, 
there will be worse 
problems in a few 
years.” 

Dr James said that 
Bridgend had expanded 
tremendously over the 


past 25 years and the 
provision for infra¬ 
structure to serve these 
extra people had 
lagged behind. 

However, many of 
the people who have 
moved in were young 
people, but it was not 
young people who 
mainly use health care 
services - it is older 
people. 

“The elderly and 
frail take up most of 
the hospital beds,” he 
said. “They will benefit 
from these changes.” 

One resident asked 
how putting people 
into nursing homes was 
better for them than 
being in Maesgwyn. 

Dorothy Edwards 
replied that nursing 
homes had single 
rooms with an en-suite 
and people could inter¬ 
act and socialise with 
each other - rather than 
being left in bed in a 
hospital bay with no 
privacy. 

The environment 
was better, but the 
quality of care was the 
same. 

She promised that 
the board would be 
working more closely 
with nursing homes in 
the area to help them 
provide care for people 
with different needs. 

A nurse practitioner 
would be visiting the 
homes and following 
up the patients trans¬ 
ferred. 

Dorothy Edwards 
said that CISS was a 
five-day-a-week serv¬ 
ice, but not strictly 9 to 
5. 

She said that it was 
being expanded, but 
did not need to be a 
24/7 service although it 
must operate at week¬ 
ends. 

“If we can redirect 
the money from 
Maesgwyn, we can 
make CISS a seven- 
day service. 

GPs were now on 
board and were begin¬ 
ning to send more and 
more patients to the 
CISS team as their 
confidence in it grew. 

Once a consultant 
was appointed, there 
had been a significant 
increase in referrals 
from GPs. 

She added that there 
were on-going negotia¬ 
tions with nursing 
homes in Bridgend, 
who say that they can 
free up the capacity 
needed. 

Some of the talk s 
concerned transitional 
beds and homes are 
being asked if they can 
provide interim beds 
for people waiting to 
go to the home of their 
choice. 

The public meeting 
was part of an 
“engagement” process. 

A report on public 
response will be made 
to the ABM board in 
March and they will 
then decide whether to 
carry out a full scale 
consultation on the 
proposal to close the 
hospital 


‘Hard to justify’ public 
loo costs £20,000 a year 


THE automatic public loo in 
Porthcawl which is provided 
by Bridgend County Borough 
Council (BCBC), costs £20,000 
a year to rent but is used on 
average only 47 times a week. 

This information was given by 
Richard Fletcher, head of street scene 
at BCBC, who said that the council 
had decided to close this convenience 
to save money. It is located by the bus 
stops at the top end of John Street. 

He said it was difficult to justify this 
outlay when there were alternative 
public conveniences further up John 
Street, although they were not open 
24/7, as the automatic ones are. 

He asked if the town council would 
consider taking over the rental, 
although the suppliers want to replace 
it with a more modern unit for which 
the rent would probably be higher. 

He also claimed in his letter that 
there were no participants in 
Porthcawl in the council’s comfort 
scheme, under which pubs and restau¬ 
rants are paid to allow their loos to be 
used by the public. 

He went on: “Enquiries will be 
made with local licensed premises to 
establish their willingness to partici¬ 
pate.” 

When the letter was discussed at 
Porthcawl Town Council, Coun Sean 
Aspey said that the letter was wrong. 

“Porthcawl has got more partici¬ 


pants in this comfort scheme than 
everywhere else in the county borough 
put together,” he said. “Pubs like the 
Ancient Briton, Jolly Sailor,. Hi Tide 
and hotels like the Atlantic and the 
Fairways have all signed up. There are 
about nine businesses along the prom¬ 
enade alone that are involved. 

“The borough council is paying out 
money so that people can use these 
loos, so they need to publicise which 
are involved.” 

Coun John Bunker said that some of 
the businesses who were paid had not 
put the stickers up in their windows to 
show that they participate. 

He added: “They should be required 
to put the notice up in order to get the 
payment.” 

Coun Chris Smart said that it was a 
shame that BCBC was closing the loo 
and he recommended discussing the 
offer to take it over at the next capital 
projects meeting. 

“We are talking about a lot of 
money, but we cannot decide this here 
tonight. We must consider it in con¬ 
junction with plans we may have to 
provide public toilets elsewhere. We 
could also consider moving it else¬ 
where.” 

Coun Bunker had no objection to 
the proposal being referred to the com¬ 
mittee but he said that the cost of mov¬ 
ing this toilet would be astronomical 
apart from the rent: “I think that it will 
be rejected,” he added. 


YOUR CHANCE TO 
SHARE THE NEWS 


REUNION 

KENFIG Hill RFC, fondly known as the 
‘Mules’, recently reached a landmark in its his¬ 
tory - 50 years ago since the existing Clubhouse 
was officially opened by the Welsh Rugby Union. 

During this half century, the various management 
committees are to be complimented on their efforts 
to continually upgrade the premises to provide 
facilities, which have been beneficial to all club 
members. 

The premises now compare favourably with the 
majority of rugby clubhouses in the Principality. 

A ‘past and present players reunion’ has been 
organised by former Welsh international Ray Giles 
on Saturday, February 26 at 1pm. It will be held in 
the upstairs function room to coincide with the tele¬ 
vised international match between Wales and Italy 
which will be shown on the big screen facility. 

With refreshments, good ales and a gathering of old 
friends, the atmosphere will be fabulous! 

For further details, call Tony Lewis on 01656 
741771. 

KPC YOUTH 

ARE your children or teenagers looking for 
somewhere to spend the half-term holidays? 

For fun and interesting things to do, they will not 
find anywhere better than KPC Youth based in 
Pyle. During the February half-term holiday, 
February 21-25, they will be open daily from 10am 
until 3pm for the 8-12-year-olds and until 5pm for 
the over-13s. 

The centre will also be open on a Monday and 
Wednesday evening from 5.30pm for 8-12-year- 
olds and from 8pm-10pm for the over-13s. 

On Tuesday and Thursday evenings, the centre 
will be open from 5.30pm-10pm for the over-13s 
only. KPC also operates a free minibus service 
which will run a return trip to Cefn Cribwr and 
Comelly for the over-13s on Tuesday and 
Thursday nights. 

KPC Youth offers a wide range of activities, 
including an outdoor skate park, BMX park, multi¬ 
sports court, adventure play area, a fantastic new 
computer room with Internet access, arts and crafts, 
pool and table tennis. 

Other activities offered during the February half- 
term are a trip to see training at the Millennium 
Stadium, a workshop on road safety, an evening 
dance, all on Monday 21st February, a Fishing Trip, 
an evening rock school form 6.30pm-8pm, both on 
Wednesday, February 23, boxing during the 
evening on Thursday, February 24, an evening ice 
skating trip to Cardiff Ice Rink on Friday, February 
25, plus a bike workshop (date to be confirmed). 

During this half-term period, there will also be 
art workshops, information and advice sessions. 
Membership is £1.50, with daytime and evening 
sessions costing 50p for members and £1.50 for 
non-members. 

If you’re aged between 13 and 17 there’s even 
free admission during the half-term holiday if you 
become a member. 

For further information regarding the activities 
at KPC, call into the centre, next to Pil primary 
School, Off Pyle Inn Way, Pyle or Tel: 01656 
749219/745399. 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 
Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 
E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


Community trip 

IT was good to see so many people from Kenfig 

Hill and district meet up for a pleasant afternoon 
out last Sunday. 

The Talbot Community Centre organised a trip to 
see Holiday on Ice in Cardiff. Everyone who went 
agreed that it was a magnificent show and well 
worth seeing and made that more enjoyable with so 
many locals meeting up and going together. 

Plans to see the musical Grease in July are well at 
the advanced stage and looks to be another sell out 
with two thirds of the tickets sold already. 

If you are interested in going to see this musical 
and having a day out again with friends from the 
community, contact Cheryl Butcher in the Talbot, or 
ring her on 01656 749754. 

PUPILS’ PRIZES 

CONGRATULATIONS to the following pupils 
of Mynydd Cynffig Junior School who were 
nominated for impressing the staff at the school 
last week: Joshua Jones, Class 1, Georgia 
Coleman, Class 2, Isabel Elwood, Class 3, Phillip 
Burnell, Class 4, Connor Farnham, Class 5, 

Terri Knight, Class 6 and Taylor Dennis from 
Class 7. The Headteacher’s award went to 
Martha Watkins. 

Congratulations also go to Holly-Mae Evans, 
Britney Griffiths, Mia Hopkins, Nia David, Olivia 
Davies, Lik To Chung, Amy Ruck, Alex Moodie, 
Taryn Mathews and Jake Thomas for their excellent 
behaviour during lunchtimes last week and as a 
reward they will be joining Mr Goldsworthy for 
lunch. 

On Friday, February 4, the school played at 
home to Ogmore Primary school in netball and 
rugby. The ‘A’ team performed really well, with 
Thomas Morgan scoring two tries and Luke Dingle, 
Jordan Baker, Lewis Blythe, Anthony Burnell, 
Lloyd Thomas scoring one try each with Ceiran 
Jones completing the scoring with a try and six 
conversions in a 52-5 points victory. 

The ‘B’ team, with tries from Callum Lewis 
(year-5), Leon Jones, Christopher Hatherley, and 
Morgan Kent had a very creditable draw. Well done 
to all those who took part. 

The netball teams also did very well, with both 
the ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams winning their matches. The 
‘A’ team played really well in winning by 6-2 with 
Taylor Dennis being player of the match. 

The ‘B’ team also had an excellent win by 9-0 in 
which Jorden Daniells was the outstanding player. 


f A 
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Campaigners welcome news 
of RAF Chivenor reprieve 


NEWS that the 24-hour cover provided 
by search and rescue helicopter based at 
RAF Chivenor is safe for the time being 
has been welcomed by local campaigners. 

Coun Sean Aspey, who lives in Porthcawl, has 
been leading the fight in south Wales to stop 
Chivenor being reduced to providing 12 hour cover. 

During the night, the Ministry of Defence was 
proposing to fly in helicopters either from RAF 
Culdrose in Cornwall or Raf Valley on Anglesey. 

The proposals have been put on hold by the new 
government amid concerns about the way in which 
the privatisation of the search and rescue service has 
been handled. 

A contract which was due to have been signed 
with the government’s preferred bidder has been 
ditched. 

Coun Aspey said that it seemed as if the protests 
from councils in south Wales and the west country, 
as well as other agencies, AM’s and MP’s had 
caused the government to take a closer look at what 
was happening. 

“They may come back with plans to privatise at 
some point but we need to ensure that we are going 
to get adequate cover in south Wales. 

“If helicopters come from Cornwall or north 
Wales, it adds a half hour flying time before a rescue 
can start and that could mean the difference between 
life and death.” 

Coun Aspey wrote to every council in south 
Wales and has been the link with the west country 


campaign which is being co-ordinated by 
Ilfracombe Town Council. 

As part of the fight, he organised a protest rally in 
Rest Bay which was attended by representatives of 
every council in south Wales. 
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ASSEMBLY, COUNCILS, AND UNIONS 
COME TOGETHER TO TACKLE CUTS 


L AST month, First Minister 
Carwyn Jones AM joined the 
leader of the Welsh Local 
Government Association, Coun John 
Davies and general secretary of the 
Wales TUC, Martin Mansfield, to sign a 
voluntary agreement to work together in 
managing the impact of the UK 
Government’s cuts on jobs and services. 

This followed extensive discussions led by 
Carwyn Jones, which resulted in the agreement 
bein^a££rovedb^an^2jeadersofloca^authori^_ 
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ties in Wales. The First Minister said that this 
showed the willingness of all parties to work 
together to address the challenges of public spend¬ 
ing cuts, and to protect the workforce from com¬ 
pulsory redundancies as far as possible. He recog¬ 
nised that our local government workforce is “our 
greatest asset in delivering vital services to the 
people of Wales ”. 

Public sector trade unions were fully engaged in 
these discussions and backed the new framework 
leading to the following statement being made by 
the Wales TUC: “This is a hugely significant step 
forward in developing a Welsh way of dealing with 
cuts imposed on us from 
London. It mirrors the 
approach we adopted in 
response to the econom¬ 
ic crisis - unions, 
employers and Welsh 
Government working 
together in partnership 
to find innovative solu¬ 
tions. 

“There will be differ¬ 
ent local circumstances 
for each authority to 
discuss with their trade 
unions, but this agree¬ 
ment provides a solid 
framework for those dis¬ 
cussions. The Wales 
TUC believes that this 
all-Wales agreement will 
provide the flexibility 
required to mitigate the 
effects of the 
Westminster cuts - plac- 
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PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 


Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


LCD & Plasma TV’s now in stock 
and on display. Also all accessories 
Hdmi leads, set top boxes, etc. 

- all at the lowest prices around!! 


OPEN: Monday-Saturday 9am -5.30pm 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 
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3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 
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ing jobs and services at the heart of our response. ” 

To support this, last week I launched the new 
£5million programme ‘Adapt’ with Lesley 
Griffiths AM, the Deputy Minister for Skills, to 
help the public sector workforce meet challenges. 

This will provide a single point of contact serv¬ 
ice with a Freephone number 0800 100 900 for 
people in the public sector. 

Adapt will provide training, advice and guid¬ 
ance to the public sector-employees and employers 
who may face redundancy, to support them in find¬ 
ing new job opportunities. 

It extends the successful ReAct scheme which 
we set up in October 2008 to help private sector 
employees facing redundancy during the recession. 
When people contact the helpline, they will be 
given an appointment for advice and support from 
an adult guidance advisor at their local Careers 
Wales office. 

The guidance interview will include offers of 
training, benefits eligibility and travel and child¬ 
care costs can also be covered. 

The contact centre and Adapt are part of a 
Wales-wide support network involving Career 
Wales, Job Centre Plus, the Wales TUC and the 
Welsh Assembly Government. 

Adapt is the Welsh Assembly Government pro¬ 
gramme we have set up to help people gain new 
skills to find employment. It also provides a sub¬ 
sidy to companies who take on people whose jobs 
have been made redundant. 

The next few weeks and months are going to be 
very tough for the public sector as the UK 
Government cuts bite. However, we have sought 
to protect jobs and services in Local Government, 
as was clear in the Local Government Revenue 
Settlement debate this week in the Assembly, with 

MP’s surgeries 

VALE MP Akin Cairns, will be holding surgeries 
for advice and assistance on Friday, February 18, 
at the following locations: 

The Gathering Place, St Athan (1.30pm-3pm); 
Tesco, Stirling Road, Barry (4pm-5,30pm). 

Anyone in the Vale is welcome to attend, but it is 
advisable to call 01446 403814 to make an appoint¬ 
ment. 

PHAB sale 

THE Penarth PHAB club is holding a table top 
sale at Albert Road Methodist Church and 
Community Centre (Penarth) on Saturday, 
February 19 at 10am-12pm. 


an increase of 
0.1 per cent 
over the next 
three years - 
far less than 
the 2.3 per 
cent cuts to 
local govern¬ 
ment in 
England. 

We have 
also protect¬ 
ed local gov¬ 
ernment 
from the 
£163 million 
cuts which 
were 

imposed on 
us by the UK 
Government 
last June. 

In our budget for next year, we have protected 
funding for schools, social services, concessionary 
bus fares, free swimming, free breakfasts, Flying 
Start, the Foundation phase. Pathways to 
Apprenticeships and the Educational Maintenance 
Allowance for our young people. 

These are the priorities which will help support 
our economic recovery and protect the vulnerable. 

Adapt is yet another ‘made in Wales ’ measure 
which shows our determination to support our 
local government workforce. 

Local authorities must now play their part in 
reflecting this level of protection and support from 
the Welsh Assembly Government in their budgets 
for 2011/12. 

Tables still available at £5. Contact Bernadette 
Bell on 02920 703628. 

Floral society 

MRS Margaret Walker of Cheltenham will give 
an illustrated talk to Barry Floral Society 
‘Everything Stops for Tea’, at the St Nicholas 
Hall, St Nicholas Road, Barry, on Tuesday, 
February 22 at 2.15pm. New members welcome. 
Street surgery 

INDEPENDENT Vale councillor Richard Bertin 
is holding a street surgery between 10.30am- 
11.30am on Saturday, February 19, in the Bassett 
Street and Everard Street area of Barry. 

Contact Coun Bertin on 01446 736227 


(ASSEMBLY^ 
NOTES 



by Jane Hutt AM 

(Assembly Minister for 
^business and budget) 


Penarth Computer Club - 

Desktop publishing, made simple! 


AS a youngster, growing up in a ‘corner 
shop’ that sold everything, I can remem¬ 
ber the annual process of helping better- 
off customers order their personalised 
Christmas cards. 

We had a large album showing the various styles 
that could be customised to order, and the cards 
would arrive weeks after placing the order. 

Mike J, on the other hand, showed that if you 
needed any sort of greeting card one morning, it 
could be designed, on the hoof, printed in the pre¬ 
cise number required and posted the same day. 

The difference is the growth of DTP (Desk Top 
Publishing). There are several different software 
packages available requiring various levels of 
expertise. 

Although the actual results can be achieved very 
quickly, just as with driving a car, there is a learning 
curve. The good news is that it is possible to start 
getting excellent results in no time at all. 

The software itself contains a selection of styles 
and layouts for different purposes. These can be used 
to good effect until you become a little more adven¬ 
turous with your own design preferences. 

Mike uses DTP to design posters and had samples 
of his handiwork for viewing. He then proceeded to 
take a couple of them apart (on screen) to illustrate 
the components used to compile the final effect. This 
is achieved by containing ‘objects’ in ‘invisible’ 
frames. (These are frames that show borders on 
screen so that you can see where they are, but do not 
print their borders onto the paper when printing the 
results - unless, of course, you want them to do so.) 

The objects in the frames can be pictures, pieces 
of clipart or text. Any object can be stretched, 
shrunk, enlarged rotated, inverted or mirrored to suit 
your layout. The mirroring effect is needed if you are 
composing a design for a T-shirt so that it comes out 
the right way when the shirt is printed. 

Mike gave a few tips to consider when designing, 
posters: 

• It is reasonable to give prominence to a logo 
that will be recognised by your intended audience. 

• The key words that deliver a short simple mes¬ 
sage can be emphasised to grab interest quickly. 
Once you have their attention the readers will take 


the time to read further information in smaller print. 

• Avoid going overboard by using lots of fancy 
fonts or lots of colours. Aim at no more than three 
font styles, although they can be used in different 
sizes. 

A question about introducing borders gave rise to 
a reference to the help file and an examination of 
several border options from the many that are avail¬ 
able from plain to coloured and patterned. 

Mike confessed that he didn’t normally use bor¬ 
ders, so although he was giving the talk he had 
learned something new himself - and, after all, that’s 
what the club is all about. 

We next meet on Tuesday, February 22 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall at 7.30pm when Kevin will be 
reviewing the best free software. Visitors welcome. 

HOWARD DESMOND 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D657. 

• £2,000: 510276. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£11,500, was not won 
this week. 

• £10: 290782, 

494688,127984, 915020, 
402511,538764, 362119, 
335177, 342697, 133645, 
655638, 642836, 333168, 
491056, 840802, 766391, 
368423,789790, 779377, 
116463. 

• £5: 197653, 

676984,613970, 353011, 
322523,507673, 170729, 
496835, 151442,477070, 


328120, 297980, 329822, 
932551,361134, 585007, 
858134,421461, 197954, 
369417, 802774, 371019, 
351671,343036,647621, 
332799, 699288, 624298, 
354247,872547,290790, 
387288, 347089,425898, 
607134,714110, 542533, 
460581,886189, 704718, 
133123,396604, 661073, 
878967, 191532, 180981, 
208413, 231674, 
759072,605080,473601, 
537191,629177,769771, 
176884, 607700, 100827, 
452169,245317,217254. 
The GEM cannot be held 
responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 
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Lack of business rates 
relief scheme is putting 
the squeeze on traders 

A — V— w 

much for BL. 


RE you pay¬ 
ing too 
much for 
your business 
rates? I’ve heard 
from many high 
street retailers and 
pubs in the Vale 
over the recent 
months, who are all 
justifiably con¬ 
cerned about the 
business rate relief 
system in Wales. 

There’s no doubt that 
high levels of business 



Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 


rates are causing the clo- spread relief scheme, 
sure of many of our This high rateable 
local shops and busi- value has also influ- 
nesses. 


with more than a third of 
a million ratepayers 
paying no rates at all for 
a year. 

In addition, the 
Localism Bill will sim¬ 
plify the process for 
firms claiming small 
business rate relief. 

As a member of the 
Localism Committee, 
I’m keen to see that the 
Bill will also give local 
authorities powers to 
provide business rates 
discounts, which could 
be used to provide tar¬ 
geted support for local 
services, or to help kick 
start regeneration 
schemes. 

However, the benefits 


The Government is forced the costs 
clear that helping small upwards for many busi- 


enced rent prices and of th e Loca lis m BiU wiU 
not be realised in Wales 


shops and businesses nesses and retailers; 


because the Welsh 
. , . r . , , . Assembly Government 

grow is a crucial part of indeed, in many cases has chosen to opt out. 

rebalancing and rebuild- there has been a fourfold t ^ e y |^ ast x 

ing the economy across increase in costs. need t0 ,/ for a ^ 

u U win ■ The lf>“« .industry schem e to support your 

However the Welsh is particularly hit during local shops and high 
Assembly Government this tough economic cli- street 
has taken a different mate, and pubs within > 

route to the rate relief the Vale are struggling around TeTc^coming to 

system in England, to cope with the high around if sco C0 ”T g t0 

which is much more business rates and rents. - inas owys 0 ows 
The latest In England, action is 
were con- simultaneously being 


The recent focus 


generous. 

valuations 


the same issues as those 
in Cowbridge, Llantwit 
Major, Barry, Rhoose 
and elsewhere. There is 
a real danger that the 
only shops able to afford 
valued since the reces- for’ example, doubled the current rates are UK 
sion hit the UK. small business rate chain stores. 

To date, the Welsh relief for one year and Local business peo- 
Assembly Government that measure is currently pie and the unique char- 
has yet to take any saving approximately acter of our high streets 
action to mitigate these half a million businesses are being squeezed out 
^effects through a wide- £390 million in taxes, of business. 


ducted across Wales at taken through the busi- 
the peak of the property ness rates system to sup- 
market some years ago, port s mal l firms, 
and have not been re- The Government has, 


Debate still rages over proposed 
Sainsbury’s Local in Vale town 


LATER this 
spring, Vale coun¬ 
cillors will be mak¬ 
ing a decision over 
whether a 
Sainsbury’s Local 
store should be 
allowed in the old 
bike and tool shop 
in Park Crescent, 
Barry. 

It is an issue which 
has provoked strong 
opinion on both sides of 
the debate. 

Petitions have been 
raised against the store 
and some local resi¬ 
dents and businesses 
have strongly cam¬ 
paigned against it. 

Last week, Barry res¬ 
ident Mr Ben Corey 
wrote to The GEM to 
say he was amazed at 
how one-sided the 
views had been on the 


proposed supermarket. 

He said: “I, and most 
people I have been talk¬ 
ing to, would welcome 
the new store, because 
it will offer fresh food, 
more choice and much 
better value for local 
people. 

“I also believe that 
the new Sainsbury’s 
will mean less traffic on 
our roads, as local peo¬ 
ple will be able to get 
decent food and drink 
on their doorstep with¬ 
out having to drive to 
the supermarket.” 

He said he welcomed 
more competition in the 
area. 

This week, Mrs 
Leanne Sokolski, who 
lives not far from where 
the store could be locat¬ 
ed and is an opponent 
of it, got in touch with 
The GEM. She claimed 
Mr Corey’s views were 


“short-sighted”. 

Mrs Sokolski 
argued: “Evidence from 
all over the country 
demonstrates that stores 
like Sainsbury’s Locals 
offer no benefit to local 
communities such as 
the West End of Barry. 

“They contribute lit¬ 
tle, apart from the pay¬ 
ment of council tax. 
They offer little by way 
of employment as they 
generally employ staff 
from outside the area. 
Profits go back to the 
head office in London. 

“Compare this with 
small traders on Park 
Crescent who employ 
local people, often an 
entire family. 

“These locals live in 
Barry and spend their 
profits here, as well as 
reinvesting them into 
the businesses - just 
look at the reinvestment 


the chemist in Park 
Crescent has made in 
his store. 

“Small businesses do 
not have the buying 
power of Sainsbury’s 
and can’t possibly com¬ 
pete on price. These 
small businesses will be 
driven out, leaving staff 
out of jobs and empty 
properties contributing 
nothing to the commu¬ 
nity except the eyesore 
and vandalism associat¬ 
ed with empty proper¬ 
ties. 

“No other traders 
will be prepared to take 
on the properties 
because they too won’t 
be able to compete with 
Sainsbury’s. This 
leaves Sainsbury’s in a 
monopoly position.” 

Mrs Sokolski said 
one of the opponents’ 
main concerns was the 
safety of local young¬ 


sters “as cars and deliv¬ 
ery vehicles cross the 
pavement directly oppo¬ 
site the school to enter 
and leave the proposed 
car park”. 

She also pointed out: 
“If Mr Corey likes to 
shop locally, he ought 
to know that the Co¬ 
operative at the top of 
Pontypridd Road has a 
wide selection of fresh 
fruit and vegetables and 
is open 24 hours a day.” 

She added that Mr 
Corey was naive if he 
thought people would 
be leaving their cars at 
home to walk to the 
proposed Sainsbury’s. 

Sainbury’s has 
already successfully 
applied for an alcohol 
licence, and says it will 
provide the community 
with greater choice. 

(See also letter 
on page 20). 


Can you give Emmett a loving home? 


Emmett is very 
sweet and is only 
two and a half! 



THE GEM is in partnership with the Dogs patient owner who will continue socialising and 

Trust to find good homes for animals at the 
Rehoming Centre in Bridgend (Telephone 
01656 725219). 

This week a spokeswoman highlighted Emmett, a 
two and a half year old Jack Russell Terrier: 

‘He’s a sweet lad, and is very affectionate. He can 


training him will help him build his confidence. 

“He does mix with other dogs off lead, and will 
enjoy further socialising. He’s a fun little chap, he 
loves his toys and he's very affectionate. 

“He is bright and active and loves lots of exercise. 
He can live with older children, and could live with 
a female dog who is quite calm and has good social 


be quite unsure of some new situations and this can skills. He would like an owner with experience of 
lead to him being either excitable or worried, but a own i n g terriers. ’ 


‘Ogmore housing plan could 
win on appeal’ - councillor 


AN OGMORE by 
Sea councillor has 
slammed planning 
officers of the Vale 
Council for failing 
to come up with 
reasons to turn 
down the planning 
application to build 
houses on the 
Ogmore Camp site. 

Coun Les Walters, 
who sits on St Bride’s 
Major Community 
Council, said he was 
shocked that officers 
had relied on a list of 
planning objections 
from his own council in 
order to draw up reasons 
for refusal. 

Planning officers at 
the Vale had recom¬ 
mended in December 
that the application from 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC), which owns 
the site, to build more 
than 80 houses on the 
land should be granted. 

But councillors voted 
to turn the application 
down. The whole issue 
was then deferred to 
February’s meeting so 
that members and offi¬ 
cers could come up with 
suitable reasons to 
refuse. 

When the matter 
came back up, officers 
produced a report which 


REPORT by JAYNE ISAAC 


analysed a list of nine 
reasons put in by the 
community council and 
it was decided that two 
of these would be used 
as justification for 
refusal. 

They include the 
problems with the pro¬ 
posed access via 
Somerset View, and also 
the fact that the former 
operators of the educa¬ 
tion centre - Kingswood 
Leisure and Learning - 
had indicated that they 
were willing to invest in 
the site to keep the cen¬ 
tre open. 

Coun Walters said he 
was astounded by what 
had happened. 

“I was a borough and 
county councillor and 
there is no way that the 
likes of the late Phil 
Squire and other leading 
councillors would have 
tolerated this sort of 
behaviour from offi¬ 
cers,” he said. “They 
would have been out 
through the door. 

“What are we paying 
planning officers for if 
councillors have to sit 
down and do their job 
for them? 

“It was the wish of 
democratically elected 
and accountable council¬ 
lors that this application 


be refused. It is the job 
of all council officers to 
do the bidding of the 
elected members. 

“If they were in pri¬ 
vate practice, they 
would have to do the 
bidding of their clients. 
Well, councillors repre¬ 
sent the taxpayers who 
are the clients in this 
case. Here we have the 
tail wagging the dog.” 

Coun Walters fears 
that if or when BCBC 
appeal against this deci¬ 
sion, the Vale Council 
could find itself hoist by 
its own petard. 

“The council will 
only be able to justify its 
decision on the grounds 
stated,” he said. “They 
will not be able to add 
in any other reasons. 

“I feel that the coun¬ 
cil will be in a weak 
position at any future 
appeal and that there is a 
real danger that the deci¬ 
sion will be overturned 
by an inspector and per¬ 
mission granted.” 

Coun Walters stated 
that in his view the com¬ 
munity council had put 
forward a number of 
other valid reasons but 
these had been ruled out 
by Vale officers. 

Access was a valid 
reason for refusal but he 


had grave doubts about 
the validity of the argu¬ 
ment about the continu¬ 
ing use of the centre. 

“It is up to the owners 
of any property to 
decide what happens to 
it and BCBC has decid¬ 
ed it does not want this 
centre any more. 

“That is their right as 
the owners. I do not feel 
that this is a valid plan¬ 
ning argument for 
refusal and its inclusion 
weakens the overall 
case.” 

Coun Walters pointed 
out that the Vale Council 
had already given per¬ 
mission for a separate 
development on adjoin¬ 
ing land to take place 
which would add more 
than 80 houses to the 
village which currently 
has 400 dwellings. 

He said that the influx 
of new residents living 
in those houses would 
put a strain on local 
resources and facilities. 

If the Camp scheme 
also goes through, the 
size of the village will 
increase by a half, with 
no corresponding 
increase in community 
facilities - other than the 
plan for a new public 
house. 


Former Cowbridge pupil has 
sights on running family farm 


FORMER Cowbridge 
pupil Lewys Hopkin has 
just taken a big step 
towards achieving his 
ambition, to run his par¬ 
ents’ farm within the next 
few years. 

Lewys, of Cefn Coed, 
Llanharry, Pontyclun - a member 
of a well known local farming 
family - has won the Farmers’ 
Union of Wales Walter Rowlands 
memorial award, worth £200. 

A former pupil of Llansannor 
primary and Cowbridge compre¬ 
hensive schools, he has begun 
work as a trainee agricultural fit¬ 
ter with David Evans of 
Llancarfan, and hopes to go to an 
agricultural engineering college 
to gain his City and Guilds in 
agricultural engineering. 

“The opportunity to train as a 


fitter is the realisation of my 
schoolboy dreams, which I hope 
will stand me in good stead for 
my future farming ambitions of 
running the family farm,” said 
Lewys, whose grandparents Stan 
and Sheila Hopkin, of Rectory 
farm, Llansannor, were among 
the first members of the FUW 
more than 50 years ago. 

“This award will help me 
build up a tool bag for my train¬ 
ing to become a fitter,” he added. 

A member of Maendy Young 
Farmers, Club, he hopes to take 
part in stock judging and coun¬ 
tryside skills competitions. He 
currently plays rugby for 
Llanharan. 

Walter Rowlands was the 
FUW’s first county executive 
officer in Glamorgan. He served 
the union from 1956 to 1985. 

To recognise his contribution 
to the union, the memorial fund 


makes an annual award of £200 
towards the cost of books and 
equipment to students living 
within the old Glamorgan county 
boundary who have been accept¬ 
ed for an agricultural course. 

Presenting the award to Lewys 
during a ceremony at the Masons 
Arms Hotel, Bryncethin, FUW 
president Gareth Vaughan said he 
was delighted to see young 
enthusiastic people entering the 
industry. 

“I wish Lewys every success 
with his future career and his 
aspirations to be a full-time, 
respected farmer with good back¬ 
up skills and qualifications.” 

Applications for next year’s 
award must be received at 
FUW’s County Office, 58 
Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 
by November 30. Contact Adrian 
Evans or Christine Anstee on 
01446 774838for further details. 



ABOVE (left to right): FUW national president, Gareth Vaughan, FUW Glamorgan county 
president John Llewellyn, Lewys Hopkin, FUW deputy president Emyr Jones and 
Glamorgan county chairman Glyn Jones. 
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Welsh Secretary gives a vote of confidence 
to YMCA’s planned new Porthcawl centre 


THE appeal launched by 
Porthcawl YMCA for £150,000 to 
remodel its base in the town was 
backed by Welsh Secretary 
Cheryl Gillan during a visit to the 
John Street centre. 

The organisation has secured 
£300,000 in funding through the 
Welsh Assembly Government and is 
now seeking the match funding it 
needs for the project to begin. 

She was welcomed by John Berry, 
president of Porthcawl YMCA, who 
introduced her to volunteers and 
helpers, and showed plans and a model 
of the development. 

Also among those present were 
Coun Norah Clarke and her husband 
Mike, who are putting together the 
funding package, and Rev Colin 


Richards, who chairs the building 
committee. 

Planning permission for the scheme 
has already been obtained and they 
hope to start work next April. 

Mrs Gillan was welcomed to 
Porthcawl by town mayor Coun Mary 
Emment Lewis and deputy mayor 
Coun Barbara Stubbs. 

Mrs Gillan told the assembled vol¬ 
unteers and helpers that she was very 
impressed by what she had seen. 

“I am Welsh, despite what people 
may be saying. I was bom and brought 
up in Cardiff and I am a successful 
Welsh export. 

“As Welsh Secretary, I want to 
make Wales a better place, as you are 
trying to make Porthcawl a better 
place.” 



The busy, busy Lions are 
all around Porthcawl 


PORTHCAWL 
Lions Club is get¬ 
ting ready for a 
busy period, with 
all sorts of activities 
and social events in 
the pipeline. 

Members started off 
last Saturday by support¬ 
ing the Marie Curie 
Cancer Care Daffodil 
appeal at the Co-op 
Store in Pyle. 

This week, they have 
a social event at the 
Prince of Wales Public 
House in Kenfig; and at 
the weekend they are in 
the Seabank Hotel with 


their now well-known 
massive book sale. 

Organiser Lion Don 
Tickner said,: “This is 
the first book sale of the 
year, but there will be 
many more”. Doors 
open at 10am both days 
and admission is free. 

Full details of the 
book sales can be 
obtained from lion- 
sclub36 @ Hotmail. 
co.uk 

Porthcawl Lions will 
be in John Street on 
Lebruary 26, 10am-4pm 
again supporting the 
Marie Curie Daffodil 
Appeal. 

On Lebruary 27, the 


Lions will be at the Hi 
Tide and along the route 
of the Porthcawl Lions 
38-Lurlong Lun Run 
which starts at 10am. 

“The event is open to 
all mnners and even 
walkers. 

“Everyone who takes 
part receives a medal 
and the world record for 
this event is there to be 
broken," said, Lion Rhys 
Lewis. 

Further details can be 
obtained via porthcawl- 
lions.org or by telephon¬ 
ing Rhys on 
01656772369 

DAVID 

RICHARDS 


KEITH E 
MORGAN N 
was there with his 
trusty camera as the 
Welsh Secretary met 
YMCA supporters 
(above). 

She also called in 
the Tenovus shop 
(right), where 
Porthcawl Mayor 
Mary Emment Lewis 
is a 

volunteer. 



Porthcawl mayor 
elect is confirmed 

THE Mayor-elect of Porthcawl has been 
confirmed by Porthcawl Town Council. 

Coun Barbara Stubbs, who is deputy mayor, will 
now be installed as mayor at the annual meeting in 
May. She is a conservative member. 

She was proposed by Coun Chris Smart and sec¬ 
onded by Coun David Newton Williams. 

There were seven votes in favour with four 
abstentions from the Liberal Democrats. No-one 
voted against. 


Councillors praise The GEM 
as Porthcawl regeneration 
public meeting gets update 


PORTHCAWL 
town councillors 
have praised The 
GEM for disclosing 
information from 
leaked documents 
which detail how 
the revenue from 
the sale of land in 
the Porthcawl 
Regeneration Area 
is to be divided up. 

In a series of articles 
over the past few 
months, The GEM has 
revealed that the Evans 
families, who are the 
private owners of the 
land involved, are to get 
72 per cent of the prof¬ 
its of the sale of land to 
Tesco, with BCBC get¬ 
ting 28 per cent. 

Overall, there will be 
a 60-40 split in favour 
of the council; however, 
we revealed last week 
that valuers have 
warned there is a risk of 
the council not getting 
its share, because of a 
drop in land values. 

The Evans fa mi lies 
will get a guaranteed 
£15m from the sale of 
all the land - £5m from 
phase one, which 
includes the supermar¬ 
ket, and £10m from 
phase 2. 

They also warned 
that it could be 20 years 
or longer before phase-2 
gets under way, leaving 


the council taxpayer to 
take the hit if the land is 
sold at a lower price 
than its valuation in 
2006. 

The council is due to 
sign this agreement with 
the Evans shortly and 
cabinet voted last week 
to approve the deal in a 
secret session. 

When regeneration 
came up at Porthcawl 
Town Council, Coun 
Chris Smart stated he 
was delighted that it 
was now going to be 
included on every agen¬ 
da of the council,. 

“We are discussing 
this on the same day as 
The GEM has revealed 
information about secret 
deals and of the risks,” 
he said. 

“Nobody would 
know about this without 
The GEM as we have 
been kept in the dark 
about what’s happening 
in Porthcawl. 

“The people of 
Porthcawl do not know 
what is happening to the 
land in their own town, 
because we are not get¬ 
ting the true facts from 
official sources. 

“I do not see why 
this information was put 
on pink (secret) papers. 
People should know 
about the risks of what’s 
being done.” 

Coun Smart said that 
as a result of the con¬ 



cern in the town about 
what was happening, 
the town council should 
organise a public meet¬ 
ing. 

“We should call the 
meeting ourselves and 
invite regeneration offi¬ 
cer Andrew Parry Jones 
and communities direc¬ 
tor Louise Lradd from 
BCBC to come and 
explain what’s happen¬ 
ing. 

“We also want the 
Tesco developers pres¬ 
ent, so that we know 
what’s happening there. 
That development 
should have started a 
year ago, but nothing 
has yet been signed.” 

Coun Smart said that 
Porthcawl Shout and the 
chamber of trade had 
both had meetings with 
BCBC officers about 
progress on the scheme, 
so it was time that the 
town council did as 
well. 

He was backed by 
Conservative group 
leader David Deere, 
who said that the public 
was entitled to know 
what was going on from 
BCBC and the develop¬ 
er. 

“If you read The 
GEM, the council has 


employed valuers who 
are very eminent and 
they have warned that 
there’s a danger of the 
value of the land going 
down. 

“I do not think that 
there is a demand in the 
town for flats at the 
moment. 

“The flats on Rest 
Bay have taken two 
years to sell. I feel that 
if land values go down, 
there should be some¬ 
thing in the agreement 
with the Evans’s for a 
clawback of some of the 
money they will have 
received up front.” 

Coun Sean Aspey 
said that in his view 
there was a vast chasm 
between BCBC and the 
town council. 

“We need a meeting 
to engage the public. 

We have not asked peo¬ 
ple what they want 
since 2007. A whole 
generation of children 
have grown up in 
Porthcawl waiting for 
regeneration and wait¬ 
ing for facilities. 

“There was nothing 
here when I was a kid 
and there’s still nothing. 
This town and its peo¬ 
ple need to have input 
about what leisure facil¬ 
ities are to be provided 
under the plan. 

“In the three years I 
have been a councillor, 
there has been no 


request from BCBC for 
our views or for infor¬ 
mation,” he concluded. 

Councillors agreed 
unanimously to call a 
public meeting. Sitting 
in the public gallery 
was regeneration cam¬ 
paigner Graham Walter 
who told The GEM 
afterwards that he wel¬ 
comed the move to hold 
the meeting. 

“On the face of it, 
this announcement 
should be welcomed. 
The Town Council 
appears to be respond¬ 
ing to people pressure 
and, in particular, our 
six month long cam¬ 
paign for regeneration 
to become part of the 
town council agenda 
and also our call for 
better communication 
with local people. 

“Make no mistake, 
this is a massive u-turn 
by our town council 
leadership. 

“For years, the town 
council told residents 
regeneration was noth¬ 
ing to do with them and 
it was a matter for 
BCBC. Now, they have 
changed their stance,” 

He added that no 
details about when or 
where the meeting 
would be held were dis¬ 
cussed and it will be 
interesting to see how 
long it takes for this 
meeting to take place. 


Transport, nursing 
homes, bus services, 
cemetery charges 
- all in line for cuts? 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 1) 

• Closure of two 
automatic toilets - one 
in Porthcawl and one 
in Bridgend. Bridgend 
Town Council has 
refused to pay the 
£20,000 rental of 
theirs, which means it 
will go but Porthcawl 
Town Council are still 
considering what to do. 

• Cuts to day serv¬ 
ice provision with pos¬ 
sible cuts to the trans¬ 
port provided. The 
report says that this 
will increase pressure 
on carers. The cut will 
be £260,000. 

• A cut of £200,000 
in the budget for pay¬ 
ments to residential 
and nursing homes. 

• A £100,000 cut in 
the subsidy on car 


parking for council 
staff in council-owned 
car parks, which is 
likely to incur “staff 
resistance.” The origi¬ 
nal cut proposed in 
November was 
£140,000. 

• Reductions of 
£100,000 in the budget 
for supported bus serv¬ 
ices, which could mean 
some services being 
withdrawn 

• A review of run¬ 
ning costs and charges 
to traders in Bridgend 
market. 

• Removal of the 
£100,000 subsidy to 
Bryngarw House. 

• Changes to the 
provision of services 
for young people to 
save money 

• Increased ceme¬ 
tery charges. 


Two changes that 
were proposed in the 
draft budget have been 
dropped. The plan to 
transfer community 
centres to local com¬ 
munity groups, which 
would have saved 
£90,000, have been 
shelved so that more 
discussion can take 
place on the details. 

Also, the plan to cut 
the number of black 
bags given out has also 
been deleted. This 
would have saved 
£30,000. 

Fees and charges for 
council services are to 
increased by an aver¬ 
age of three per cent, 
although trade waste 
charges will go up 10 
per cent. 


CUTS BRING FEARS 
OF CLOSURE FOR 
MAESTEG LIBRARY 


THE reduction in funding for 
libraries will raise fresh fears 
in Maesteg about the future of 
their town centre library. 

Library chiefs pressed ahead with 
plans to relocate the library to the 
town’s sports centre but had to drop 
their plans in the teeth of opposition 
from residents, who organised a peti¬ 
tion against the proposal. 

In the end, library bosses decided to 
designate the new library at the sports 
centre, called Y Llynfi, as a centre of 
excellence for the whole borough for 
Welsh language material, and also as a 
home for its music collection. Family 
history was also located there with its 
own computers. 

Although there is no indication in 
the budget about where the axe will 
fall, Maesteg residents fear that the 
town centre library is being lined up to 
take the hit. 

Opponents of moving it to the 
sports centre successfully argued last 


time that the new out-of- town loca¬ 
tion, which is up a steep hill in every 
direction, would be inaccessible to 
everyone without a car. 

They say that older people would 
not be able to walk to it and it is not on 
any bus routes. 

The present library, right in the 
town centre is only yards from the bus 
station. It is convenient for people to 
use while doing their shopping. 

Staff fear that footfall will drop 
considerably if they are shunted to the 
new location, which would only be 
convenient for people shopping in the 
nearby Tesco stores. 

Town centre traders also warned 
that moving the library would impact 
on their businesses if library users no 
longer go into town and instead trek to 
the sports centre. 

The temptation would then be to 
shop in Tesco’s instead which would 
result in a drop in custom for town 
centre shops, the market and local 
cafes. 
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Follow the (Vale Council) Leader: 


£3 mill on funding boost 
for rural regeneration 


I N many ways, the rural 
Vale has had an excellent 
start to 2011: our rural 
areas (in the county apart 
from Barry and Penarth), look 
set to receive around £3 mil¬ 
lion in new grants. 

The council’s cabinet will shortly 
consider details of this funding pack¬ 
age which has been developed by the 
council’s rural regeneration team, 
Creative Rural Communities, with 
funding coming from the Welsh 
Assembly. 

The projects include several grant 
schemes to support the fabric of rural 
communities - in the form of the 
regeneration of public spaces and the 
‘greening’ of community buildings 
and £500,000 is identified for 
improvements to the rural cycle net¬ 
work and footpaths. 

There will be funding for tourism, 
too, with the aim of stimulating inno¬ 
vative developments in the arts, cul¬ 
ture, food and heritage tourism. 

Also, for the first time, funds 
would be available to offer financial 
support and advice to Vale farmers to 
diversify into non-agricultural activi¬ 
ties. 

Funding would also be opened up 
for rural ‘hub’ development, which 
would be based on the very successful 
‘pub is the hub’ initiative currently 
operating in parts of rural England. 
Llantwit scheme 
Another scheme from Creative 
Rural Communities is the improve¬ 
ment project for Boverton Road in 
Llantwit Major. The quarter of a mil¬ 
lion pound grant awarded to Llantwit 
Major Town Council means that 


improvements should be delivered by 
the end of April. 

The scheme will see improvements 
to the shopping centre around 
Boverton Road with the creation of 
formal parking spaces. The project 
also includes new paving, lighting, 
seating and planting. 

Cowbridge Library 

Sticking with my rural Vale theme, 
it was a pleasure to open the new look 
Cowbridge library at the beginning of 
this month. 

The library has been completely 
redecorated inside and out and has a 
new IT suite, separate children’s area 
and new self-service equipment, plus 
lighting and shelving and furniture 
have all been upgraded. If you live in 
the area and haven’t visited the library 
for some time, please take a look and 
if you have children or grandchildren 
they would be very welcome too. 

Barry road 

Funding, which in the main is com¬ 
ing from the Welsh Assembly 
Government, isn’t just going into the 
rural Vale - we have just announced 
£1 million worth of improvements to 
Barry’s Thompson Street. 

This will include the creation of a 
new road layout with new paving, 
drainage, lighting, trees, litter bins, 
bollards, CCTV and public art. 

As well as improving the appear¬ 
ance of the area, the project will also 
create formal on-street parking areas 
for shoppers; improved facilities for 
bus services and safe crossing points 
with dropped kerbs for pedestrians. 

The bulk of the work is expected to 
be completed by the end of August. 



by Coun 


GORDON 

KEMP 

Leader of the 
^Vale Council J 


Mayor’s 

charity 

coffee 

THE Mayor of the 
Valeis holding a chari¬ 
ty coffee morning at St 
Helen’s Church Hall, 
Wyndham Street, 
Barry, on Tuesday, 
February 23, at 
10.30am- 12noon. All 
proceeds will go to 
National Coastwatch 
at Nell’s Point. 


Weatherman (and mum-in-law) 

on a Peru trek for charity! 


S4C weatherman 
Chris Jones is 
marking his 20th 
year reporting the 
weather by 

trekking along one 
of the seven won¬ 
ders of the world - 
with his mother-in- 
law! 

He will be travelling 
to Peru to walk along the 
Inca Trail to Machu 
Picchu in aid of Velindre 
Hospital and will be 
joined by mother-in-law 
Mags Stevens (65). 

Chris (46), and Mags, 
of Ogmore-by-Sea, have 


been in strict training for 
their marathon walk! 

“I’ve been a weather 
presenter for 20 years on 
S4C and I’ve been look¬ 
ing to do something 
worthwhile to commem¬ 
orate that,” said Chris, 
who is married to Lou 
and has four children 
Llinos (19), Gwen (17), 
Jamie (12), and Lily- 
Haf (eight). 

“I saw this trek for 
Velindre Hospital. Both 
my parents, Eric and 
Iris, and my father-in- 
law Stan have all been 
treated for cancer at 
Velindre, so we’re doing 
the trek to Peru because 


Further proof 
that it pays to 
advertise in your 
local GEM! 

FURTHER proof of the pulling power of 
The GEM has come from two of our 
advertisers, who were delighted by the 
response to their recent adverts in the 
original ‘ priceless 9 newspaper. 

“/ have just had a booking for 12 new cus¬ 
tomers, who saw the advert - and a busy 
lunchtime - all within 24 hours of my advert 
coming out in The GEM,” said Paul Hillard, of 
the Dining Room at Finnegans, Barry Island. 

“/ had such a good response to my advert in 
the January dining feature - it was like 
Christmas all over again!” reported Ahayale, 
Oasis Mediterranean Resturant, Broad Street, 
Barry. 


of our connection with 
the hospital.” 

Chris and Mags leave 
on May 5 for the trek 
organised by Velindre, 
during which they will 
spend 10 days in Peru 
and walk for six along 
the Inca Trail to the lost 
city. 

To sponsor Chris visit 
www.just giving, com/chri 
s-jonesll. 


RIGHT: 
Chris and Mags step 
out on a training walk. 



Valeways guided walks 

On Sunday, February 20, 2pm, Wrinstone 
Mediaeval Village, meet near Wenvoe 
Warms, Wenvoe (Di and Linda 01446 
749000). 

Thursday, February 24, 1.30pm, ‘Magical 
Meanders’ Start at footbridge near Sportsman’s 
Rest, Peterston-Super-Ely. (Graham 07908 
924576). 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 


Mr Stefano Susanna dvm, mrcvs 
Mrs Sonia Susanna dvm, mrcvs 


•w* 


Special Offer: 

Your kitten 
or puppy 

vaccinated, 

Head, wormed and 
identichipped all for only £51.60 


North Road, I Poundfield, 
Cowbridge Llantwit Major 
01446 774016 | 01446 794972 


FITTED BEDROOM 
CLEARANCE EVENT 


TWO DAYS ONLY! 


DUE TO A MAJOR REORGANISATION & EXPANSION PROJECT WE ARE NOW, 




CLEARING ALL OF OUR FITTED BEDROOM DISPLAYSi 6 Qo/ 

BEFORE INTRODUCING OUR BRAND NEW AND EXCITING SPRING RANGESsOppf 0 


IMS FRDAY 18th & SATURDAY 19th FEBRUARY OILY 


THESE FITTED BEDROOM DISPLAYS WU ALL BE SOLD OFF WTTH A 

DISCOUNT OF AT LEAST 60% OFF 

I IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BRING ACCURATE ROOM MEASUREMENTS WITH YOU. I 

| ALL SALES WILL BE SECURED WITH A DEPOSIT ON A FIRST CLAIM | 


TOWN & COUNTRY 5 ‘ 71 

FURNITURE, BRIDGEND TEL: 01656 653147 

J A 
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GARDEN & TREE SERVICES 


ADVERTISEMEN 


FEATURE 


Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

■s 01446402848 
& 07739389578 



ORGANIC PRODUCE 


Meat and 10 veg: a 
healthy, thrifty and 
ethical way to eat! 

O RGANIC vegbox company 
Riverford on Wash Farm 
believes that eating better 
quality, higher-welfare meat, less often 
and in smaller quantities is a healthy, 
thrifty and ethical way to eat this year. 

‘“Meat and 10 veg’ is our philosophy on how 
to eat meat in a sensible way and save money,” 
says Chris and Alison Moruzzi, who deliver 
Riverford vegboxes in this area. 

“Eat a small amount of good quality, ideally 
organic meat, and let the veg be the star of the 
show. 

“It also makes good economic sense. A steak 
supper for six is likely to be painful on the wallet; 
a beef stir fry packed with vegetables is not.” 

Riverford has devised a fortnight’s worth of 
meals that embrace the meat and 10 veg 
philosophy. 

Riverford works with farmers over the long 
term, so it knows where the livestock comes 
from, the breed, how the animal was raised and 
then killed and hung. 

The meat is carefully butchered and packed by 
hand by Riverford’s skilled team of butchers. 

To find out more about organic veg and meat 
delivered to your door, visit www.riverford.co.uk. 


OUR ORGANIC 
VEGETABLES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR 
NOW IN YOUR AREA 
0845 600 2311 local rate 
HOME OFFICE: 01639 772846 
www.riverford.co.uk 
OUR FARM TO YOUR TABLE 


MOBILE CARPETS 

Steve 
Richmond 

MOBILE FLOORING 
LIBRARY 


If, for some reason, you are 
unable to visit our showroom at 

17 Heol Trelales, Laleston 

then telephone for our Mobile 
Carpet Library to call on you. 

View carpets in your own home 

Match to your colour scheme 

We will measure and estimate FREE of 
charge without any obligation. 

We are suppliers of all ranges of carpets, vinyl, 
laminated and real wood flooring, and have a 
vast amount of styles for you to choose from. 
All expertly fitted - giving our customers a high 
standard of service from beginning to end. 
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE... 


www.steverichmond.co.uk 

or E-Mail: steve@steverichmond.co.uk 

Tel: 01656 648043/07774 889416 


ARE you the sort of person who works full time and doesn’t have 
enough hours in the day? Perhaps you are housebound or would 
prefer to shop from home. 

The good news is that help is at hand! All of the services on this page will come 
out to you, so now is the time to make a note of these suppliers and make your 
life a little easier. Put your feet up and relax - these companies are happy to do 
the running around for you and aim to bring a first class service to your door! 

WINDOW CLEANING 


Four generations 
of quality service 

D SS is a fourth generation family- 
run window cleaning business, 
operating for more than 53 years 
- covering an area from Porthcawl to 
the outskirts of Cardiff. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all our customers for their loyalty over the decades 
and to assure them of a continued quality service 
for years to come. 

We, of course, are eager to increase our 
customer base and would welcome any new 
customers - both private and commercial. 

If we can in any way be of assistance to you with I 
your cleaning requirements, please do not hesitate 
to contact us on 01443 225022. 



Window 

Cleaners 


Traditional & Reach & Wash 
Fully Insured 

IOSH Trained 

01443 225022 


CARPETS/FLOORING 



floorin g 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Contract & Domestic 

Choose your carpet/flooring. 

Contact us with your 
requirements. 

We bring samples to you. 

We provide you with a quote. 

If you are happy, we can arrange 
fitting there and then, or 
whenever is convenient for you 
FREE MEASURING SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY 


Ring 2012 Flooring Now on 

0788 3012080 
www.2012flooring.com 


OFFICE/HOME CLEANING 


P 


AN’S Domestic Cleaning is going from 
strength-to-strength, and Jan has built 
up a reputation for providing a 
reliable, personal and professional service. 

Jan has developed her business to offer contract and 
commercial cleaning. She offers a superb service at a 
reasonable price, whether you require a weekly or 
monthly cleaning service, a one-off, full house or 
commercial property clean. She will even clean your 
carpets! 

Jan was often asked for a reliable handyman to do 
odd jobs. With this in mind, Jan has started a 
partnership with her partner Pete -Mr Multifix- who 
specialises in kitchen and bathroom installations. 

Jan and Pete are now trading as Jan’s Domestic 
Cleaning and Building Maintenance Services. 
Contact Jan on 07934 141582. No job too small! 



Domestic Cleaning & 
Building Maintenance Services 

★ Hours to suit you 

★ Professional, friendly service 

★ Fully Insured ★ Free Estimates 

★ Contract & Commercial Cleaning 

★ Kitchen & Bathroom Specialists 
Call Jan for more information on: 

07934 141 582 


Flooring company’s 
success story... 

2012 FLOORING was one of the 
success stories of 2010. 

Chris Wall started the company early last year, 
offering a new way to buy flooring. 

Just check out their website, decide on a 
product that interests you, and they will call round 
with a range of samples. 

Chris said: “Quality service and meeting our 
customers’ needs is at the heart of the business. 

“Just check out the many satisfied customers’ 
testimonials on our website.” 

2012 Flooring offers estimates, free delivery 
and will uplift your old carpet, move any furniture 
and fit cupboards. 

So, for a quality service to your door, call 2012 
Flooring on 07883 012 080, freephone 0800 610 
2012, or visit www.2012flooring.com. 


OVEN CLEANING 


Ovenu leaves 
ovens like new! 

O VENU CARDIFF WEST are 
one of the leading oven valeting 
companies covering the entire 
south Wales area. 

Our technicians are all British Standard- 
trained, so you are assured of a first class service 
every time. 

Our products are caustic free and approved by 
the British Enamel Association. We are 
recommended by Lacanche and Britannia among 
other manufacturers. 

We achieve spectacular results by making sure 
we allow more than enough time for each client; 
in fact, 60 per cent of our orders are thanks to 
recommendations from satisfied customers. 

Our services also include the valeting of hobs, 
extractors, microwaves and barbecues. 

We carry a wide range of spares for all 
appliances, enabling us to replace or repair faulty 
items while valeting your oven, leaving it like 
new. 

Please call freephone 0800 140 9800 for a 
24/7 service; you can also go to 
www. ovenu. co. uk 


ovenu.co.uk 




oveA 

oven valeting service .. .punctuality, pride. 

• Range & AGA Specialist 

• Ovens & Hobs 

• Extractor Hoods 

• Microwave Ovens m , 

k® Traditional Stoves | 

the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists 



MOBILE CLAIRVOYANT 


CLAIRVOYANT 



Soft/ Expressions 


Do you wa/ftto know what 
2011 has in store for you? 
Clairvoyant Medium available for 
Individual and Group readings. 
Call Jo Now to book 

07939 941640 


TELEVISION & AUDIO 


Your passport 
to TV High 
Definition! 

N EW TV for Christmas? Don’t 
waste time with unreliable set 
top aerials - if you are not 
getting all the channels, take 
advantage of our February promotion 
and reap the full benefits of your 
Digital TV. 

Do you have an HD-ready TV? If so, are you 
making the most of it? Without a ‘high 
definition’ source, your HDTV is just a TV. 

With a Freeview HD or Freesat HD receiver 
you could transform your TV and enjoy Six 
Nations Rugby on BBC HD, and FA Cup, 
Champions league Football and the 2011 
Rugby World Cup on ITV HD. 

All subscription-free in stunning high 
definition! 

Call us on 07980 971303 or 01446 747852. 


CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


February Promotion!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied & Installed Only £70 
2 Rooms Only £20 Extra (no hidden costs!) 
Freeview HD Box Delivered & Installed £120 
Freeview HD Box Delivered, Installed and 
Aerial Upgrade Only £180 


1 Free Estimates 
1 TV Wall Mount Specialists 
1 Freesat/Sky Installation 
& Servicing 

1 Domestic & Commercial 


Kl 


Local Tradesman 
From The Vale 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 


Reg No: 18266277 


Call Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 


DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Dishwashers, etc, 
Established 1983 
Most makes repaired. 

Machines NOT 
taken away - repaired at 
your own home. 

7T Bridgend 659354 
07974120082 
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STUDENTS CONSIDER THEMSELVES AT 
HOME IN THEIR BRAND NEW THEATRE! 


REVIEW by PHILIP IRWIN 
PHOTOGRAPHS by MIKE WILCOCK 


WO years ago, 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
migrated to Porthcawl for a 
rousing production of Les 
Miserables. 

A big stage, big set pieces and an 
audience of more than 600 made for a 
memorable evening. 

Now, the school has its own theatre, 
seating about 260, and it was a much 
more intimate venue for this year’s 
excellent production, Oliver! 

Everyone in the audience is close to 
the action - the front rows especially. 

It must be quite unnerving for the 
younger cast members to find a sea of 
faces within 10 feet or so. 

However, on the evening I attended 
(Wednesday), there was no evidence 
of any nerves. In fact, after about eight 
years of watching school productions 
for The GEM, it occurred to me that I 
now take for granted that the perform¬ 
ers will be word perfect. 

I simply can’t recall the last time 
that I saw anyone stumble over their 
lines - and the Cowbridge pupils were 
no exception. 

Oliver!, of course, is a real crowd 
pleaser, and it has the advantage that 
everyone knows the characters well. 
That familiarity comes from the film 
version, with Ron Moody as Fagin and 
Jack Wild as the Artful Dodger and it 
is a bit of a two-edged sword. 

The audience knows the show, 
which is good, but for the performers 
it means that they will be compared to 
some seriously good performances! 

So, congratulations to Rhys Jenkins 
(Fagin) and Richard Wilks (Dodger) 
who stepped out and stamped their 
personality on the roles. 

In the case of Rhys, his dialogue 
scenes were good and, when it came to 
the songs, his diction was clear and his 
comic timing was very promising. 

His big test was, of course, 
‘Reviewing the Situation’ and he did a 
fine job on a difficult song. 

Richard Wilks, as the Artful 
Dodger, looked very much at home on 
stage. He can sing, dance and is a nat¬ 
ural leader. 

In the same way that the Fagin's 
young thieves take their cue from the 
Dodger, the younger cast members 
were taking their cues from Richard. 

Oliver! has its own pantomime vil¬ 
lain, of course, in Bill Sykes, and 
Matthew Whiteley got his teeth into 
this role. He relished stomping around 
the stage theatening all and sundry. He 
well and truly earned his chorus of 
boos at the curtain call! 

However, while Bill Sykes is a 
great role to play, he does pose a prob¬ 
lem, and it was one I raised with the 
show’s director, Amanda Campbell, 
the head of drama. 

The problem is, how do modem 
girls view Nancy's relationship with 
Bill Sykes? As girls get more assertive 



and confident, surely they would won¬ 
der why she doesn’t just walk away 
from him? 

It means that I always feel uneasy 
whenever Nancy sings ‘As long as he 
needs me’. It's getting harder and hard¬ 
er to suppress the urge to shout out: 
“He’s a psycho, Nancy, get out before 
it’s too late!” 

Amanda Campbell said that the 
girls playing Nancy (Melanie Stevens 
and Cate McHugh) had spent some 
time talking about the role, and felt 
that Nancy was a prisoner of her time, 
without the options open to modern 
women. 

Perhaps as a result, it stmck me that 
when I saw Melanie on stage, she pre¬ 
sented a much darker version of ‘As 
long as he needs me’. Her Nancy was 
a damaged girl who was clinging to a 
doomed hope that things might change 
- although deep down she knew that 
they would not. 

Melanie, after several years with the 
Bridgend Youth Theatre, is a very 
accomplished actress and singer, and 
she brought out ah the aspects of 
Nancy’s character. 

I should add at this point that I 
would have loved to have seen Cate’s 
version, and did drop in on the previ¬ 
ous night but fell victim to Murphy’s 
Law, as Melanie did two nights in a 
row. However, people who saw the 
show on a different night tell me that 
Cate’s Nancy was excellent. 

There were other fine performanc¬ 
es, with Ollie Hitchings and Asha 
Fletcher-Peters proving to be a fine 
comedy double act as Mr Bumble and 
Widow Corney, while I enjoyed 
Saskia Pay’s over-the-top Mrs 
Sowerby. 

There were two Olivers, and I saw 
Thomas Hill, who sang and acted the 
role very well. Simlarly, I am told that 
Callum Hill also did a fine job. 

Musically, under the direction of 
Adrian Colbome, there were some fine 
moments. The orchestra (ah pupils) 
were excellent, and I particularly 
enjoyed the arrangement of ‘Who will 
buy?’, which featured Megan Jones, 
Alice Sturgess-Webb, Asha Fletcher- 
Peters, Hannah Jones, Ellie Williams 
and Matthew Jenkins - among others. 

To sum up, Oliver! confirmed that 
Cowbridge can look forward to more 
fine productions in the future, as there 
is plenty of talent in the pipeline. 

There should also be a bright future 
for the venue. It should be suitable for 
a wide variety of shows, from musi¬ 
cals and plays, to cabaret and even 
stand-up. 

The first concert, of course, was a 
week earlier, when Cowbridge Male 
Voice Choir performed. When The 
GEM spoke to the Mayor of 
Cowbridge and Llanblethian, Coun 
Len Taylor, he said that, as a member 
of the audience, he found it a fine 
venue for choral singing as well! 

(See page 5 for a full cast list). 



ABOVE: Melanie Stevens as 
Nancy, with Oliver. 




The full 
stage during 
rehearsals. 




Rhys Jenkins 
as Fagin. 



Richard Wilks as 
the Artful Dodger. 
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News in and out of class at Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg 


rCT\) 




PICTURED ABOVE: Priya Gupta, Ffion Davies, 
Menna George and Megan Thomason. 


PICTURED: Dr Carl Clowes of Dolen Cymru, Richard Pilcher, Rhys 
George and the Prince of Lesotho. 


Oxford bound! 
CONGRATULATIONS to two 
year-13 students who have 
been successful in securing 
places at Oxford University 
for the forthcoming academic 
year. 

Eleri Roberts from Barry will read 
philosophy and theology at Jesus 
College, while Gareth Davies from 
Dinas Powys will read medicine at 
Wadham College (See picture on 
right).. 

Out of 1,500 who applied to read 
medicine this year, only 150 were cho¬ 
sen. We are naturally delighted to 
share both his and Eleri’s success and 
wish them both well with their future 
studies. 

Awards ceremony 

TWO S4C and national network stars, 
Rhodri Owen and Emma Walford, 
were guest speakers at this year’s 
award ceremony for GCSE and A- 
Level successes. 

Both are prospective parents of the 
school and both gave fitting tributes to 
the efforts of staff and pupils in cele¬ 


brating the school’s best ever GCSE 
and A-Level results in the summer 
preceding our 10th anniversary cele¬ 
brations. 

‘Discover’ programme 

CONGRATULATIONS to four year-9 
girls, Priya Gupta, Ffion Davies, 
Menna George and Megan Thomason, 
who have been chosen to participate in 
the ‘Discover’ programme. 

Four girls from each of the local 
schools have been chosen to attend 
workshops and science lectures in the 
University of Cardiff during 2011. 
Renowned scientists lead these activi¬ 
ties in order to promote STEM. 

Royal visit... 

THE school was honoured to extend a 
welcome to The Prince of Lesotho, 
who visited Bro Morgannwg as part of 
the Dolen Cymru link. 

While in school, the Prince had the 
opportunity to meet two year-12 boys, 
Richard Pilcher and Rhys George 
from Penarth, who will be undertaking 
voluntary work in Lesotho during the 
summer. 

Pictured (top right) with the boys 
and the Prince is Dr Carl Clowes of 
Dolen Cymru. MT 


- ABOVE: - 

Headteacher Dylan Jones with Emma 
Walford and Rhodri Owen at the GCSE 
and A-Level awards ceremony. 



| ABOVE: Eleri Roberts and Gareth Davies ] 


Young actors attend 
Boys Village premiere 

rTTfl 



FOUR young actors from 
Stagecoach Theatre Arts 
recently attended the world 
premiere of Boys Village, a 
new film drama at Cineworld, 
Cardiff, as part of the 2011 
Ffresh Festival. 

The four appeared in the film, 
written and directed by award-win¬ 
ning German film maker Till 
Kleinert, and shot last summer at 


the now-derelict Boys Village camp 
in West Aberthaw. 

Kleinert wanted to cast local 
actors and approached Stagecoach, 
requesting suitable students to 
audition for the main roles. 

The picture above, taken at the 
premiere, shows Till Kleinert (cen¬ 
tre) with (from left) Jack Watkin- 
Jones, Lewis Coster, Andrew 
McQueen and Hannah-Rose Jones. 


SALE ENDS 
THIS WEEKEND 

k. Wi 




With Finance available” 



George Street 


Huge Winter Sale Reductiorrs throughout the Store 

SALE 

ww^^eorgesineet co uk 

Furnishers 


Furniture 

NEWPORT 


• Carpets 
633 214241 


Beds 
CAR D11 


Bathroom 
2920 49 27 27 
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BARRY SHOPKEEPER DEFIES 
BAYONET-WIELDING ROBBER 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


A COURAGEOUS pro¬ 
prietor of a Barry cor¬ 
ner shop decided he was 
going to take no non¬ 
sense when two men, one 
armed with a WWII 
replica bayonet, tried to 
carry out a robbery. 

Cardiff Crown Court heard 
that Satheesh Arumgam looked 
one of the raiders in the eye 
and as a result, he “lost his 
bottle” and fled. The other 
man was locked in the premis¬ 
es. 

Ian Mackay (21) an unem¬ 
ployed trainee chef, of Barry, 
was sent to prison for two 
years and eight months and 
Peter Hardy (20) also of Barry, 
was sent to a young offender 
institution for two years and 
four months. 

Each admitted a charge of 
attempted robbery. 

Hardy also admitted pos¬ 
sessing the bayonet. 

Judge Stephen Hopkins said 
the bayonet was actually point¬ 


ed at the shopkeeper’s chin. 

“Mr Arumgam was having 
none of it, and he gave Hardy 
such a look he was stopped in 
his tracks and he fled. Mackay 
was stunned by the shopkeep¬ 
er’s behaviour.” 

He told the pair: 
“Shopkeepers are entitled to 
the protection of the court 
from people like you. 

“Mr Arumgam’s behaviour 
was courageous to say the very 
least, and single-handed he 
drove you both off.” 

Prosecutor Tony Trigg said 
that on Sunday, October 24, 
the two were wandering 
around Barry penniless. 

“They hatched a plot to 
commit a robbery, and went to 
Hardy’s home, where he col¬ 
lected a bayonet.” 

He said they targeted Barry 
Mini Market in Barry Road. 
Both covered their faces and 
Hardy went behind the count¬ 
er, approached Mr Arumgam 


and produced a bayonet, which 
he brandished shouting: “Give 
me the money”. 

Mackay was standing near 
the entrance. But it was then 
Mr Arumgam looked Hardy in 
the eye and he ran. 

The proprietor leapt over 
the counter with a baseball bat. 

“Hardy realised this man 
was not a pushover.” 

They were arrested on 
November 11 and admitted the 
offence. Hardy pointed out that 
he didn’t have a drink or drugs 
problem. Mackay said he was: 
“broke and homeless”. 

Mackay was said to have 
previous convictions for 
assault and theft and threaten¬ 
ing to cause damage. 

Hardy had no previous con¬ 
victions. 

David Purnell for Mackay 
said previous attempts by the 
courts to stop him committing 
offences had not been success¬ 
ful and he could not justify 


what had happened. 

For two weeks, he contin¬ 
ued, he had been without a 
home and had lost his right to 
benefits. 

“All his relationships have 
been fractured, and his life 
became a disaster, but he is 
beginning to mature and there 
is hope for the future. He has 
learned his lesson.” 

Jeanette Treharne for Hardy 
said: “The offence was utterly 
out of character. At the time he 
was clearly depressed and 
estranged from his family. He 
accepts he went into the shop 
with a weapon, but when he 
saw the look the shopkeeper 
gave him, he desisted. He 
knows it has to be custody.” 

She said he had been of for¬ 
mer good character. Because 
of his depression, he had once 
been admitted to hospital after 
taking a drugs overdose. 

But, said Ms Treharne, he 
was back with his family, who 
were supporting him and his 
remorse was genuine. 


Book of condolence for Gavin and Stacey star 


TOWN REMEMBERS BAFTA 
CYMRU AWARD-WINNING 
ACTRESS MARGARET JOHN 


A book of condo¬ 
lence has been 
opened in Barry in 
which people can 
pay tribute to the 
Welsh Bafta 
award-winning 
actress Margaret 
John, who died 
recently. 

The book will be 
available to members of 
the public over the next 
three weeks. 


Lyndsay Ellis of Park 
Funeral Directors on 
Tynewydd Road 
explained: “It was with 
great sadness that we 
heard of the sudden 
passing of the actress 
Margaret John, who 
played the very comical 
Doris in Barry’s very 
own Gavin and Stacey. 

“Her contribution to 
the series helped put the 
town on the map. 

“As recognition of 
this we have opened a 


book of condolence for 
any members of the 
community who wish to 
share their memories of 
her.” 

Mr Ellis also said a 
memorial service may 
be held in the town hon¬ 
ouring Margaret. 

“We are also in dis¬ 
cussions with her man¬ 
aging company and 
family, discussing 
whether to hold a 
memorial service for 
her in Barry. 


“In the meantime, the 
book of condolence will 
be at our office for 
approximately three 
weeks and all members 
of the community are 
welcome to come in and 
sign it and share their 
memories. 

“It will then be pre¬ 
sented to Margaret’s 
family on behalf of the 
people of Barry.” 

Although Margaret 
became particularly 
well-known for the role 


of Doris, she had a dis¬ 
tinguished career which 
included roles in many 
of Britain’s top shows 
including Coronation 
Street, Last of the 
Summer Wine and 
Emmerdale. 

In 2009, she received 
a Bafta Cymru Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

Fellow star, James 
Corden, described 
Swansea born Margaret 
as “a great actress and 
an incredible lady”. 


Interesting items from the cupboard! 


Roman Catholic priest 
will be remembered 
as ‘caring, lovely man’ 



ABOVE (left to right): 

Fr Pierce Maher, Rev Heather Weddell, and Canon Derek Belcher 
pictured together at a recent Churches Together in Cowbridge event. 
(PHOTOGRAPH BY MIKE WILCOCK). 


THE death was announced 
last week of Father Pierce 
Maher, the Catholic parish 
priest for Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge, and the news 
sparked a series of heartfelt 
tributes. 

Father Maher had told his congre¬ 
gation some time ago that he was 
being treated for cancer, but he con¬ 
tinued to be active in the parish and, 
only three weeks ago, he joined 
Churches Together in Cowbridge to 
sign a new ‘mission statement’ - 
emphasising how the different 
churches would work together. 

Rev Heather Weddel of the United 
Free Church said: “He was a lovely 
man to know, and always put himself 
out for people. 

“He always made a point of attend¬ 
ing the Churches Together holiday 
club, and he really engaged with peo¬ 
ple of all ages. 

“We knew he was ill, but on that 
evening three weeks ago I thought he 
looked much better, so his death has 
come as a shock.” 

She added: “However, he seemed 
at ease with the future and told me he 
was happy to go - in the Good Lord’s 
time.” 

Canon Derek Belcher of Holy 
Cross Church, who was also at that 


signing, said: “This is devastating 
news. He was a very kind and faithful 
priest and was a good person to 
know. He was very open-minded, and 
I will miss his sense of humour.” 

The Mayor of Llantwit Major, 

Coun Ralph Austin, said: “I was 
shocked to hear of the loss of Father 
Maher. 

“He had such a wonderful sense of 
humour and had a big smile and a 
cheerful greeting for everyone . 

“He was a very caring man, and 
will be a great loss to the communi¬ 
ty.” 

The Rev Heather Weddel said that 
Fr Maher had a “real heart for ecu¬ 
menism” and had been a great sup¬ 
porter of the Churches Together idea. 

The chairwoman of Churches 
Together, Rosemary Samuel, a parish¬ 
ioner of Fr Maher’s, told The GEM: 
“He had been at Our Lady and St 
Illtud for 12 years, and we were all 
very fond of him. 

“He touched so many people, and I 
have been sent so many messages to 
pass on from people in other church¬ 
es.” 

The GEM understands that there 
will be a private requiem mass in 
Llantwit, but a public requiem mass is 
to be held in All Hallows, Miskin, at 
12 noon on Tuesday, February 22. 


A FASCINATING 
hobby was shared by 
the speaker, Mr 
Stephen Jarvis, with 
Southerndown WI 
members at the 
February meeting. 

Mr Jarvis collects 
kitchen gadgets and 


brought quite an array 
with him. 

Among the collection 
were several which 
could be found at the 
back of kitchen cup¬ 
boards today. It was 
interesting to see a 
Kenwood Chef, the 
super, ultra, all-dancing 



SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS - 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 
•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 


Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 

allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 


SOUTHERNDOWN WI NEWS 


electric mixer of its day, 
but the writer’s favourite 
was a mould, its interior 
shaped in leaves and 
flower head relief. This 
was Monmouth pottery. 

The price of some of 
the electric pieces of 
equipment were quite 
eye-opening, many 
would not pass health 
and safety rules today. 


One wonders whether 
today’s state-of-the-art 
items will be treasured 
and remembered nostal¬ 
gically. 

Business was dealt 
with by president 
Rhiannon Gaen, and 
names taken for spring 
council meeting in 
Porthcawl on May 4; 
also walks, craft events 


etc during the next few 
months, were discussed. 

The next monthly 
meeting is on March 10, 
at 7.15pm in St Brides 
Major church hall. Val 
Weaver and Claire 
Davies will talk about 
fund raising for 
Macmillan nurses. 

Th title of talk will be: 
‘Ain’t no mountain high 
enough ’. 

BM 


Welsh company launches 
an industry first website 


LAST year, UK 
business wrote off 
£64 billion worth 
of overdue invoic¬ 
es. Business Debt 
Collection Agencies 
(DCAs) are able to 
get that money 
back for them in 
86 per cent of 
cases. 

DebtPlough’s service 
provides a comparison 
website that gives them 
the opportunity to 
source the right one for 
them - the first in the 
industry. 

The aim of 
DebtPlough is to get 
SMEs to use DCAs to 


ADVERTISEMENT 


reclaim outstanding 
invoices. The DCAs on 
the panel are on a no- 


win, no-fee basis. 

DebtPlough as a 
company feels that 
SMEs have nothing to 
lose and everything to 
gain by using a DCA. 


Recover your overdue invoices today! 

Owed money by another business? 

Cashflow problems? 

Want your money back quickly and hassle free? 
Confused by the amount of business to Business 
Debt Collection Agencies in the market place? 

Not sure where to go next? 

WANT TO COMPARE THE BEST DCA’S 
ON ONE WEBSITE? 

The answer to all these questions is at 
www.debtplough.com 
For an instant quote and instant action on 
your business debt recovery use 

Debt PHu4*h 


MP’s no to prisoners’ votes 

THE Vale MPAlun Cairns voted against giving prisoners the vote 
in last week’ Commons debate. 

Mr Cairns reported: “It was a tense debate but there was no way that I could 
support the position taken by the European Court on Human rights to allow 
prisoners to vote. 

“The government will have to bring a law before parliament later this year 
but last Thursday’s vote will have left them in no doubt of how people feel”. 


DOUBLE GLAZING 
REPAIRS 

(WOOD, UPVC, ALUMINIUM) 


♦ Broken Glass Replacement 

• Roptfr/Replace Misted Qla fi 

• Fauky/Broken Hinges, 
Locks, Handles 

* Patio Door Problems 

• Draughty/Leaking 
Windows, Doors, 
Conservatories 

* Catflaps, Letterboxes, 

New Door Panels 


* Stained Glass Repairs and 
Replacements 

* Gtass/mrrors of all types 
cut to size 

* uPVC New Windows/Doors 
Installed 

* Upgrades to Locks and 

rtanoics 

* Fasdas, Guttering, Cladlng 

* Shop Fronts 


For a Free (luoitUton by a 
Reliable Competitive Company Semiring Cardiff, 

The Vale and South H dies Valley% 

Telephone: Dec finalise Glass on 02920 566694 1 07950027826 
DenislainvS- anl.rum 
306 Wcvtern Avenue. I.Linda IT, Cardiff 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


MAKING LIFE EASIER . .. 



Your difficulty is our concern 


S OMETIMES as we get older, things 
we used to take for granted get 
harder to do - like opening jars, 
putting on socks, walking to the shops. 

Many gadgets and aids have been designed 
and produced to make things easier, and there 
may be just the thing to help you with your 

CJ Ball offer an 
outstanding service 

C J BALL provide outstanding per¬ 
sonal customer service - including 
free and without obligation servic¬ 
es: At Home - where we can call to dis¬ 
cuss requirements in the comfort of your 
own home. 

Collection Service - you may prefer to visit our 
showrooms, but find it difficult to get to us - we 
collect you and up to three other family or friends 
in a comfortable car. 

Enjoy a cuppa while you view our large range 
and when you are ready, we will pop you home. 

Other after-care services also include the very 
popular memorial insurance and memorial mainte¬ 
nance for total peace of mind. 


MEMORIALS 
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specific difficulty. If you would like to pop into 
the shop to check out our stock, or to say, “/ 
have difficulty doing such and such - have you 
got anything to help me?” we’d be only too 
happy to help. 

We have a wide range of items in stock, but 
if we don’t have what you need, we will scour 
the catalogues to see if there is anything we 
could order for you. 

We look forward to seeing you! 


i: M H I SI 'I 

•Slicks to 
Scooters 
• Readier* to 
RiM'Recfcner* 
•Wheelchair Hite 
• Batteries & 
Servicing 


It's time to plan ahead with 
PASSMORES - make a 
Lasting Power of Attorney! 
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AWYERS 
around 
f Wales and 
England are run¬ 
ning a national 
‘Make a Lasting 
Power of Attorney’ 
campaign to 
encourage all peo¬ 
ple to plan ahead 
to avoid problems 
if they later lose 
mental capacity. 

It means making a 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney (LPA) on the 
new version of the 
forms, which came into 
force in October 2009. 

A Lasting Power of 
Attorney is a legal doc¬ 
ument that enables one 


Vic Hopkins comes up with 
an offer you can't refuse! 


I F you are lucky 
enough to have 
retired or know 
anyone who quali¬ 
fies as an OAP, 
then send them 
down to Vic 
Hopkins Butchers 
in High Street 
every Monday! 

We are offering our 


10 per cent OAP dis¬ 
count. No points to col¬ 
lect or cards to swipe, 
just 10 per cent off, no 
fuss, simple. 

We have also intro¬ 
duced a free delivery 
service throughout the 
Vale, so next time you 


call in, ask for details! 

If you are on 
Lacebook, you can 
check out our page, 
become a fan and we’ll 
keep you updated on 
any offers: 

http.V/www.facebook. co 
m/home. 


Are you concerned about... 

• Long Term Care? 

Ensuring your home and money goes to your loved ones 

• Wills and Power of Attorney? 

The importance of keeping control of your wealth 

• Investment? 

Improving the returns on your money 

On Wednesday, 2nd March, 2011 

We will be holding a talk at the 

Brynhill Golf Club, Port Road, Barry 

On simple steps which can protect your home 
and savings from the above concerns. 

For further details, and to reserve a place, call Louise on 

029 20 813746 


Blackstone 


^ c «opkins* 


a 


A 




93 HIGH STREET, BARRY, 

VALE OF GLAM CF62 7DY. 

Tel: 01446 735265 

10% OAP Discount 

every Monday (no minimum spend) 

Terms and conditions apply. 

www.welshbutchers.co.uk 


Independent Financial Advisers 

2Ynys Bridge Court, Morganstown, Cardiff, CF15 9SS 

Blackstone Partners is a Trading style of Obsidian Financial Ltd. 
Which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 


person to make deci¬ 
sions on behalf of 
another. 

There are two types 
of LPA: financial and 
welfare. Linancial LPAs 
enable a person to act 
on behalf of another if, 
for example, they are ill 
or disabled and cannot 
act for themselves. 

A welfare LPA 
enables a person to act 
on behalf of another if 
that person does not 
have the mental capaci¬ 
ty to act for themselves, 
for example, in the case 
of a severe stroke. 

Without an LPA, it 
may be necessary for 
family members to 
apply to the Court of 
Protection for authority. 

This can be a dis¬ 
tressing and lengthy 
process and is far more 
expensive than making 
an LPA. 

Once all parties have 
signed the LPA, they 
must then be registered 
with the Office of the 
Public Guardian before 
they can be used. 

Carli Evans of 
Passmores Solicitors, 
and a member of 
Solicitors for the 



PASSMORES 


MAKE AN 
LPA NOW 

- Can you afford not to? 


Can you imagine a situation where you or a 
member of your family is no longer able to 
make decisions? Frightening isn’t it? 

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal 
document, that enables one person to make 
decisions on behalf of another. 

Carli Evans, a member of Solicitors for 
the Elderly, is inviting you to attend a no 
obligation appointment to find out more. 

For more information please call: 

Carli Evans on 01446 721000 

or by email ce@passmores.com. 


ftMIHfcELflgLl 


21 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, CF62 8HB 


Elderly, is actively 
encouraging all people 
to plan ahead and make 
Lasting Powers of 
Attorneys. 

People wishing to 
discuss their require¬ 


ments should contact 
Carli Evans to arrange 
a suitable no obligation 
appointment on 01446 
721000, or by email 
ce @ passmores. com. 


COLLEGE FIELDS: 

offering loving care in 
splendid surroundings 


Planning for the 
future - who cares? 

A LTHOUGH it’s great to be told 
that we are living longer, this 
brings its own problems and many 
families are experiencing the financial 
impact of the requirements for care in 
later life. 

Each year around 48,000 homes are sold in order 
to meet care costs. Lew people consider the poten¬ 
tial impact of future care costs until it’s too late. 

When considering options available, many 
would prefer to be able to leave their assets to their 
family, rather than being made to sell their home 
and use their savings to fund care. 

We believe that retaining the choice is the most 
important thing and forward planning is essential. 

Even those who think they have fairly moderate 
wealth still need to consider taking advice to help 
protect their assets. 

The independent financial advisers at Blackstone 
Partners are qualified to advise in this area, having 
the necessary specialised knowledge of legislation 
and state benefits, and are fully aware of the finan¬ 
cial and emotional implications of failing to plan 
for the possibility of needing care. 

Blackstone Partners are holding a talk on finan¬ 
cial issues, such as how to protect assets from the 
possible costs of long term care and improving 
investment returns in the current economic climate. 

The talk will be at Brynhill Golf Club, Barry on 
March 2, at 10.30am. To book a space, call Louise 
on 0845 250 8420. 


OLLEGE 
FIELDS 
Nursing 
Home in Barry is 
an impressive 
building with an 
elegant Edwardian 
facade that has 
much in common 
with fine country 
houses. 

The building, listed 
by the Secretary of State 
for Wales as one of spe¬ 
cial historical architec¬ 
tural interest, enjoys 
magnificent views over 
the Bristol Channel and 
Somerset coast. 

Residents at College 
Lields Nursing Home 
enjoy their home com¬ 
forts in a warm, spa¬ 
cious, delightful envi¬ 
ronment, with lots of 
companionship. 


-Ate c Txvtiey^/e Tief cls' 

V Tbu/t/Sshn/n SYom/e' 

Where Caring Comes First... 
Providing comfort, security and companionship 

• 24 Hour qualified nursing care 

• Wide range of specialist care available 

• Recreational facilities and activities 
including trips out of the home 

• High standard of nutritional 
and well balanced meals 

... a home from home 
College Fields Close, Barry. CF62 8LE 
Telephone: (01446) 747778 


We help put your 
Feet in Motion... 


F; 


IIVE ways that 
ACE-Feet in 
Motion can 
make your life easi¬ 
er! 

• Don’t struggle to cut 



your own toe nails. Make 
life easier and make an 
appointment to see Lisa, 
our trained Podiatry 
assistant, who can help 
you for just £10. 

• If painful feet are 
making life uncomfort¬ 
able, an appointment 
with one of our experi¬ 
enced podiatrists may be 
the answer. 

# Home visits are avail¬ 
able, if you are unable to 
make it to our clinic. 

# Comfortable, well-fit¬ 
ting footwear is vital if 
you enjoy walking. 

• ACE-Feet in Motion 
on Commercial Street, 
Llantwit Major, can help 
and advise on all aspects 
of foot health. Pop in or 
call 01446 790199, 
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Thinking of a new 
career in caring? 

A NGELS Care Services are looking 
for new recruits, due to their con¬ 
tinued growth. 

Our valued team of 70 carers are a very special 
group of people who enjoy caring for others, and 
helping them to lead an independent life. 

Clients value the visits and friendship of our car¬ 
ers, most of whom worked outside the care sector 
before joining Angels. Many now say they’ve 
found their true calling, having discovered personal 
fulfilment in caring for others. 

To maintain the high quality of care we provide, 
new carers are fully trained and then supported 
through the study of appropriate NVQ qualifica¬ 
tions. 

If you would be interested in joining our team, or 
have any questions, why not visit 
www.AngelsCareServices.com or call Lauren on 
01446 760010. 


THINKING OF A NEW CAREER? 

Could you make a difference in someone’s life? 

Carers required in Cowbridge, Barry, 
Penarth and Llantwit Major areas 

• No experience necessary. 

• Training Provided. . mJ|| 

Why not call for a friendly WJCIS T 
chat to discover more... C^fC 

Telephone Lauren on 01446 760010 
www.AngelsCareServices.com 



BRIDGENO MOBILITY CENTRE 

Unit 20. Enterprise Centre. Tondu. CF32 90S 
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Your Local Motnlrty Shop 

Two ttoroy showroom 

Bast prtoas In town 

Com* and try before you buy 

Servicing and repairs by 
qualified engineer* 

Steed in In showroom 


FREE PARKI14G 

WC ALSO OCUVfR 
TO YOU* DOOR - 

JUST ASK! 


WE ARE DAYS HEALTHCARE S 

CENTRE Of EXCELLENCE 
TRUSTED RETAJLER 

TOR THE BRDGENO AREA 




01656 72 32 72 

www.bridgendmobilitycentre.com 


Mobility needs under one roof 


lawyers 

Residential Conveyancing 
Commercial Property 
Business Advice 
Wills & Probate 
Dispute Resolution 

T 01446 771742 The Business Centre 

F 01446 771380 Town Hall Square 

ERichard@beechandco.com Cowbridge CF71 7EE 

^ For advice please call Richard Beech ^ 

Ready to meet 
our clients’ needs 

B EECH & Co have recently merged 
with Peter Davies in Cardiff and 
James & Bulteel in Pontypridd, 
forming Glamorgan Law LLP. 

As a result, we can now meet all our clients’ 
legal needs from offices throughout south Wales, 
including property services such as commercial 
property, house buying and selling, employment 
law and will and probate. 

Richard Beech says: “Each member firm of 
Glamorgan Law LLP will retain its individual iden¬ 
tity and speciality focus, but will be able to call on 
the skills of the other parts of the new business 
when needed. 

It’s good for us and good for our clients. ” 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — ^ 

www.cowbridgephysiotherapy.co.uk 

CuwbttdgiT 
l-hvsiuUujLaLiy 

ACUPUNCTURE & SPORTS INJURY CENTRE 

Chartered Physiotherapists 

• BACK PAIN* KNEE PAIN 
SPECIALIST SPORTS INJURY CLINIC 

Tel: 01446 776466 
Mobile: 07711087725 
14 High Street, 

Cowbridge CF71 7AG 


FREE ASSESSMENT 

(With this advert cutting) 


B ridgend Mobility 
Centre provides your 
mobility needs under 
one roof. 

As Days Healthcare’s centre of 
excellence for Bridgend and sur¬ 
rounding areas, we offer unbeatable 
prices, exceptional service and have 
very knowledgeable staff. 

We have a two-storey showroom at 
Tondu Enterprise Centre, with a fully 


Help to get around the house 


R ECLINER lifters, walking 

chairs, sticks, daily living 

wheelchairs, aids... 
scooters, bath Dolphin Independent 


DOLPHIN 

Stairlifts 
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Reducing pain and 
keeping you active 
is our top priority 

B ack pain? Our specialist physio¬ 
therapist has many years’ experi¬ 
ence in treating back pain, sciatica, 
and all musculoskeletal problems. 

Knee pain? Our experienced physiotherapists 
will assess you and plan a programme of exercise 
that you continue at home to reduce pain and 
strengthen your knees. If pain is more severe, 
acupuncture can reduce it considerably. 

Specialist sports injury clinic: Do you have a 
recent injury or recurrent problem after a sports 
injury? We can help. Make an appointment with 
our specialist physiotherapists for a full muscu¬ 
loskeletal and gait analysis assessment, to ensure 
you can maintain your active lifestyle. 

Chartered Physiotherapists. HPC regulated. Call 
01446 776466 or email for your free assessment 
helenhopkins @ cowbridgephysiotherapy. co. uk; 
www. cowbridgephysiotherapy. co. uk. 


SAMARITANS: 
HERE TO HELP 


T HE Bridgend 
branch of the 
Samaritans 
provides confidential 
non-judgemental 
emotional support 
for people who are 
experiencing feelings 
of distress or despair, 
including those that 
may lead to suicide. 

You can contact the 
Samaritans by telephone, 
email or text. 
Alternatively, you can 
come to our branch 
office and talk with us 
llam-9pm daily. 

We also provide: 

• A monthly support 
group for people 
bereaved by suicide. 

• A GP referral scheme. 
• Presentation and talks 
to groups, organisations 


and schools. 

• We also welcome new 
volunteers, listening and 
non-listening. 

For more information 
about the Samaritans, 
please go to www. Samar¬ 
itans.or g. 


ADVERTISERS! 

The GEM publishes 
regular features to 
help promote local 
business. If you 
would like further 
details, contact our 
commercial 
department on 01446 
774484; or email 
gems ales @ internet- 
today. co.uk 


BRIDGEND SAMARITANS 

'WHATEVER YOU ARE GOING THROUGH, 
WE WILL GO THROUGH IT WITH YOU' 

24/7 EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 

01656 662333 or 08457 909090 

O pen for visitin g 11.00am-9.00 pm 
2 Green Street, BRIDGEND. CF31 1HF 

e-mail: jo@samaritans.org 


WHY NOT VOLUNTEER TO BE A SAMARITAN? 

For more details, phone or write 
to us at the above address 


functional stair-lift on site. 

With thousands of satisfied cus¬ 
tomers, we provide sales, service and 
repair for stairlifts, scooters, wheel¬ 
chairs, medical beds, electric riser 
recliner armchairs and much more. 

Come and visit our shop and try 
before you buy. Opening hours: 
Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm and 
Saturdays lOam-lpm. Telephone 
01656 723272. 


Living has its range on 
show at its mobility 
showroom. 

Over the last nine 
years, Dolphin Lifts 
(South Wales) Ltd has 
gained a strong client 
base through reliable, 
friendly service and 
experienced engineers. 

The showroom is a 
natural progression for 
Dolphin, giving the 
opportunity to provide 
the public with daily 
living aids, from kitchen 
utensils to scooters, all 
with the service you 
would expect from us. 

If you have any ques¬ 
tions, would like to 
receive a brochure, or 
to book an appointment, 
call our freephone num¬ 
ber 0800 093 2293; or 
contact j.pearce @ dol¬ 
phin-lifts. co.uk 


The Fairways Funeral Plan 


The personal service you deserve. 
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029 2070 5667 



Long or short stays - 
the Purr-feet solution! 


P URR-FEC- 
TION 

Cattery is sit¬ 
uated in the heart 
of the Llynfi Valley. 
The company is 
run by John and 
Diane Bain, who 
have over 30 years’ 


fj FISH & CHIPS « PIES « PASTIES « CURRY ^ 


HARVEYS 

Established 1960 

Traditional Fish & Chip Bar 
GOOD FOOD! GOOD VALUE! 

Fish ’n’ Chips our Speciality 

OAP’s SPECIAL 

Fish’n’Chips £3.10 

Large parties catered for 
2 VALE STREET (OffPark Crescent), BARRY 

Tel. 01446 735539 


experience in small 
animal care and 
pet grooming. 

Diane is the former 
owner of ‘Clippers Dog 
and Cat Grooming’. 

She will happily give 
your cat (or dog) a 
wash and brush-up, or a 
complete makeover. 

Their licensed board¬ 
ing cattery is fully heat¬ 


ed with access to indi¬ 
vidual outside runs, 
giving your cat an 
enjoyable experience 
during their stay. 

As breeders of 
British Shorthairs, your 
pet will be looked after 
as one of their own. 

‘Unexpected’ short 
stays can be accommo¬ 
dated to assist fellow 
cat-lovers! 




PURR-FECTION 
CATTERY,, 

A home . 

from home 
for your best friend. 

Individual heated chalets, special diets catered 
for. Vaccinated pets only. Discounts for more 
than one cat from the same household sharing. 

OPENING HOURS: 

Monday to Friday 10 am to 12 noon & 4 pm to 5.30 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 10 am to 12 noon only 
CLOSED ALL BANK HOLIDAYS 

Phone: 01656 728323 Mobile: 07714 248313 
E-mail: purrfection@talktalk.net 
Godra Bryn, Bettws, Bridgend, CF32 8TU 
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Independent Family Funeral Service 
Private Chapel of Rest. 24 Hour Service. 
Incorporating David Wilde Mawdlam, 
North Comelly. 

Established over 100 years. 
Specialist Golden Charter 
Prepaid Funeral Plans (SAFE Associated) 

20 Chestnut Way, Bryntirion, 
Bridgend, CF31 4ER 

Tel: 01656 668967 Or Mobile: 07768 717721 


A century of tender 
and loving care ... 

T HE Brian Thomas family incorpo¬ 
rated the David Wilde business 42 
years ago, and between them have 
extended their professional care and 
expertise for more than 100 years. 

The David Wilde chapel of rest has been tender¬ 
ly restored with a complete extemal/internal refur¬ 
bishment to move with the times. 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans are avail¬ 
able from this independent business which is SAIF 
affiliated. 

Please contact us on 01656 668967. 



Morgannwg 


Support Plus Service 

Domestic Cleaning and 
Shopping Service 


Maintaining independence 
in your own home 


New Nail Cutting Service 

By appointment only 
£10 for Toenails or £15 
for Fingernails and Toenails 


Please ring: 01443 490650 

Working with older people, for older people 

Age Concern Morgannwg 
Principality House 
Rear of 31 Taff Street 
Pontypridd, RCT. CF37 4TR 
Time: 9.30am - 4pm (Monday-Friday) 


Q VCOUA 


Paul James 
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MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 653456 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



The benefits of 
owning a cat 


H ave you 

ever consid¬ 
ered an 

older cat, instead of 
a kitten as a com¬ 
panion? 

Medical research has 
indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 


PARK FUNERAL DIRECTORS LTD 


PREPAID FUNERAL PLANS 



Age Concern 
Morgannwg’s 
brand new nail 
cutting service 



We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six 
months to eight years 
old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 
10 years of life, which 
might suit a much older 
person and give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have 
been neutered and 
microchipped. Some 
are a little nervous as 
they are used to older 
people who might have 
had to give them up to 
go into homes them¬ 
selves, leaving their 
companion behind 
These would adapt to 
a quiet, loving home 
environment. 

Currently, we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family or peo¬ 
ple to care for them. 

For an appointment 
or further information, 
please telephone 
Maesteg Animal Welfare 
Society on 01656 
721496, 01656 653456 
or 01656 667463. 

(Please leave a message 
on our answerphone if 
we are not available) 

If you have dona¬ 
tions, bric-a-brac or any 
unwanted items, please 
call our shop on 01656 
738977 / 721496. 


A ge 

CONCERN 
Morgannwg, 
a locally based 
charity, has 
launched a new 
nail cutting service, 
with the help of a 
small grant from 
The W G Edwards 
Foundation. 

This new service will 
complement the existing 
services the charity cur¬ 
rently offers: Hospital 
Discharge Service; 
Community Outreach 
Primary Care; 
Advocacy; Support Plus 
Domestic Cleaning; 
Information and Advice; 
Supporting People; 
Ageing Well; 

Residential Activities 
Project. 

The aim of this serv¬ 
ice is to provide a com¬ 
munity-based nail cut¬ 
ting service for adults 
aged 50 years and over 
who cannot cut their 
own toenails or finger¬ 
nails, due to mobility or 
sight problems. 

Age Concern 





Fine Memorial Artist 
and Gilder 

T: 07506 989 018 

www.beholdtheeye.blogspot.com 


Legal services 
help you plan 


H ave you 

considered 
planning for 
your future? Are 
you looking for 
peace of mind? 

Gaskell and Walker 
Solicitors can help you 
achieve both these 
objectives with our wide 
range of legal services, 
tailored for clients to 
enjoy their later life. 

We specialise in 
‘Lasting Powers of 
Attorney’ for financial 
matters and personal 
welfare, and we have a 
specialist mental health 




For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal services 
including: Conveyancing - 
Residental and Commercial 

Free written quotations on request 

Appointments available at both offices 

Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, C0WBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 


Morgannwg will be run¬ 
ning the nail cutting 
service from two loca¬ 
tions within Rhondda 
Cynon Taff. 

The surgeries will be 
held every Wednesday 
at Age Concern 
Morgannwg’s Offices in 
Pontypridd (opposite the 
bus station) and Bryn 
Ivor Complex, Bryn 
Ivor Street, Llwynypia. 
Appointments can be 
made by calling 01443 
490650. 

There will be a 
charge for this service 
and permission may 
need to be obtained by a 
GP. 


Miriam Handren 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Counselling and Psychotherapy 

Fully Qualified UKCP Reg. 
Experienced Est. 2003 


01446 760159 

www.psychotherapyinthevale.com 


‘Know Thyself 
inscription at the 
Temple of Apollo, 
2nd century BC 

P sychotherapy and counselling 
provide the opportunity to talk in 
confidence. Whatever brings you 
to therapy, be it a current crisis, feelings 
of being lost or stuck, or simply the hope 
of making life more fulfilling, I aim to 
provide a safe space to talk things 
through. 

This can help you become more aware of what 
truly matters to you. Understanding can free us to 
feel less driven or hopeless and more able to han¬ 
dle life. 


department, so we are 
able to advise patients, 
both in the community 
and in hospital, about 
their legal rights. 

If you have concerns 
about the validity of 
your will, or questions 
about your property title 
deeds that you need 
answered, we can com¬ 
plete a review for you 
and put your mind at 
rest. 

Enjoying your retire¬ 
ment is simpler than you 
think - contact us today 
on 01446 772212 
(Cowbridge) or 01656 
653122 (Bridgend). 


Kath Richards ‘Happy Feet’ 
Foot Health Practitioner 

Available Mondays at Roz Couzen’s 
Chiropodist, Llantwit Major 

and for home visits. 

Step into spring - the sandal season! 

Kath Richards MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot Health professional 
Membership No. 09081710 

Tel: 11446 793040 
Mobile: 07875 578674 


# # 
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Get a spring 
in your step! 

C HIROPODIST Kath Richards 

says: “I would like to thank every¬ 
one for their positive response and 
support following my recent advertise¬ 
ment. 

“Now that spring is approaching, I am happy to 
help prepare those winter feet ready for the sandal 
season. If you have problems with corns or callus 
now is the time to start treating them or, if you just 
have trouble cutting your nails, give me a ring. 
“Remember - Healthy feet are Happy Feet!” 

For further information on home visits, please 
telephone 07875 578 674 or 01446 792 118 and to 
book an appointment to be seen at Roz’s, please 
phone 01446 793 040 quoting Kath. 
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MAKING LIFE EASIER... 


Club looks back on a 
very hectic 12 months! 


A NOTHER active year has passed 
for the Monday Club, which 
meets monthly on a Monday in 
Ramoth chapel hall, Cowbridge, offering 
social evenings for over 16-year-olds with 
learning disabilities. 

Events included visits from dog handlers, a 
group of singing students from Atlantic College 
(for the harvest supper evening), a highly-skilled 
potter with his wheel and a magician at the 
Christmas party. 

There was a visit to the Amelia Trust Farm, 
and a ‘walkabout’ quiz in Cowbridge town cen¬ 
tre. 

The 32nd annual dinner was held in March at 
the Bear Hotel, with the Half Tidy group provid¬ 
ing all-singing, all-dancing entertainment to 
round off the occasion. 

The summer outing, always a mystery trip 
until the last minute, took place in June to the 
Cotswold Wildlife Park near Cirencester. 

A number of the club members went in 
December to the Porthcawl pantomime and took 
an active part in the show! 

Sadly, in November, Sally Brown died unex- 


News from Cowbridge 
(Gateway) Monday Club 

(affiliated to Mencap) 


pectedly. She was a founder member of the club 
when it started more than 30 years ago, and she 
always loved the dancing and singing especially. 
She is very much missed. 

The club has thanked Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major Lions who give their time and 
transport, as well as hosting certain events. 

Members are looking forward to the annual 
dinner in the Bear Hotel on March 14. 

For further information about the club, con¬ 
tact Betty Alden on (01446) 773373, or Ann 
Roach on 781309. 


Alel and %on 
Watkins 

Independent (funeral (Directors 

Tel: 01656 860545 (Day or Night) 
Mobile: 07766 147919 / 07970 310304 

24 Hour Personal Service 
Complete Funeral Furnisher 
Private Chapel of Rest 
Private Service Chapel 
“Graig Wen” 12 Pentwyn Road, Pencoed 
Mid Glamorgan CF35 6SB 

Agents for Golden Charter Prepaid Funeral Plans 


WORK OF THE 
AMELIA FARM 
TRUST PRAISED 


AN exhibition cele¬ 
brating the work of 
Amelia Trust Farm, 
held at the Pier 
Head in Cardiff, has 
won the support of 
Plaid AM Chris 
Franks. 

The South Wales 
Central regional AM 
said: “The Amelia 
Trust Farm has done 
valuable work since 
1991, particularly in 
helping young people 
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aged between 13 to 16 
years old from all 
walks of life. 

“Director Lorraine 
Brown told me about 
the beacons for public 
engagement project at 
the farm. 

“The scheme helps 
to equip young people 
with the skills neces¬ 
sary to video blog 
about their experience 
at the farm, and to 
understand how being 
at the farm impacts 
upon the way they view 
their future. 

“This will be shared 
at an All-Wales confer¬ 
ence later this year” 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk j 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 

Glamorgan 
GEM Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


Trooper Adam is lining up 
for service in Afghanistan 


A CORNTOWN soldier has been prepar¬ 
ing for possible deployment to 
Afghanistan later this year. 

Trooper Adam Priddle recently completed an 
advanced combat marksmanship test. 

The former Cowbridge Comprehensive pupil is 
with B Squadron, 1st Queen’s Dragoon Guards, 
(The Welsh Cavalry). 

He is currently a gunner in a sabre troop, operat¬ 
ing on Scimitar light reconnaissance vehicles. 

An army spokesman explained that Adam’s 
squadron is likely to take up a role in Afghanistan 
later this year on either Scimitar or the Jackal-pro¬ 
tected patrol vehicle. 

“All soldiers of B squadron are being put through 
their paces on various weapon systems in order to 
become efficient firers at all ranges from a variety of 
shooting positions.” 

Having spent two years at the British Mohnesee 
Sail Training Centre (BMSTC) in Northern 
Germany as a watersports instmetor, Adam’s first 
week back couldn’t have been more different. 

With a wetsuit swapped for full combats, he was 
soon having to fire and hit targets up to 400m away. 

Trooper Priddle who joined the army six years 
ago and deployed to Iraq on Operation TELIC in 
2005, has also previously served in Afghanistan and 
exercises in both Canada and Italy. 

Despite being away for two years, the Welsh 
Trooper’s shooting was still of a good standard, 
achieving a high score and only being five shots 
away from qualifying as a marksman, a spokesman 
said. 

“With an increasing emphasis on the need for 
accurate shooting, due to the nature of operations in 
Afghanistan, the British Army places a high empha¬ 
sis on its range training programme.” 

Adam commented: “I was a little worried at first, 
but I was soon relieved to see that I was still able to 



TROOPER ADAM PRIDDLE. 

shoot well, despite not having fired for about two 
years”. 

“There has been a step-up in the need for accurate 
shooting, so I am looking forward to improving my 
score, as we progress through further ranges over 
the coming months.” 

Having previously served in Afghanistan, he has 
mixed emotions about his potential deployment to 
Afghanistan. 

He said: “I’m a little apprehensive, but looking 
forward to getting on with my job and trying to do 
my part to help the people of Afghanistan, though I 
will miss friends and family while I am deployed.” 


Ogmore AM opens Pencoed’s 
brand new community shop 


OGMORE AM Janice Gregory has 
opened the new Pencoed Community & 
District Shop, brainchild of local resident 
and former businesswoman Linda 
Edwards. 

The shop will donate the profits to local chari¬ 
ties and will also enable members of the communi¬ 
ty to buy specialist medical equipment, which is 
often beyond the financial limits of many people. 

Janice Gregory said: “In these challenging 
financial times, charity shops are a great way to 
recycle, and community charity shops are an even 
better way to give something back to the commu¬ 
nity. 

“I am sure the generous townspeople of Pencoed 
will rise to the challenge and not only donate good 
quality items, but also spend their money in the 
shop - where today I saw some real bargains” 

Linda Edwards added: “So many people have 
helped me to realise my dream of opening a shop 
which would be able to help local charities such as 
the Guides, Scouts, football and rugby teams and 
others. 

“I hope the people of Pencoed will patronise the 
shop, as we can do so much for so many good 
causes, and the more money we take, the more 
money we can donate” 


Qommunity Shop 



Cutting the Ribbon. Photo: Janice Gregory 
AM, Linda Edwards, Coun Mike Gregory. 

If anyone would like to volunteer their time or 
make a donation of any kind to the shop please 
contact Linda on 01656 863974 or 07582 575884. 


IT’S CHOCS AWAY FOR MACMILLAN! 


THE Cowbridge, 
Llantwit Major and 
Rhoose branches of 
Slimming World held a 
‘chocolate amnesty’ 
over Christmas and 
donated all their boxes 
of sweets and choco¬ 
lates to Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 

Sue Pickin, fundraising 
manager for Macmillan went 
along to meet the Cowbridge 
group to collect the unwanted 
calories and said: 

“I would like to say a huge 
thank you to all the members 
of the groups for their resolve 
over the Christmas period, 
which I definitely would not 
be able to match!” 

“All the boxes of choco¬ 
lates will be used as raffle 
prizes to enable us to raise 
more money to help local 
people living with cancer. 


“There are two million 
people affected by cancer in 
the UK today and this figure 
is set to double by 2030. 

“Macmillan aims to be 
there for patients and their 
families and carers through¬ 
out their cancer experience, 
helping to make life easier 
through medical, emotional, 
financial and practical sup¬ 
port. 

“We cannot do this without 
the support of the public, 
which is why this donation of 
chocolate is so very wel¬ 
come,” she added. 

RIGHT: 

Some of the donated 
boxes of sweets and 
chocolates that are 
being raffled to raise 
funds for the 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support charity 
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Llantwit Major Let’s twin 

beach charges with Haiti! 


W ITH 

regard to 
proposals 
to charge for park¬ 
ing at Llantwit 
Major beach, I find 
the issue extremely 
infuriating. 

I see it as just more 
bureaucratic interference 
with our daily lives. 
Please can some one 
enlighten me as how 
charging people to use 
the beach is going to 
prevent visitors who 
deface the meadow from 
doing so? 

These people normal¬ 
ly get down to the beach 
in the evenings, when 
the person who is sup¬ 
posedly going to collect 
the money and create a 
‘presence’ will probably 
be long finished. 

So who is going to 
charge these people and 
give them a good old 
telling off? The answer 
is no-one. 

The council needs to 
wake up and start 
involving local people 
who use the beach 365 
days a year. 

For example, why not 
try asking the local 
surfers what they think 


is the best idea? There 
you have a good age 
range of people - from 
13 years to 50 years old, 
who I’m sure will be 
more than happy to offer 
better suggestions than 
people who probably 
never use the beach. 

Last summer, the 
council decided to erect 
that yellow eyesore of a 
barrier in the field - 
which made absolutely 
no difference whatsoev¬ 
er, apart from barring 
old folk that have been 
coming down the beach 
in their motor homes for 
the last 30 years from 
using the beach. 

The problem is people 
who drive down in their 
cars which fit nicely 
under the barrier. 

If the council thinks 
that charging visitors to 
use the beach will help, 
why not still make it free 
for locals? 

They could give 
everyone who lives in 
the town some kind of 
pass which lasts for a 
year. 

Then they will not be 
persecuting locals who 
actually care about their 
beach and keep it tidy. 

Alistair Jones 
Llantwit Major 
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H aving 

recently 

returned 

from a fact-finding 
trip to Haiti, I 
would like to 
endorse the idea of 
Barry being 
twinned with Port 
au Prince, as sug¬ 
gested in your 
newspaper by 
Godfrey Knight 
some months ago. 

Just over one year on 
from the devastating 
earthquake, Haiti is still 
a country in terrible tur¬ 
moil. 

I was able to visit 
food distribution proj¬ 
ects, agricultural train¬ 
ing centres, counselling 
programmes, and an ini¬ 


tiative that has so far re¬ 
united nearly 900 chil¬ 
dren with parents sepa¬ 
rated from them due to 
the effects of the earth¬ 
quake. 

I have also been 
sponsoring a child in 
Haiti since my first visit 
there in 2002, and will 
be shortly undertaking a 
tour of the USA to 
encourage churches to 
sponsor Haitian chil¬ 
dren. 

Mr Knight's chal¬ 
lenge to the town of 
Barry, is one that if 
accepted, would launch 
Barry into being one of 
the most innovative, 
compassionate, and 
global towns in the UK! 
Rev Nigel James 
Dinas Powys 


‘Gravel paths a 
waste of money’ 


T HE local 

council go to 
great lengths 
to advise us that 
they need to make 
cuts in essential 
services and staff, 
in order to work 
within their budget. 

However, we are 
nearing the end of their 
financial year and as 
usual, they always seem 
to manage to pull cash 
out of the hat to squan¬ 
der on things that are 
not really essential. 

I refer to the new 
footpath that is at pres¬ 
ent being carved out on 
Friars Point, on land 
opposite the slope that 
leads down onto the 
beach and continuing 
along the headland in 
front of Friars Point 
House - when it then 
comes to an abrupt halt 
where it joins the path 
that leads along to the 
harbour wall at the Old 
Harbour. 

There is also a new 
footpath being installed 
near the old Coastguard 
Station on Nell’s Point. 
These two headlands 


have their own natural 
craggy beauty, which 
over the years has been 
enjoyed by the local 
population and visitors 
alike because of this 
fact. Criss-crossing them 
with gravel or tarmac 
pathways may make 
them easier to walk in 
bad weather, but certain¬ 
ly detracts from their 
beauty. 

I am sure there are 
lots of ways in which 
the money being spent 
on this project could 
benefit not only the 
community, but also this 
town - which is going 
downhill so fast that no 
one seems able to stop 
it. 

How can the Vale 
Council justify spending 
cash on these paths 
which really are not 
needed - when for 
instance, driving around 
this town is like driving 
in Beirut with ah the 
potholes in need of 
repair? 

I could go on, and on, 
and on! 

Joy Strangward 
Barry 


Gwaun y Nant Eisteddfod 


A DAY of keen competition was enjoyed 
at Ysgol Gymraeg Gwaun y Nant recently, 
during the annual school eisteddfod. 

Pupils of all ages competed in a variety of com¬ 
petitions, ranging from singing and recitation to 
handwriting and art and craft. 

The adjudicator, Mrs Carys Williams, praised 
pupils for the high standard of performances and 
wished the winners well in the regional eisteddfod 
which will be held at Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg 
on March 19. 


CAFWYD diwrnod o gystadlu brwd yn 
Ysgol Gymraeg Gwaun y Nant yn ddiwed- 
dar yn ystod Eisteddfod blynyddol yr ysgol. 

Cafodd y beirniad, Mrs Carys Williams, ei phle- 
sio gan safon y castadlu a dymunodd yn dda i’r 
enillwyr pan fyddant yn cynrychioli’r ysgol yn yr 
Eisteddfod Gylch sy’n cael ei chynnal or y 19eg o 
Fawrth yn Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg. 

Pictured here, from left to right, are: Tia 
Weston who was deemed the Musician of 
the Eisteddfod; Emily Baker who won the 
‘chair’ competition for writing a story; and 
victorious house captains Joseph Batte and 
Tamia Magrin. 



Llongyfarchiadau mawr i Tia Weston a 
gafodd ei gwobrwyo fel Cerddor yr 
Eisteddfod, Emily Baker am ennill cys- 
tadleuaeth y Gadair, ac i gapteiniaid llys 
buddigol Cadog, Joseph Batte a Tamia 
Magrin. 
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libraries’ 

the town took their children’s pushchairs to the 
streets to protest at the lack of a by-pass. 

Without wishing to be rude, some of these ladies 
may be past it, but it may happen that their children 
will have to take to the streets again. 

If so, I’ll see you in King Square, by the splen¬ 
did new Barry Library... 

Vivian Kelly, 

Llantwit Major, 

Praise for new 
library (and staff) 


1 WRITE to 
express my sur¬ 
prise at the 
views Alun Cairns 
has expressed in his 
GEM columns 
‘Vale MP’s 
Viewpoint’. 

My experience of the 
NHS in Wales does not 
correspond with his 
views. During a recent 
illness I could not have 
had better care: From 
my first visit to my GP 
at Court Road Surgery 
through the hospital 
tests, diagnosis and 
treatment, everyone was 
helpful, friendly and 
efficient. 


O N Thursday, 
March 17, it 
will be the 
180th anniversary 
of the loss of the 
south Wales/Bristol 
packet paddle 
steamer FROLIC 
on the Nash Sands, 
near Marcross, en 
route from 
Haverfordwest to 
Bristol via 
Pembroke Dock, 
Milford Haven and 
Tenby. 

The ship had in ah 
about 80 persons on 
board, and not a soul 
survived. 

It was the worst 
recorded passenger ship 
disaster on the Bristol 
Channel: 1831 may 
seem a very long time 
ago, but many of the 
victims are buried in the 
local churchyards in the 
vicinity of the disaster 


Obviously, the NHS is 
a big organisation so 
there may be parts of it 
that could be better man¬ 
aged and areas that 
could be improved. 

However, to imply 
that the whole Welsh 
NHS is flawed and that 
everything with the 
English NHS is perfect 
is misleading. 

The system the UK 
coalition government is 
implementing in 
England is putting the 
English NHS under a 
severe strain, and it is 
yet to be seen if will 
result in improvements 
for the patients. 

Robert Bowyer 
Barry 


including as far inland as 
Cowbridge. 

If sufficient members 
of the public wish to 
attend a simple ceremo¬ 
ny of placing a wreath in 
the sea, a midday meet¬ 
ing might be arranged. 

I am in contact with 
Trinity House about the 
possibility of a tour of 
the lighthouse. 

It was as a direct 
result of the FROLIC 
catastrophe that the 
lighthouses were built 
and opened a year later 
in 1832. 

For a coastline of 
such outstanding natural 
beauty, the sea and the 
rocks took a terrible toll 
of shipping over the cen¬ 
turies. 

Interested parties may 
contact me by e-mail: 
brian_keitch2002 @ hot- 
mail, com or by texting 
07982862671. 

Brian Keitch, 

Penarth 


1 WENT into 
Cowbridge 
Library on a 
recent Saturday 
morning. 

Congratulations to all 
the staff and the Vale 
Council for a fantastic 
job updating the build¬ 
ing and its facilities. 

The library now has 
the feel of an upmarket 
book shop, with more 
creature comforts, such 
as a coffee machine and 
comfy chairs! 

Congratulations in 
particular to Melanie 


T HE recent 
decision of 
the Vale 

Council to consider 
the possibility of 
removing school 
crossing patrols is 
difficult to believe. 

It appears that the 
council considers the 
safety of vulnerable 
children to be less 
important than the rest 
of the community. 

Is the council aware 
that the UK child pedes¬ 
trian death rate is poor 
and is worse than 10 
other EU countries? It is 
eight times worse than 
in Sweden. 

A study at Royal 
Holloway College, 
University of London 


O VER the 

past weeks, I 
have read 
numerous letters 
objecting to 
Sainsburys opening 
a small shop oppo¬ 
site Romilly Schools 
in Barry. 

Well, I’m sorry if I 
upset these people, but I 
like a lot of others, wel¬ 
come the idea of a new 
shop in the vicinity, one 
where the old and young 
can shop without being 
charged over the top 
prices because they can’t 
get to Morrisons or 
Tesco, or that doesn’t 
shut at 4pm or half day 
Wednesday. 

They objected to the 


and her team for getting 
the library looking tip¬ 
top and for the support¬ 
ive role of the staff in 
familiarising library 
users with the new look 
and the self-service 
machines for borrowing 
and returning books. 

The children’s section 
of the library is delight¬ 
ful and will encourage 
an interest in books 
from an early age. 

Well done to the 
team. 

Kate Hawkins, 
Llandow. 


found that children aged 
6-11 couldn’t make a 
reliable guess at a car’s 
speed above 20mph due 
to low level visual 
detection mechanisms 
(Observer, February 
13). 

Are we to rely on the 
poor judgement of chil¬ 
dren and the worse 
judgement of some 
inconsiderate and impa¬ 
tient motorists on our 
busy roads to ensure our 
children’s safety? 

The Vale Council has 
a duty to seriously con¬ 
sider the views of the 
people that they repre¬ 
sent. Its decisions 
should be intelligent and 
thoughtful. 

Gareth Jones, 

Barry 


‘Co-op’ at the Weycock 
Cross garage coming, 
but it is constantly busy 
and a Godsend to those 
that live near. 

And yes, there will be 
delivery vans for 
Sainsburys, but surely 
there are for the 
Lifestyle Express also, 
or do they not have 
deliveries? 

So yes, I want 
Sainsburys and I will 
still shop at Park 
Crescent if they have 
something to offer me; 
but I also welcome the 
chance to shop around. 
Cwm Talwg resident 
(Name and address 
supplied) 


‘Save our 

W E are all aware that an age of 
austerity is upon us, and local 
authorities will have to 
economise in the services they provide; 
we will now enter a period when priori¬ 
ties will be examined, with inevitable 
controversy. 

The Vale Council is already discussing the future 
of our few mobile libraries, and they are sure to 
review our four permanent libraries (though possi¬ 
bly not before the next election). 

To close any of these libraries would be to 
remove one of the brightest stars in their crown. 

A wise man (or perhaps he was a woman) wrote 
that a house without books is like a room without a 
window, and to close a library is akin to the burn¬ 
ing of the books. 

When I visit my library at Llantwit Major, I am 
greeted by a group of smiling and extremely effi¬ 
cient ladies (and the occasional male). 

The building is a hub of activity, but my needs 
are soon catered for. 

Books are now expensive, particularly children's 
books, so a library is a lifeline to a literate popula¬ 
tion (and electorate). 

I now look forward to a reply from a councillor 
that no such vandalism is envisaged, but I am 
reminded that a few years ago, the young ladies of 

Praise for the NHS 
here in Wales 


Don’t risk children’s 
safety on the roads! 


Remembering the 
FROLIC disaster 


Welcome chance 
to shop around 
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Out and About with The GEM 


COEN BROTHERS’ TRUE GRIT EARNS ITS 
SPURS AS A WESTERN PAR EXCELLENCE! 


SCREEN 

TALK 


H aving hit 

something 
of a purple 
patch since their 
Oscar success with 
No Country For 
Old Men , the hype 
on anything that 
the Coen brothers 
set to their mind to 
is high. 

However, few would 
have predicted their 
next move after the 
mid-life crisis mael¬ 
strom that was A 
Serious Man, the broth¬ 
ers would look to the 
old West for inspiration. 

Charles Portis’ novel 
True Grit has, of 
course, already been 
adapted for screen once 
before, earning John 
Wayne an Academy 
Award into the bargain, 
but the Coens obvious¬ 
ly felt that they could 
bring something to the 
table, the film garnering 
huge awards buzz 
already. 

When the father of 
14-year-old Mattie Ross 
(Hailee Steinfeld) is 
murdered by Tom 


Chaney (Josh Brolin), 
the authority’s lack of 
urgency on the matter 
of catching him means 
that Mattie must look 
for someone to capture 
him for her. 

Recruiting grizzled 
US Marshal ‘Rooster’ 
Cogburn (Jeff Bridges) 
the pair, accompanied 
by Texas Ranger 
LaBoeuf (Matt 
Damon), set off to find 
Chaney, and each of 
them find themselves 
tested on the journey... 

The last time the 
Coen brothers entered 
‘remake’ territory 
(although it should be 
noted that True Grit is 
an adaptation of 
Charles Portis’ novel 
rather than the John 
Wayne fdm), the result 
was The Ladykillers, an 
underwhelming and 
peculiar film that 
despite having all their 
hallmarks, just didn’t 
quite work. 

So is True Grit, with 
it being shadowed to a 
degree by the 1969 ver¬ 
sion, another muddled 
offering from the broth¬ 


ers? Far from it, the end 
product being not just 
perhaps the finest 
Western to hit screens 
since Open Range, but 
also an absolutely cap¬ 
tivating piece of work 
in its own right that 
banishes memories of 
the previously fdmed 
work. 

The screenplay 
remains faithful to 
Portis’ work and mines 
the strong narrative for 
all it can, while the 
brothers add their own 
particular mix of 
flavours to proceedings 
to make for a heady 
mix. 

There are moments 
of comedy, dark and 
not so dark, that temper 
the grittiness of the nar¬ 
rative, a typical Coens’ 
tic, mining humour 
from all manner of situ¬ 
ations but making it fit 
in the context of the 
story. 

They also add all 
manner of small details 
that add to the fabric of 
the story, from charac¬ 
ters that vanish as soon 
as they appear (the den¬ 


tist wearing a bear skin) 
to the behaviour and 
language of those on 
the periphery of the 
story. 

The language of the 
piece crackles with zest 
and beauty, with lines 
that almost dance off 
the tongue and every 
piece of dialogue feels 
vital, the brothers opt¬ 
ing for economy rather 
than gratuity. 

Despite never having 
helmed a western 
before, the brothers are 
on familiar ground - 
after all, No Country 
For Old Men has all the 
tropes of the western 
bar horses, saloons and 
six-shooters - and their 
script moves with a 
confidence and trust in 
the material that means 
it never wavers or 
detours anywhere it 
shouldn’t. 

Visually, the broth¬ 
ers, with the aid of their 
regular director of pho¬ 
tography, the perpetual- 
ly-impressive Roger 
Deakins, shoot with a 
keen eye for the genre, 
all rolling landscapes, 


parched vistas and 
campfires, but never 
lose sight that the story 
is about a quest for jus¬ 
tice rather than your 
usual white hat/black 
hat narrative. 

The direction is 
muted but not lacking, 
the emphasis being 
placed wholly on the 
characters and the per¬ 
formances, rather than 
the need for any fancy 
theatrics, while the cli¬ 
mactic shoot-out opts 
for authenticity rather 
than OTT histrionics. 

Given the cast, the 
Coens probably had lit¬ 
tle to do but allow the 
established actors to 
show up and deliver 
their best, but the ace in 
the hole is the hugely 
impressive and mes¬ 
merising Hailee 
Steinfeld as Mattie. 

The young actress 
delivers a turn that is 
far beyond her years, 
befitting the character, 
and makes the abrasive 
youngster, whose deter¬ 
mination to see right 
done is the over-reach¬ 
ing aim of the story, 


engaging and endearing 
in equal measure. 

She reels off the fast 
moving dialogue with 
huge confidence and 
holds her own against 
her fellow cast mem¬ 
bers with unerring s ki ll 
- the film, told from 
her point of view, is 
very much in thrall to 
her excellent perform¬ 
ance. 

Around her are top 
quality performances 
from established stars, 
with Jeff Bridges deliv¬ 
ering a performance 
that ticks the grizzled 
rascal box - but above 
the surface bluster 
offers something far 
more dimensional and 
watchable. 

With his love of 
booze and laissez faire 
attitude towards the 
criminal fraternity, 
Cogburn is the wizened 
hand to Mattie’s young¬ 
ster getting in over her 
head, and what is so 
wonderful about 
Bridges’ performance is 
how he unravels the 
layers of Cogburn, as 
annoyance gives way to 


affection - the chem¬ 
istry the pair share 
along the journey is 
very much the beating 
heart of the fdm. 

Elsewhere, Matt 
Damon does a pleasing 
line in pompous bluster 
as LaBoeuf, the Texas 
Ranger who bristles 
alongside Cogburn’s 
less than ‘by the book’ 
procedures, while Barry 
Pepper and Josh Brolin 
are all yellowing, rotted 
teeth and outlaw men¬ 
tality as the rogues 
Cogburn is hunting 
down. 

With a coda that 
brings a satisfying 
sense of completion to 
the whole story, with a 
touching and affection¬ 
ate look at the impact 
the odyssey had on 
both Mattie and 
Rooster, the Coens 
wrap up proceedings 
with a subtle finality. 

It is a suitable way to 
finish what is a truly 
excellent piece of work, 
a film that continues the 
Coens’ great run and 
showcases performers 
at the top their game; 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


after this, it’s easy to 
say ‘John who?’. 

VERDICT - Simply 
one of the finest films 
yet to come from the 
Coen brothers and won¬ 
derful western in its 
own right, True Grit 
houses a star-making 
turn from Hailee 
Steinfeld and an out¬ 
standing one from Jeff 
Bridges. 

With Matt Damon, 
Josh Brolin and Barry 
Pepper also delivering 
the goods, and the 
brothers offering up a 
faithful and engaging 
script to go with their 
excellent direction, 
there is little to fault in 
this incredible effort. 
Essential viewing. 


Flower 

arranging 

ON Wednesday, 
February 23, at 
7.30pm, the Penarth 
Flower 
Arrangement Club 
is holding a demon¬ 
stration evening 
with Linda Garratt 
from Abergavenny. 

Her theme is ‘All that 
Glisters...’ The meeting 
is at the Masonic Hall, 
Stanwell Road, Penarth. 
Everyone is welcome, 
including prospective 
new members. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone Ann on 
029 2070 3605. 


Hall’s 

AGM 

THE Celtic Way 
Community Hall, 
Rhoose, manage¬ 
ment committee is 
holding its AGM on 
February 22 at 7pm, 
at the hall in Celtic 
Way. 

Anyone who lives in 
Rhoose or Fontygary is 
very welcome. 

A spokesman said: 

“We are looking for help 
in running the hall. 
Anyone who is interested 
should come along or 
contact David Harris on 
01446 711300. ” 


CTFurnity 


F9 


Wedding 
Fayres 

Coed-Y-Mwstwrl 


Hotel 

Coychurch, Bridgend 
Tel 01656 860621 

THIS SUNDAY 
20 th February 


1 M r/-* 

The Bear Hotel 

63 High St, COWBRIDGE 
Tel 01446 774814 

Sunday 20th March 

ji 

rj 

Welcome bags compliments of House of Fraser 
Wedding List. Live entertainment throughout the 
day. Free admission, 11am - 4pm. 


If you require any details please email 

jamie @ etermtywithlove.co.uk 

www.eternitywithlove.co.uk 


St David’s Day fayre 

Ffair Dydd Gwyl Dewi Sant 



PORTHCERI 
Centre will present 
its St David’s fayre 
at 2pm on 
Saturday, 

February 26, 
opened by 
Courtenay 
Hamilton, the cur¬ 
rent Miss Wales. 

Courtenay was 
brought up in Atlantic 
College, St Donat’s, 
where her father is a 
teacher, and went to 
school in Barry at 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg. 

The 21-year-old is a 
singer in the same 
mould as Katherine 


Jenkins and travels to 
London regularly for 
lessons at the Royal 
Academy. 

The fayre will fea¬ 
ture many attractions, 
including cakes and 
refreshments, jewellery, 
ceramics and craft 
stalls, books, and a 
Fairtrade stand. 

Positive Image 
Photographic Society 
and Baruc Art Group 
will be exhibiting paint¬ 


ings and photographs 
throughout the after¬ 
noon, and in addition 
PIPS will be demon¬ 
strating digital photo¬ 
graphic ‘tricks’ for peo¬ 
ple to work on at home. 

Displays by 

Cadoxton Tae Kwon Do 
club, the Desert Divas 
belly dance group, and 
entertainment from 
Barry Brass Band, will 
complete an action- 
packed afternoon. 


Stamp winners 

THE winners of our recent Gerry 
Anderson stamps competition were: 
Anne Baxter, St Athan; Mr P Bowles, 
Dinas Powys; A Evans, Cowbridge; 
Christopher Spear, Penarth; Mrs G R 
Willimas, Pyle; Mrs A King, Pencoed; 
Mrs J James, Boverton; D P Lewis, St 
Brides Major; Amanda Lane, Barry; 
Norma Webb, Barry. 

Congratulations and look out for more great 
GEM competitions! 


ZENERGY’S 
PSYCHIC FAYRE 

at Llantwit Major Rugby Club 
Saturday, 5th March 10am to 3pm 
Admission Free 

* Psychic Readings * Tarot * Astrology 

* New Age Gifts * Childrens Activities 

* Angel Signpost Cards and much more 
Come along and treat yourself to a new experience 

Mindfulness Meditation - Tuesdays 6.45 - 8.15pm 
Bank House, East Street, Llantwit Major - Only £2.50 

Call 01446 796411 or 07501 731872 

for more information 


Dinas Players 
in rehearsal for 
‘Lord Arthur 
Savile’s crime’ 

Dinas Powis Players are rehearsing Lord 
Arthur Savile’s Crime, adapted from an Oscar 
Wilde story by Constance Cox. 

Andrew Gibbons plays Lord Arthur with 
Nicky Marsh, in her first acting part with the 
group, as Sybil, his young bride-to-be. 

The couple are supported by Mike Jones, 
making a welcome return, as Lord Arthur's but¬ 
ler, together with group stalwarts husband and 
wife Derek and Dianne Hooper, Ann Croom, Sue 
Gibbons, Jane Rapier, Graham Russell and Nigel 
Streeter. It will be directed by Eileen Carryer, at 
the Parish Hall, Britway Road, Dinas Powys on 
Thursday, March 31 and April 1-2. 


Antique & Collectors Fair 

at the Copthorne Hotel, 
Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff 
Sunday, 27th February, 2011 
10.00am - 4.30pm 

Adults £1.50, Accompanied children Free 
For enquiries: 

Telephone: 02920 512349 


r Llantwit Major Craft & Gift Fairs 2011 
We start the new year 
with even more to show 

Saturday 19th February 
Llantonian Hall 

(behind the library) 10.00am - 3.30pm 
EVERY THIRD SATURDAY THROUGHOUT 
THE YEAR - PUT IT IN YOUR DIARY! 
Come and see your regular favourites, look at new 
stalls and indulge in a yummy snack. 
Enquiries, contact Peta Shields i 

E:peta@peartreecott.co.uk J 


CHRIS FRANKS AH 

Plaid Cymru Assembly Member 

Representing Cardiff, The Vale and 
Rhondda Cynon Taf 


ADVICE SURGERY 


WHEN: Thursday 24th February 
WHERE: Murchfield Community Centre 
Sunnycroft Lane, Dinas Powys 
TIME: 4.30pm — 5.30pm 













































22 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, February 17th, 2011 


‘Miss Vale’ and ‘Miss Bridgend’ are crowned 
winners at The Grand Pavilion in Porthcawl 


THE Miss Vale of 
Glamorgan and Miss 
Bridgend competitions were 
held at Porthcawl’s Grand 
Pavilion on February 11. 

The participants used the 
competitions as a means of rais¬ 
ing funds for south Wales’ chil¬ 
dren’s charity The Joshua 
Foundation. 

The winner of the Vale title 
was Samantha Matthews, and 
Stephanie Lubbock won the 
Bridgend title. They will go on 
to compete for the Miss Wales 
crown. 

Among the judges this year 
was the current Miss Wales, the 
Vale’s own Courtenay Hamilton. 

RIGHT: Stephanie Lubbock 
who won Miss Bridgend. 




PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
or www.ffotoimage.co.uk 
(telephone 01446 773225). 
Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 




ABOVE: 

Courtenay Hamilton (left) with Miss Vale 
of Glamorgan ’ Samantha Matthews. 



LEFT: 

The competitors take to the catwalk. 








































Thursday, February 17th, 2011 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 23 



Buying a new car 
- points to consider 


U NLESS you plan on keeping your 
new car until waving it off to the 
recycling facility far into the dis¬ 
tant future, it may be wise to consider 
the requirements of potential second¬ 
hand buyers. 

That said, some options can seem like the per¬ 
fect way to retain a car’s value in the long term but 
can prove to be a money pit in the short term. 

With this in mind, read on for a few of the major 
pitfalls to look out for: 

Leather: There’s nothing like a leather interior 
for comfort, and quality hide is still the hallmark of 
a luxury vehicle. 


Research says 
that new car 
buyers are 
going green 

AS fuel prices rise, half of UK drivers 
have revealed that the next vehicle they 
purchase is likely to be a green one. 

Research by moneysupermarket.com has 
revealed that 48 per cent of road users would con¬ 
sider a more fuel-efficient model the next time they 
purchase a car, while eight per cent claimed they 
would use public transport instead in order to save 
money. 

Meanwhile, 67 per cent of Britons have admitted 
that the increasing cost of fuel, teamed with rising 
car insurance prices has had an impact on their atti¬ 
tude to driving. 

Pete Harrison, car insurance expert at the web¬ 
site, said: “With escalating fuel prices hitting 
motorists hard in the pocket, I’m not surprised most 
are looking for ways to drive down the cost of get¬ 
ting behind the wheel.” 

Elsewhere, the DVLA, Motor Insurers’ Bureau 
and the British Insurance Brokers Association are 
together reminding motorists that a new motor 
insurance law is being introduced in the spring, 
which will mean that even cars kept off the road will 
require cover, unless the DVLA has been informed. 


It does benefit from the occasional dose of TLC 
though, so if you rarely have time to give the inte¬ 
rior a rub down, or your kids are likely to spill 
blackcurrant juice over your white hide, then it 
might be worth opting for cloth or a leather substi¬ 
tute instead. 

Some premium manufacturers now offer venti¬ 
lated leather seats and material specially treated to 
reflect heat, but if these advances are not available, 
then an air-conditioned interior is a wise choice in 
combination with leather. 

Many manufacturers now offer part leather inte¬ 
riors, which can be an intelligent trade-off between 
practicality and comfort. 

Spare wheel: An increasing number of manu¬ 
facturers now include a temporary spare wheel or a 
can of tyre sealing gunk as a space saving alterna¬ 
tive to a full size spare wheel. 

Many drivers don’t have confidence in these 
temporary measures however, and prefer to specify 
a full-size replacement wheel and tyre. 

Temporary spare wheels are usually limited to a 
maximum speed of 50mph and to a range of 50 
miles. Likewise, tyre repair aerosols can provide a 
less than ideal driving experience, with speed limit¬ 
ed and the wheel balance often upset. 

The emergency tyre kit included with a car can 
differ according to the individual model specifica¬ 
tion, so it’s always worth asking. If you feel the 
temporary solution won't meet your needs, ask 
what the alternatives are. 


SLEEK IS THE LOOK 
FOR NEW VEHICLES! 



ABOVE: 
Renault Gordini. 



RENAULT is planning to 
unveil the ‘Wind Roadster 
Gordini’ at the forthcoming 
Geneva Motor Show in March. 

Following the launch of the Twingo 
and Clio Gordini models,, Renault’s 
Wind Roadster is the next to receive 
special attention. 

The coupe-roadster bears the 
Gordini colours and comes with 17- 
inch black diamond alloy wheels. It 
features Malta blue bodywork with 
trademark twin white stripes, Glacier 


white door mirrors, grille trim and rear 
wing, and a gloss black roof. 

The cabin features special ‘Gordini’ 
black and blue leather upholstery, blue 
and white door straps and a blue 
leather steering wheel with the signa¬ 
ture white stripes on the centreband. 

A leather gear lever gaiter and pol¬ 
ished metal gearknob bearing the 
Gordini name complete the look. 

The car will receive its public debut 
at the forthcoming Geneva Motor 
Show in March. 


LEFT: 

Potential new car buyers have many things to weigh up when 
considering a purchase. 

However ; the increasingly aerodynamic look of new cars, 
such as this Ford, means that buyers have plenty of options if 
they want a motor that will turn heads - and save on mpg at 
the same time! 


TAKE ANOTHER LOOK - 
AT THE SEVEN SEATER. 


THE NEW ORLANDO Tb« *J imMthmUlUrUMfc .fitmtatt 

FROM £ 16,395 

i 0 V I rj-i tu :« tm fa* » tnt 

FRF BRIDGEND 

Av*nu» Irdfwid iadMtilil titm Dndfvnt CF111RT 

0MHH4SS9 



psa 

Qjjp ^Morabihty 


Air.'**) wi* m*i r«Mu>M d lift tJ0K> d(arm %g lUMUbai^riMruiii^iniMlK m M ti n ~-i FtnuiNU 

OflkU > 4 itvunfit Emtaimat tau hMcuttutpicn ftfjiK npf ftUtvTDOtoi) CD tfitoom If/toil QrUnto rarer Litan 191 ft?l - 3SD {?.$. Erira wtan 47.9 ft.9| - S7.7 (4.9|. Centring • 317 

(7J| - 471 lixCO CO (T1W1K m> IWfJIn 



























24 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, February 17th, 2011 


YOUR LOCAL FIAT & SUZUKI DEALER, BIG ENOU 
TO DELIVER, SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 


briuiant 

_- 


nRi 

WIT I 



A SMART ROUTE TO A 
GREAT DESTINATION 


IMS 

BIS 





i 

0% APR 



EPRES ENTATIVE 

J&J Motorll 


iki Swift 



£ 8,495 

Driveawwayl 





Suzuki Alto 

VAT FREE 


limited stock 

CHOtCl o» spec A COIOUW 
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SUZUKI 




Alto Cruz I Road Tax Mdwte* a 
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www.jjmotors.co.uk 


J&J Motors Bridgend 

A48, Laleston, Bridgend CF32 OLY 

01656 657 840 
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BassettsHonda 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 



HONDA JAZZ WITH HYBRID TECH: 

AS PRACTICAL AS EVER - WITH LOWER EMISSIONS 

Making its debut at the Paris Motor Show this week, the hybrid version of the Jazz features Honda's innovative 
petrol-electric IMA system and retains the practical characteristics found in the supermini, while lowering emis¬ 
sions and improving fuel economy. 

• World’s first B-segment car with hybrid technology 

• No compromise - features all the practicality 
of the standard Jazz 

• Retains the flexible Magic Seats 

• Up to 831 litres of boot space 

• 104 g/km of C02 emissions* 

• Improved fuel economy offers up to 64.2 miles 
per gallon* 

The Jazz will feature the same 1.3 litre i-VTEC as the Insight hybrid and despite its taller body shape, the new car 
has similar C02 emissions of 104 g/km* - 21 g/km less than the current lowest-emitting 1.2-litre petrol Jazz. As well 
as the environmental benefits, the cleaner emissions bring more affordable driving too: road tax exempt for the first 
year and just £20 a year after, the hybrid version of the Jazz will also be free from the London congestion charge. 

“We think that a cleaner, more economical version of the Jazz will be a big hit with customers,” said John Kingston, 
Government Affairs and Environment Manager, Honda (UK). “The IMA hybrid technology is incredibly easy to use, 
owners don't need to worry about plugging anything in to charge. It‘s simply a case of filling up with petrol and 
driving on as normal.” 

Like the Insight and Civic Hybrid models, the hybrid version of the Jazz will be capable of running on the electric 
motor alone under some medium and low speed conditions and this contributes to a combined fuel consumption 
figure of 64.2 mpg* - a 23 per cent improvement over the best-selling 1.4 ES model. 

Honda has added this cleaner hybrid technology to the supermini while retaining the flexibility of its unique folding Magic Seats. The IMA battery pack and 
power control unit have been integrated in the area under the boot floor, keeping the normal boot area of 300 litres and allowing the Magic Seats to fold in the 
same manner as non-hybrid versions. This means that the seats still fold entirely flat to provide a surprising large boot space of 831 litres, or the seat bases 
can be folded to sit vertically to accommodate tall items within the car. 

The Jazz with hybrid technology will be unveiled at the Paris Motor Show and will go on sale in the UK in early 2011. Prices, homologated emissions levels and 
full specifications will be announced at a later date. 



Bassetts Honda staff - always 
here for a helping hand. 



CIVIC 
AND JAZZ 

ALL CIVIC ANO JAZZ MOOELS COME WITH: 

• 2 YEARS AFFORDABLE FINANCE 
0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


HONDA 



JAZZ 


sss£12,995otr 

ALSO COMES WITH: 

• 3 YEARS COMPLIMENTARY 
SERVICING 



£9,995 


0TR 



EVERYTHING WE DO 
GOES INTO 
EVERYTHING WE DO 


BASSETTS HONDA Tremalns Road, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan CF311TZ. Call 01656 662999 or visit wvm.bassetts-hondaxo uk 

Fuel consumption figures for the Ja zz and Civic Type S range in mpg (1/1 OOfcm): Urban 22.2 * 43.5 (12.7 - 6.5|, Extra Urban 51.4 - 65.7 (5.5 - 
4.3), Combined 42.2 - 55.4 (6.7 - 5.1). C0 2 emissions: 155 - 125 g/km. me* runt :aoae> pets von *x*«a io hym mu u & vuritd rrrw mixhi:i tii’ia w*»tu 
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MOZDOS H/GH-VALUE EOT! ' TAKUYA ' 
MODELS NOW ON SALE 
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Special finance «tfen unit SI March 2011 
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THE MBZOB3 TAKUYA. 
MORE EXTRAS THAN BEN-HUR. 


in^ct o zes* of sports sty*>g aril dynamic Mnnuro it • 
Mardal Takjgya Special Edition. 
If you're after somelhinQ dynamic and daring you can oe s^jre 
tNe iAa2oa3 Takuya delfts aco^J e«tras. and ot touts? Md.*.Jn 

sportlne^i standard. 
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- 3 VAT tised at the 

2010 rata buy mg M.izrt.i k ncr iirtt Agood choice hit ight 

on the pocket too. 


Take tne Maida 3 Takuya for a test drive and you won t 
want to bring It back call us or 0000 021 d J04 
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Y/CTOR/A PARK M3ZD3 

Hadfield Road. Cardiff CF11 8A0 

Freephone: 0800 021 4384 

www.victoriaparkmazda.co.uk 
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The T oyota U/orld toyota 

*6 Notions' Event 


Saturday 19th & 
Sunday 20th 
February. 

A 


■Wi 



Convert to an 11 plate Toyota at our *6 Notions' Event where every new 
Toyota qualifies for a 5 year Warranty and 3 years FREE Servicing. 


UShat are the '6 Notions'? 

Mnfinnl Toyota supported discounts on every single Neu or 
IXJOUOMX Approved used Toyota over the event. 

N OtiO Pl2 5 year Warranty on ALL Neu/ Cars, 

NotiOn3 3 years FREE Servicing on ALL Nesu Cars.* 

N OtiOn4 Lore Rate Finance available on selected models. 

N OtlOnS 3 year Club Toyota complimentary membership 

Mnt-innfi FREE 16* Fiat Screen HO LCO TV 
iuuliui iw urlth every new car ordered this weekend. 



Toyota World Bridgend 

Toodu Road. Bridgend, 

CF314LH 

Tel: 07805 750509 

wuAu.toyotauiorld.toyota.co.uk 


Toyota Work! Cardiff 

Hadfleld Road. Cardiff, 
CF118AQ 

Tel: 02920 348521 


Toyota World Newport 

Maesglas Retail Park, 
Newport, NP202NN 

Tel: 07968 001767 


6.9% 

SERVICING APR 





year 

TOYOTA 

WARRANTY 


On all our new cars. 


Today 

Tomorrow 

Toyota 


N**ty^»a#> M e>ynai t# ryctlbi 38 Dot - or t or 31 Hrrcfi *311 itv^^"**"*^** *"*«**• 
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VALE UNDER-11 YOUNGSTERS 
REMAIN UNBEATEN OUT WEST 



THE Vale of Glamorgan 
under-11 rugby team was on 
tour last weekend, returning 
with an unbeaten record, 
including a 7-7 draw against 
Carmarthen Schools at 
Carmarthen Athletic on 
Friday and a convincing 24-14 
win over Aberystwyth Schools 
at Aberystwyth Rugby Club 
on Saturday. 

In wet and slippery conditions at 
Carmarthen, the Vale backs looked to 
run the ball whenever possible, but 
with many handling errors due to the 
weather many attacking chances fiz¬ 
zled out. 

The forwards took control and 
Reuben Williams emerged from a 
maul to score under the posts, taking 
three defenders with him and being 
driven well by Max Cunnington and 
Jack Lee. Bevan Howell converted. 

Determined running by Luke 
Beattie, Iestyn Raven, Ben Jones, 
Rhys Jones and Harrison Ashby was 
supported well by Oli Rowbottom, 
Daniel Holden, Jac Roberts and Jack 
Little. 


Carmarthen hit back from a Vale 
clearance kick to run in an unopposed 
try and conversion to make the final 
score 7-7 and a fair draw for both 
teams. 

The following day in glorious sun¬ 
shine, the Vale team started well as 
Bevan Howell was fed from a penalty 
to throw two dummies and score under 
the posts, converting himself for a 7- 
nil lead. 

Aber hit back through their winger, 
scoring near the posts after Vale were 
penalised for handling in the ruck, and 
added the conversion. 

After Vale lost the ball in the Aber 
22, they gathered and sprinted a full 
70 metres to score under the posts, 
with Joseff Williams just missing an 
ankle tap to halt him (14-7 to Aber). 

The Vale backs were full of running 
and combined well through Ben Jones, 
Rhys Jones and Rhydian Williams to 
work Jo Williams clear to dive and 
score. Again the Vale hit back though 
the backs, fed expertly by loan 
Williams and loan Lewis, using their 
speed to outpace the defence and 
Rhydian Williams showed speed and 
strength, after being high-tackled, to 
still score. Bevan added the conver¬ 



sion, 14-19 in Vale’s favour. 

Vale were given a penalty for anoth¬ 
er high tackle and ran it through 
Rhodri Hopkins, Harrison Ashby and 
Bev Howell who popped the ball to 
the supporting Finlay Davies to crash 
over, making the final score 
Aberystwyth 14, Vale 24. A deserved 
victory for the whole squad. 

Vale squad: Max Lucas, Reuben 


Williams, Cameron Roy, Oliver 
Rowbottom, Rhys DurLucia (captain), 
Jac Roberts, loan Lewis, Rhys 
Bradshaw, Harrison Ashby, Bevan 
Howell, Rhys Jones, Rhodri Hopkins, 
Joseff Williams, Ben Jones, Jack 
Little, Max Cunnington, loan 
Williams, Luke Beattie, Finlay Davies, 
Ellis Simon, Daniel Holden, Iestyn 
Raven, Rhydian Williams, Jack Lee. 


Porthcawl sweep aside Morriston rivals 


PORTHCAWL 
under-16s hosted a 
powerful Morriston 
side at Rest Bay in a 
vital Ospreys Cup 
game. 

The visitors were at 
full strength, fielding 
their six Ospreys under- 
16s and four Swansea 
District players. They are 
one of the favourites to 
win the competition. 

The young Seaweeds 
knew that they would be 
in for a battle and, 
although the home side 
were missing a number 
of Ospreys and District 
players, they were still 
able to field a strong side. 

Right from the kick 
off, it was evident that 
the Seaweeds would 
have to play simple Cup 
rugby and defend the 
fringes well, as 
Morriston were going to 
use their big forwards to 
take the ball up at every 
opportunity. 

The first 10 minutes 
were even as both sides 
were getting used to the 
pressure and conditions. 
After a number of good 
phases the young 
Seaweeds found them¬ 
selves on Morriston’s 22. 
A free kick was awarded 
to Porthcawl and prop 
Ben Smith ran onto the 
ball at pace breaking two 


tackles before sprinting 
down the line and scor¬ 
ing in the comer. 

This seemed to moti¬ 
vate the home side and 
they began to take con¬ 
trol of the game with 
some superb kicking and 
chasing. Due to the slip¬ 
pery ball, pressure was 
put on the Morriston 
back three at every 
opportunity. Following 
some sustained pressure 
Porthcawl had a number 
of mcks and mauls and 
the pressure finally told 
when scmm half Conor 
Rees picked up the ball 
and slid over the line. 
This was converted by 
Scott Govan. 

Porthcawl’s tactical 
play was taking its toll on 
Morriston and further 
‘go-forward’ by the pack 
saw them camped on the 
opposition line again. 
Finally, Morriston turned 
over the ball, only for the 
outside half to make a 
mistake behind the line 
and flanker Iestyn 
Merriman raced to the 
ball and scored a great 
opportunist try. This was 
converted by Scot Govan 
and Porthcawl went into 
the break deservedly 
leading 19-0. 

The second half saw 
the introduction of 
Porthcawl outside half 
Josh White, who has just 
been selected for the 


Wales under-16s’ squad. 
From forward pressure, a 
ruck was formed in the 
Morriston half and after 
two phases the ball was 
spread out to Tom Bluck, 
who once again ran a 
superb angle to race 
through and score. This 
was converted by Josh 
White (26-0). The 
Seaweeds made a num¬ 
ber of changes to give 
everybody Cup playing 
time and an infringement 
on the Porthcawl 22 led 
to a yellow card to 
White. 

This immediately had 
an impact, as shortly 
after Morriston pounded 
the Porthcawl line with 
their big forwards and 
eventually scored a try 
which was converted. 
Five minutes later 
Morriston scored a repli¬ 
ca of their first try. 

Back to 15, the young 
Seaweeds then upped 
their game and the 
impressive Rees scored 
his second try of the 
game when he pounced 
on a mistake by the away 
side following excellent 
forward play. This was 
converted by White. 

With the game won, 
the young Seaweeds took 
their foot of the gas and 
this allowed Morriston to 
score a try on the last 
play of the game, which 
went unconverted. The 



final score was 33-17 to 
Porthcawl. 

Team manager Paul 
Brown said: “The boys 
thoroughly deserved this 
comprehensive victory 
against a quality side. 
Although a number of 
players were unavailable 
this didn’t impact on the 
team or the style of play 
and just goes to show 
what a great squad of 
players we have. We now 
look forward to our final 
Ospreys Cup group game 
away to Swansea 
Uplands on March 6. 

Porthcawl will be run¬ 
ning a youth side next 
season and new players 
will be welcome. A youth 
game will hopefully be 
arranged before the end 
of this season. 


Conor Rees passes from a scrum. 



Wales under-16 squad members Josh 
White kicks a conversion. 


Cadoxton 
Barry tears 
formbook 
to shreds 


by NEIL WHITE 


Tonyrefail BGC 

1 

Cadoxton Barry FC 

4 


BRIDGEND STREET had scored 10 
unanswered goals against Cadoxton 
Barry at Jenner Park earlier in the sea¬ 
son. On Saturday, Cadoxton Barry found 
themselves away from home and facing 
the only side to have beaten Bridgend 
Street in the league this season. 

On paper this should have been a home banker. 
But, totally undaunted by statistics, Cadoxton Barry 
tore the form book to shreds as they took Ton to task 
from the opening moments through to the final whis¬ 
tle. 

Early CB pressure earned a comer which Mitchell 
Sales curled in to set up a frantic moment in front of 
the Ton goal as two shots were blocked on the line in 
rapid succession. 

With the Barry side continuing to press, Ton broke 
up field to create their first shot on goal as a May 
effort drifted just over the bar. 

Then, for CB, Ross Matthews went on a solo mn 
down the right before crossing to Christian Mills 
whose drive from twenty yards eluded the diving 
Richards in the Ton goal. 

But it wasn’t long before Harvey accidentally 
handled just outside the box in repelling one of Ton’s 
rare attacks. The referee was still taking the wall 
back the required ten yards when Ton’s May unex¬ 
pectedly took the free kick, curling it over the wall 
and past the unprepared Norris for an equaliser that 
was allowed to stand. 

Lifted by the goal, Ton started to see a little more 
of the ball, forcing Norris to pull off a great instinc¬ 
tive save as the CB rearguard lost concentration for 
the only time in the match. Then May was only just 
wide with an opportunist shot. Back came CB as a 
Matthews cross was only a whisker away from con¬ 
necting with Mills’ head with an open goal begging. 

In the next attack, Richards raced out of his box to 
clear an incoming ball. The high bouncing ball came 
off his knee to clearly hit an outstretched arm - an act 
that went unspotted by the referee, allowing the Ton 
keeper to remain on the pitch for the remainder of 
the game. 

Indeed, Richards was among the action almost 
immediately as he brought off a brilliant finger tip 
save from an equally brilliant 25-yard dip from 
Aiden Lewis. 

The second half started with Matthew Bickley 
replacing Harvey who had suffered an eye injury just 
before the break. And it was a long and high bounc¬ 
ing ball from Bickley that gave Mills the opportuni¬ 
ty to put CB back into the lead as he lobbed the 
advancing Richards. Only seconds later he almost 
repeated the performance. 

Bamet then went close with a low drive before the 
tireless Baker ploughed his way on half bent legs 
through three challenges to score a fine solo goal. 

Barely thirty seconds later, a clever flick-on by 
substitute Jermaine Martyn once again found Mills 
with only Richards in front of him. With Richards 
dummied and rounded, he rolled the ball gently into 
an open net to complete a fine hat-trick. 

The final 10 minutes saw a tired looking Ton side 
defending, but defending well to keep the score 
down to respectable proportions. 

Next Saturday Cadoxton Barry FC are on the road 
once more when they visit Llanbradach, the new 
home of Caerphilly AFC. 

Caerphilly were promoted at the end of last sea¬ 
son behind champions Cadoxton Barry. Although 
they have never beaten CB - CB winning 4-2 at 
Jenner Park earlier this season - they have always 
given CB a torrid time in earning the points. 

Saturday is likely to be no different. Players and 
supporters wanting transport are invited to assemble 
at Cadoxton Conservative Club from 11-30am. 

Monday's Linnets’ Lottery numbers were 3, 5, 7, 
8, 10 and 14. There were no winners, so next week's 
offering goes up to £600 from a choice of 13 num¬ 
bers. 

R/0S0I*V6S 

CADOXTON BARRY’S two reserve sides both 
went through to the semi-finals of their respective 
Cup competitions. 

The Seconds beat St Athan 1-0 away and will 
meet Tynewydd in the semi-final of the Supporters’ 
Cup. Meanwhile the Thirds had a massive 9-1 away 
win over Cadoxton Athletic and go on the play Park 
Vets in the last four of the Dockers’ Cup. 
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Power and style at the 
end of the Rainbow! 


RAINBOW Concert Party are 
singing with even more style 
than usual - thanks to a dona¬ 
tion from Aberthaw Power 
Station. 

The party, made up of 14 mem¬ 
bers, were presented with new 
blouses and shirts that they wear to 
their concerts. They have 23 booked 
already in 2011. 

Aberthaw Power Station produc¬ 
tion manager, Andy Harrison, made 
the formal presentation to musical 
director Gwyneth Moffat before the 


concert party entertained the OAP 
club in Penarth. 

Members of the Rainbow 
Concert Party live across the Vale - 
from Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge, to Barry and Llanmaes. 
They meet every Thursday at 
1.30pm at the Millennium Hall in 
Barry for a two-hour rehearsal. 

New members are always welcome 
and if you are over 55 and are inter¬ 
ested in joining, go along to the 
rehearsal, or call Mrs Moffat on 
01446 750617. 



ABOVE: The cheque is handed over 


VALE ROAD WORKS REPORT 

TEMPORARY traffic control: Colcot Road, Barry, between 
Winston Road and Whitewell Road, Barry; B4268, Llyswomery to 
Pentre Meyrick; Ewenny to St Brides Major; A4226 Five Mile Lane 
from Amelia Trust to Weycock Cross; Romilly Road/Canon Street, 
Barry. 

ROAD CLOSURE: Station Road, Peterston Super Ely to the junc¬ 
tion of Groesfaen boundary; The Broadshoard, Cowbridge. 


News from the 
Fonmon apiary 


SPRING is now 
showing signs of 
arrival, hazel 
catkins are out and 
some snowdrops 
are on view. 

Despite the some¬ 
what varied conditions 
the bees are beginning 
to show signs of 
greater activity, in par¬ 
ticular water gathering 
is under way. 

Although I have 
provided a container of 
clean water, my bees 
prefer a container in 
which I have been 
placing rubbish articles 
and, which has collect¬ 
ed rainwater for some 
time now. 

This initial activity 
does of course mean 
that the bees will be 
relying on their winter 
stores and the bee¬ 
keeper must ensure 
that they still have 
some. 

Should they require 
help, the use of ready¬ 
made fondant (cake 
icing) will do the job. 
To apply it, simply roll 
some of it flat and lay 
it directly onto the tops 
of the frames that will 
be exposed when you 
lift the coverboard. 

I shall not disturb 
the bees too much 
until the temperatures 
get a little higher; for 
now, I am content to 
observe the entrances 
and watch for pollen 
starting to come in. 

Monitoring the tray 


debris for Varroa mites 
is still going on, much 
to my surprise, the lat¬ 
est check I carried out 
of two hives showed 
no mites at all. This is 
very encouraging, but 
possibly on my next 
check things may be 
different. 

On January 29,1 
attended a symposium 
held at Worcester 
University, where sci¬ 
entists expounded on 
the latest findings con¬ 
cerning the Varroa and 
associated diseases. 

As I have mentioned 
before, despite some 
20 years of research, 
no solution is yet 
forthcoming. The 
hoped for magic bullet 
using fungus to elimi¬ 
nate the mite has not 
succeeded. 

In laboratory condi¬ 
tions, some success 
was achieved, but 
eventually the fungus 
could not sustain its 
reproductive cycle 
because the tempera¬ 
ture within a colony of 
bees was far too high. 
More research is 
required. 

One thing that was 
apparent to me was 
that hives used by the 
scientists that were 
isolated and supposed¬ 
ly free of the Varroa 
would become infested 
once again. How? 

All in all, the 
researchers are doing 
their best and we as 
beekeepers must carry 


on the fight using the 
materials we have to 
hand. 

The previous 
months spent cleaning 
and refurbishing 
equipment will, I 
know, prove benefi¬ 
cial. New stands and 
new mesh floors have 
been made; these will 
be put to good use 
very shortly, as will 
the clean and waxed 
frames. 

All articles removed 
from the hives will be 
dealt with promptly - 
by that, I mean dis¬ 
carded should that be 
necessary, or cleaned 
and scorched ready for 
re-use. 

Cleanliness has to 
be the watchword for 
the coming season it 
can only help the bees 
in their fight to sur¬ 
vive. 

Queen raising is on 
the agenda this year 
and I will keep you 
informed as to the suc¬ 
cess or failure of the 
project. 

Should it be suc¬ 
cessful, new beekeep¬ 
ers will become the 
recipients of said 
queens, and of course, 
bees to go with them. 

Beekeeping courses 
will be starting shortly, 
and I look forward to 
meeting aspiring bee¬ 
keepers. We need 
them. 

HAROLD 

WILLIAMS 


IN BRIEF 

AN antique and col¬ 
lectors fair will be 
held at the 
Copthorne Hotel, 
Culverhouse Cross, 
on Sunday, February 
27 at 10am-4.30pm. 

Adults £1.50; accom¬ 
panied children free. 

Items include Art 
Deco original paintings, 
including the work of 
two gifted Welsh 
artists. 

Irene Bach 

(1901-1999) was vice- 
president of Swansea 
Art Society, and Archie 
Jones of Cardiff Art 
Society, was famous for 
his ‘Steam’ locomo¬ 
tives. 

On sale will be 17th 
century furniture; 
Victorian dressing table 
mirrors; vintage linens; 
various pottery: 

Ewenny, Nantgarw, 
Poole, Devon, Royal 
Worcester, jewellery, 
dolls and bronzes. 

Refreshments will be 
available in a side room 
at the fair. So take a 
trip down ‘Memory 
Lane’ and enjoy! 


Tax advice 

TAX help for older peo¬ 
ple advice surgery will 
be held at the Age 
Concern offices, Holton 
Road, Barry on Monday, 
February 28, between 
10am-12 noon. 

PACT 
meetings 
in Vale 

DYFAN PACT, sur¬ 
gery with the reassur¬ 
ance and engagement 
vehicle today 
(February 17), at 
Winston Road, Barry, 
between lpm-4pm. 
ILLTYD PACT, Mount 
Sorrel Hotel, Barry, 
March 1, at 7pm. 
CADOC PACT, 
Palmerston 
Community & 

Learning Centre, 

March 4, 2pm. 
WENVOE Community 
Council, Wenvoe 
Community Hall, today 
(February 17, 7.30pm. 
Coffee and chat meet¬ 
ing, Wenvoe Arms, 
February 24, 11am. 
RHOOSE PACT sur¬ 
gery, outside Tesco 
February 23, 2pm. 
STATHANPACT, The 
Gathering Place, 

March 1, 7.30pm. 
CRAIG PENLLYN, 
coffee and chat meet¬ 
ing, Barley Mow pub¬ 
lic house, March 2, 
11am. 

PLYMOUTH surgery, 
clifftops car park, 
February 21, 12pm- 
2pm. 

ST AUGUSTINE’S sur¬ 
gery, with the reassur¬ 
ance and engagement 
vehicle TERV, 

February 21, 12noon- 
2pm. 

SULLY surgery, with 
the reassurance and 
engagement vehicle 
TERV, February 25, 

BP Sports and Social 
club car park, 2pm- 
4pm. 

If you have any issues 
that are affecting your 
quality of life, but are 
unable to attend a 
meeting, contact your 
local Neighbourhood 
Policing or log onto 
www. ourbobby. com 


PENARTH & DISTRICT RAMBLERS: walks round-up 

Haunted castle and a 
sinister Goblin Stone... 


REPORTS by JOY 
STRANGWARD 

S EVEN walkers joined Joy, Bracken 
and Bronte for a trip down to 
Newton after a poor weather fore¬ 
cast meant a cancellation of their 
planned walk in the Llangattock area. 

Newton was the only harbour on the coastline 
between Briton Ferry and Aberthaw and smuggling 
was rife as villagers took advantage of the ships 
that were wrecked on Tusker Rock and Black 
Rocks in the bay, and the Jolly Sailor pub in the 
village played a big part in this. 

Newton closed as a port that exported wheat, 
oats and knitted stockings when a proper harbour 
was constructed at nearby Porthcawl in 1825. 

The tide had turned as the group took to the 
beach, passing Black Rocks with the south wester¬ 
ly wind on their backs and misty rain in the air, and 
made their way across Traeth yr Afon, the tideline 
of which was covered with leaves, seaweed, wood, 
trees and the inevitable plastic containers of all 
kinds. 

The River Ogmore begins to the north of 
Treorchy as Ogwr Fach and meets the Ogwr Fawr 
near Blackmill before it flows through Merthyr 
Mawr on its journey to the sea. 

When coal mining was the major industry of the 
valleys, the river was heavily polluted, but it now 
mns clear and the group followed the river 
upstream, before turning inland through the dunes 
to Candleston. 

The ruins of Candleston Castle made a fitting 
stop for morning refreshment and the name was 
derived from the Norman Cantelupe family who 
built this fortified manor house in the late 14th 
century. 

Later, the estate land became engulfed with sand 
following heavy storms and high tides and was 
therefore useless and also the nearby village of 
Treganlaw (the town of a 100 hands) was lost to 
the sand. 

The castle is said to be haunted and surrounded 
by trees it does have an eerie atmosphere - but 
there are many ghost stories surrounding a nearby 
area that according to legend, was an oratory for a 
Celtic Chapel. 

Old crosses and stones were found, one being 
the Goblin Stone, which was allegedly haunted by 
an unknown ghost that would surprise passing peo¬ 
ple, capture them and force them to embrace the 



All smiles at Merthyr Mawr Warren. 


stone after, which their hands and feet would 
become trapped in the carvings and the only 
method of escape was prayer. 

Making their way across empty fields to Ton 
Farm, they walked the lane to St Teilo’s Church 
and stopped to examine the collection of ancient 
memorial stones contained in a shed behind the 
church before admiring the hundreds of snowdrops 
that adorned the churchyard. 

The pretty thatched cottages in Merthyr Mawr 
gave way to some quiet lane walking where many 
primroses were spotted in a garden before the 
group, followed by several horse-riders, made their 
way to Whitney Farm. 

Crossing muddy fields, they skirted Coed 
Cwintin and emerged by Candleston Farm and fol¬ 
lowed the lane to enter the rear of Merthyr Mawr 
Warren where cows were taking rest under the 
trees. 

The present warren is all that remains of what 
was the largest sand dune complex in Britain which 
stretched along the coastline to Mumbles. 

Now it is protected and an important habitat for 
plant and wildlife. 

Narrow sandy paths led them through the woods 
and lunch was enjoyed in a clearing before they 
continued through the disused rifle range and back 
through Newton Burrows. 

There, in 1973, a 3,000-year old tomb was dis¬ 
covered, one of the many burial places in the area, 
and archaeologists have proved that the Celts and 
Romans once settled in the area. 

After a short walk through the dunes, the group 
returned to the beach car park just as the sun began 
to break through the clouds. 

On February 20, meet at 9am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for a 7-mile moderate walk at Talybont-on- 
Usk and the Bryn Oer tramroad; contact Val H on 
029 2051 3274. 


...AND A VIEW OF THE RIVER 
WYE FROM THE SAXON GATE 


ON a bright, breezy 
and cool morning 
six walkers, border 
terrier Jasmine and 
leader Joy with 
Bracken and 
Bronte set off from 
below Tumps Hill 
in the county of 
Gloucestershire and 
joined part of the 
Wye Valley Walk. 

After following the 
old dismantled railway 
line, the track led them 
below the Coldwell 
Rocks and they 
climbed up through the 
woods emerging beside 
some stone lime kilns 
and followed the road 
steeply uphill to 
Symonds Yat east 
where they stopped for 
morning coffee. 

Yat Rock, from the 
Saxon word ‘Yat’ 
meaning gate or pass, 
has a scenic viewpoint, 
120-metres above the 
winding Wye, and is 
renowned for peregrine 
falcons that nest in the 
tall cliffs which are 
also used by climbers. 

The river cut a deep 
gorge through the car¬ 
boniferous limestone 
and over 2,000 years 
ago there was an Iron 
Age fort at the top. 


Descending by road, 
the group entered 
Elliot’s Wood and 
descended a steep, 
muddy path with a 
flight of wooden steps 
that led them downhill 
past dozens of small 
white snowdrops, the 
first to be seen this sea¬ 
son. 

The walkers spotted 
several cock pheasants 
evidently being bred in 
the area. 

Following the river 
bank, muddy in places 
where the river had 
overflowed, the group 
reached the metal 
Huntsham road bridge 
and opposite in a field, 
rather unusually, saw 
around two dozen 
swans that appeared to 
be feeding on the crop. 

Crossing a field to 
Rocklands Farm they 
passed three pigs snuf¬ 
fling around in the mud 
before joining the 
Goodrich road for a 
short distance to reach 
a footpath opposite a 
field of Alpacas. 

Resembling small 
Llamas, they graze on 
the heights of the 
Andes in southern 
Peru, which is their 
home, but they were 
bred not just for meat 


but for their coat. 

Their hair is used for 
making blankets, coats, 
socks, hats, sweaters, 
gloves, scarves and 
ponchos. If disturbed 
or frightened they can 
kick and spit but this 
particular brood 
seemed happy to stand 
and smile for a photo¬ 
graph! 

Climbing uphill by 
narrow lane and road, 
the group steadily 
climbed up Coppet Hill 
and paused at the trig 
point standing at 188 
metres with its fantastic 
view of the ruined 
Goodrich Castle built 
in the late 11th century. 

During the Civil War 
the castle was held by 
both sides but Sir 
Henry Lingen’s 
Royalists were finally 
forced to surrender 
when threatened with 
the huge mortar known 
as Roaring Meg which 
has been returned to 
the castle after an 
absence of 350 years. 

On a clear day the 
views stretch to the 
Brecon Beacons and 
the Black Mountains in 
Powys, the Clee Hills 
in Shropshire and the 
Malvern Hills in 
Worcestershire. 


An old ruined cot¬ 
tage at the top made a 
perfect stop for lunch 
which was enjoyed in 
bright and fairly warm 
sunshine for the time of 
year while drinking in 
the views. 

Walking the ridge- 
way, which after 15 
years of conservation 
work, was made a 
nature reserve in 2000, 
and is supported by the 
Friends of Coppet Hill 
who dwell in the 
parish, the group noted 
that it is home to the 
rare pearl bordered frit¬ 
illary butterfly. 

Descending a narrow 
path through woodland, 
they reached the Wye 
once more where the 
temperature fell rapidly 
and topcoats were 
hastily put back on. 

Then they followed 
the river bank until 
they reached Park 
Wood where they re¬ 
crossed the river by 
way of the disused rail¬ 
way bridge and made 
their way back to their 
start point. 
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The Vale’s Seren takes her exceptional 
form of last year into the new year 



SEREN ALLIN showed that the 
Christmas break had not affected her 
form as she produced the top perform¬ 
ance by a Vale pupil at the top cross¬ 
country event in Wales - the McCain 
Cardiff Cross Challenge, held at 
Blackweir. 

With a substantial amount of rainfall leading up 
to the event, it was no surprise that the course was 
very heavy in places and, with fourteen races being 
held to cater for athletes from primary schools to 
Masters over 70 years of age, it inevitably churned 
up into thick, heavy mud in places, adding a new 
dimension to the experience of many year-7 pupils. 

Although part of a UK series, the event incorpo¬ 
rates a schools invitation inter district and inter 
county match, which has been held since 1977 and 
which attracts representative teams from across 
South Wales - Dyfed, Afan Nedd Tawe, Powys, 
Glamorgan Valleys, South East Wales and Cardiff 
and the Vale of Glamorgan - plus Gloucestershire. 

The schools’ competitions are scored separately 
from the main race, and are held a year younger than 
the normal bottom end of the age group. 

Cowbridge pupil Seren was wearing the maroon 
and gold colours of Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan district and had an outstanding run in the 
schools’ year-7 competition to take second place 
behind Cari Llyr Hughes from Syr Thomas Jones in 
Anglesey. 

Sadly, that was the only individual medal claimed 
by a Vale pupil at this high quality fixture, but there 
were a number of team medals claimed. 

Heading that list was the Cardiff and the Vale 
Middle Boys team (years-10 and 11). Competing in 
the under-17 (years-11 and 12) race, for the second 
successive year the squad produced a top quality 
performance to claim a narrow win over the 
Gloucestershire team. 

Contributing to that success - as he had in 2010 - 
was Barry Comprehensive pupil Matthew Edwards, 
who finished 22nd in the race and 11th in the 
schools competition. There was further good news 
for Matthew after the race as he was selected to rep¬ 
resent the Wales under-17 team at the Celtic 
International in Dublin. 

In addition to that team gold medal, there were 
eight silver medals as Cardiff and the Vale produced 
its best performance at this event for many years, 
finishing second to Gloucestershire in four age 
groups. 

Having taken individual silver in the year-7 girls’ 
race, Seren Allin doubled her tally by leading her 
squad to second, losing out by only seven points. 
The huge improvement by Stanwell athletes this 
winter is underlined by Emily Wooster finishing as 
sixth and final counter for the A team, finishing 36th 
in the race and 31st in the schools’ competition. 

There was an even bigger Stanwell contribution 
in the year-7 boys’ race. 

Two pupils from the Penarth school - Spencer 
Robinson (19th in the race, 11th in the schools’ sec¬ 
tion) and Ben McCullagh (23rd and 11th) - were in 
the second placed Cardiff and the Vale team, with 
Aled George (24th and 12th) - one of a trio of 
George brothers from Bro Morgannwg taking part - 
also a member of the scoring six. 

Another Vale trio - the second George brother, 
year-9 Dafydd (29th and 17th), Ben Owen 
(Llantwit, 33rd and 21st) and year-8 Elliot Morris- 
Devred (Barry Comprehensive, 45th and 32nd) 
were members of the second place team in the 
schools’ year-8 and 9 section held within the under- 
15 (years-9 and 10) race. 

Sadly, there were no Vale girls in the senior girls’ 
team, while two Llantwit pupils headed the Cardiff 
and the Vale teams in the senior boys’ and middle 
girls’ competitions respectively. Year-10 Megan 
Osborn was the top local girl in the middles, finish¬ 
ing 14th in the race and sixth in the schools’ section. 

Year-12 Alex Simon should be rightly pleased 
that, after years of frustration, he produced his best 



ever performance at this fixture to lead the senior 
boys into third place, which misses out on a team 
medal, by finishing 30th in the race and 19th in the 
schools’ element. 

Just over 500 pupils competed in the eight 
schools’ competitions with Cardiff and the Vale 
Schools fielding 146 starters, slightly down on 
recent years, with the Vale providing a very healthy 
sixty pupils. 

This was a tough test and it will be interesting to 
see whether the pupils named in this report figure in 
the Cardiff and the Vale teams to compete at the 
Aviva Welsh Schools Golden Celebration National 
championships, which will be held at Brecon on 
Wednesday, March 16. 

Results of Vale pupils: 

(The number in front of the pupils name is the 
race position. The number after the pupil’s school is 
the schools’ competition position.) 

Senior Boys (Years-12 to 14) - 6.8 km: 30 Alex 
Simon (Llantwit, 19) 27:00; 39 Rhys George (Bro 
M, 28) 29:18; 40 Darren Jones (Llantwit, 29) 29:54; 
42 Tom Howies (Llantwit, 31) 30:14. 

Teams: 1 Gloucestershire Schools 44; 3 Cardiff 
and the Vale Schools 152. 

Inter/Middle Boys (Years-10 and 11) - 5.7 km: 
22 Matthew Edwards (Barry Comp, 11) 21:56; 32 
Rory Heslop (Bro M, 20) 22:40; 48 Matthew 
Collins (Barry Comp, 35) 24:26; 50 Elliot Clissold 
(Barry Comp, 37) 24:31; 61 Sam Peterkin St Cyres 
48) 25:35; 62 Dan Owen (Llantwit, 49) 25:51; 67 
Meirin Evans (Bro M, 54) 26:48. 

Teams: 1 Cardiff and the Vale Schools 58; 5 
Cardiff and the Vale Schools B 199; 7 Cardiff and 
the Vale Schools C 283. 

Junior Boys (Years-8 and 9) - 4.1 km: 29 

Dafydd George (Bro M, 17) 16:29; 33 Ben Owen 
(Llantwit, 21) 16:47; 45 Elliot Morris-Devred 
(Barry Comp, 32) 17:09; 51 Rian Thomas (Cow, 37) 
17:17; 56 Tom Rawlings (Llantwit, 42) 17:33; 60 
Gareth Hurman (Barry Comp, 46) 17:40; 76 Ellis 
Rosser (Cow, 62) 18:20; 84 Huw Bennett (Cow, 70) 
18:37; 86 Alex Love (Cow, 72 18:39; 88 Richard 
Dangerfield (Llantwit, 74) 18:46. 

Teams: 1 Gloucestershire Schools 50; 2 Cardiff 
and the Vale Schools 104; 6 Cardiff and the Vale 
Schools B 237; 8 Cardiff and the Vale Schools C 
292; 10 Cardiff and the Vale Schools D 385; 12 
Cardiff and the Vale Schools E 451. 

Year 7 Boys - 2.4 km: 19 Spencer Robinson 
(Stan, 7) 09:53; 23 Ben McCullagh (Stan, 11) 10:04; 
24 Aled George (Bro M, 12) 10:06; 33 Will Marsh 
(Stan, 20) 10:12; 38 Dewi Bennett (Cow, 24) 10:20; 
58 Will Gale (Stan, 41) 10:39; 67 Sean Davies 
(Cow, 49) 10:45; 68 Alex Langrish (Stan, 50) 10:46; 
72 Luke Jefferys (Cow, 54) 10:54; 77 Rhys Gardner 
(Llantwit, 59) 11:00; 91 Cameron McJennett-House 
(Stan, 73) 11:24. 


Teams: 1 Gloucestershire Schools 33; 2 Cardiff 
and the Vale Schools 56; 4 Cardiff and the Vale 
Schools B 154; 8 Cardiff and the Vale Schools C 
289. 

Inter/Middle Girls (Years-10 and 11) - 4.6 km: 

14 Megan Osborne (Llantwit, 6) 20:51; 25 Fiona 
Bray (Cow, 15) 21:40; 46 Danielle Green (St 
Richard Gwyn, 36) 23:52; 56 Anthea Young 
(Llantwit, 46) 25:29; 63 Kathryn Gardner (Bryn H, 
53) 26:57; 68 Bethan Yapp (Bro M, 58) 28:12; Dnf 
Lucy Tarrant (Llantwit). 

Teams: 1 Dyfed Schools 56; 4 Cardiff and the 
Vale Schools 151; 7 Cardiff and the Vale Schools B 
304. 

Junior Girls (Years-8 and 9) - 3.5 km: 15 Kate 
Coker (Stan, 6) 15:06; 46 Erin Hayes (Llantwit, 32) 
16:25; 49 Ela Emyr (Cow, 35) 16:40; 55 Rebecca 
Thomas (Cow, 41) 16:56; 57 Nadine James (Cow, 
43) 17:00; 76 Alice Tudor (Cow, 61) 17:46; 77 Ana 
Mirza-Davies (Stan, 62) 17:47; 81 Tillie Carter 
(Bryn H, 66) 18:02; Dnf Maisie Squire (Stan). 

Teams: 1 Gloucestershire Schools 63; 2 Cardiff 
and the Vale Schools 85; 7 Cardiff and the Vale 
Schools B 199; 9 Cardiff and the Vale Schools C 
292. 

Year-7 Girls - 2.4 km: 5 Seren Allin (Cow, 2) 
09:51; 36 Emily Wooster (Stan, 31) 11:13; 39 Seren 
Marsh (Stan, 34) 11:15; 42 Annabelle Birch-Hurst 
(Stan, 37) 11:22; 47 Kelsea Peterson (Bro M, 41) 
11:34; 63 Rebecca Humpage (Stan, 55) 12:01; 66 
Ysobelle Williams Bishop of Llandaff 58) 12:06; 74 
Cerys Bradshaw (Cow, 65) 12:22; 75 Alicia Thomas 
(Cow, 66) 12:25; 82 Ffion Vickers (Cow, 73) 12:39; 
87 Nia Fenn (Bro M, 78) 12:46; Dnf Ffion Adams 
(Stan). 

Team: 1 Gloucestershire Schools 72; 2 Cardiff 
and the Vale Schools 79; 8 Cardiff and the Vale 
Schools B 258; 9 Cardiff and the Vale Schools C 
355. 

PETER MORRIS 
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Persil Boys 
come unstuck 

PERSIL BOYS saw their title hopes in the 
Bridgend Six-a-side Sunday league take a 
massive dent as they were surprisingly 
beaten 2-0 by strugglers The Pie Boys. 

Nigel Gibbs starred while Roy Larkin did like¬ 
wise as Inter Wildmill became the only one of divi¬ 
sion one’s top four to win, beating Minter Phoenix 3- 
0. 

Anyone who wants to join the six-a-side football 
league in Bridgend should telephone 0845 230 2340 
or visit www.leisureleagues.net 
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Ty Mawr Gwyn, 
Flemingston 

5 Bedrooms, 

Backing onto fields. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£395,000 



:i ,l 


. . 


Hayes Cottage, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Off Road Parking. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£249,950 



Llantwit Garden Close, 
St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 

Extended and Refurbished. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£184,995 



Denbigh Drive, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Not just 1 BUT 2 Garages. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£155,000 



Brecon Street, Boverton 

3 Bedrooms 

Low Maintenance Garden. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£134,950 



Llys Dwynwen, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Full Width Conservatory. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Alma House, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Cottage Garden. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Clos Y Wiwer, 
Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 

Well Proportioned Conservatory. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£285,000 


Church Meadow, 
Boverton 

4 Bedrooms 

Full Width Decked Rear Garden. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£199,995 


Monmouth Way, 
Boverton 

3 Bedrooms 

Deceptive Accommodation. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£162,500 


£121,950 


Drake Close, 
St Athan 


Whitewell Drive, 
Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 
Southerly Garden. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Glyndwr Avenue, 
St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Low Maintenance Garden. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£149,950 


3 Bedrooms 
Fully Fitted Kitchen. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£139,950 


Pantycelyn Place, 
St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Ready for a Family. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£129,950 


Walnut Grove, 

St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
Well Proportioned. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 
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Your very own private balcony with sea views... 

Luxurious 2 bedroom penthouse with uninterrupted sea 
views located in Mar de Crystal, Costa Calida 

Private rooftop solarium with views over the Mar 
Menor and La Manga. Underground garage, 
private tennis club, 500 metres to beach, marina 
and promenade. Just ten minutes golf and 
20 minutes Murcia Airport. 

£123,950 



Eurgan Close, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
South Side Of Town. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£189,950 



Four Acre, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Off Road Parking and a Garage. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£160,000 



Bedford Rise, 
Boverton 


3 Bedrooms 
Sizeable Plot. 


Call Simon 01446 791963 


£136, 




Yew Tree Grove, 
St Athan 


2 Bedrooms 
Open Green Aspect. 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£104,950 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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Having difficulty selling 
your home? 

You should ask your estate 
agent to advertise in 

The GEM 

locally and globally! 

95% of Gem readers do not read Wales’ national morning paper! 


Lets! 


MurlandeWay 

1 bed house 

£400 pcm 

Bullfinch Road 

2 bed house 

£475 pcm 

Shakespeare Drive 2 bed house 

£500 pcm 

Pinewood Square 

2 bed house 

£525 pcm 

Shackleton Close 3 bed house 

£550 pcm 

ClosOgney 

2 bed house 

£550 pcm 

Morgan Street 

3 bed terraced house 

£575 pcm 

Romanza House 

2 bed waterfront apartment 

£575 pcm 

Showle Acre 

3 bed house 

£625 pcm 

Ty Gambig 

3 bed luxury apartment 

£695 pcm 

The Parade 

Executive 6 bed house 

£1300 pcm 


01446 711900 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


New cottage plan 
for old garage... 



ABOVE: The derelict garage that will he 
demolished to make way for a cottage. 


AN empty garage showroom in Llanfair is 
to he demolished and replaced by a two- 
bedroom cottage. 

Approval was granted at the planning committee 
meeting earlier this month, and councillors were 
told that the plan has been welcomed by Llanfair 
Community Council, which believed it could only 
be an improvement to the site. 

However, conditions attached include giving the 
planning authorities prior notice of the intended 
building materials. 

The council has also requested a “nest box 
scheme targeted towards house sparrow, starling, 
swift, swallow or house martin ”. 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN 
COUNCIL 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 
1972 SECTION 123 (2A) 

Land immediately adjacent to 
the Cafe, Porthkerry Park Barry 

Notice is hereby given that Vale of Glamorgan 
Council intends to dispose of land having an 
area of approximately 100 square metres 
immediately adjacent to the Cafe at Porthkerry 
Park which forms part of an open space for 
use as a decked area ancillary to the use of 
the cafe. 

Objections to the intended disposal must be 
made in writing and addressed to: 

Director of Legal Public Protection 
& Housing Services ref C07-0327 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Civic Offices Holton Road 
Barry CF63 4RU 
by no later than 3rd March 2011 

Dated the 17th day of February 2011 
P H Evans 

Director of Legal Public 
Protection & Housing Services 


Recent Vale planning applications 


Miss Fiona Leadbitter, The 
Coachhouse, Bwlch Gwyn 
Farm, Sandy Lane, 
Ystradowen - demolition of 
outbuildings, erection of two- 
storey extension to existing 
detached dwelling, works to 
include new fireplace and 
associated chimney. 

Mr Greg Kingdon, rear of 30 
and 32 Barry Road, Barry - 
replace wooden outward 
opening doors with roller 
shutter doors. 

Mr and Mrs Witherspoon, 4 
Nordale Road, Llantwit 
Major - two storey extension 
to side and rear. 

Mr R Ryland, 45 Partridge 
Road, St Athan - attached 
three bedroom dwelling. 

Mr Adrian Rowe, Chapel 
House, 5 Rhoose Road, 
Rhoose - retrospective appli¬ 
cation for alterations to previ¬ 
ous application, including 
new pitch roof to rear, conser¬ 
vatory and dormer windows. 
Mr Bryan Wadham, 40 High 
Street, Cowbridge - conver¬ 
sion of one residence to two 
apartments including the 
demolition of small outhouse 
buildings to provide 
improved access facilities. 
Mrs Leake, The Chippings, 


Bridge Road, Llanblethian, 
Cowbridge - fell small ash in 
rear garden. 

Mr Richard Bevington, 1 
Cwrt ty Mawr, Penarth - 
take down existing conserva¬ 
tory and re-build on same 
footprint with traditional tile 
roof. 

Ms Jane Fraser, Oakways 
Farm, Peterston Super Ely 
- single storey dwelling. 

Mr Adrian Goolding, 70 
Redbrink Crescent, Barry 
Island - conservatory to side 
of property. 

Mr Morrish, 206 Redlands 
Road, Penarth - rear 
dormer. 

Mr Paul Thomas, Lydmore 
Farm, Dyffryn - demolition 
of existing lean to sheds and 
erection of new extension 
containing entrance hall and 
living room. Alteration and 
extension to create new utili¬ 
ty and breakfast rooms. 

Miss Emma Hancock, 
Bassett Park, Bassett Street, 
Barry - provision of general 
amenity lighting. 

Mr and Mrs Bryan, 19 
Darren Close, Cowbridge - 
first floor extension above the 
garage to form a new master 
bedroom/ensuite, a new con¬ 


servatory and internal 
improvements. 

Mr Hywel Jones, 17 
Eastgate, Cowbridge - ret¬ 
rospective application to 
remove broken boiler, fit new 
one and change necessary 
flue piping. 

Mr Neil Rossiter, 33 
Sunnycroft Lane, Dinas 
Powys - single storey exten¬ 
sion with lean to roof to rear 
of property. 

Punch Pub Partnership, The 
Blacksiths Arms, Llanmaes, 
Llantwit Major - demolition 
of existing outbuildings and 
the erection of a proposed 
extension in place. 

Mr Peter Thomas, The Villa, 
Pendoylan Road, Gwern Y 
Steeple - residential 
dwelling, within curtilage of 
existing house. 

Mr Jonathan Power, 6 
Bradenham Place, Penarth 
- conversion of property into 
two, one bedroom, self-con¬ 
tained flats. 

Messrs R Thomas , M Terry 
and R Mooney, site of for¬ 
mer St Athan Boys Village, 
St Athan - variation of con¬ 
dition Nol on permission no 
2000/01435/FUL dated 
February 13, 2006, so that the 


duration of the planning per¬ 
mission may be extended. 
Conversion and replacement 
of existing buildings to form 
12 dwellings. 

Mr Lloyd Konten, Hill Top, 
Oxford Street, Barry - sin¬ 
gle storey extension at the 
rear of the property. 

Mr Stephen Bryl, 4 Cwrt 
Leubren, Barry - single 
storey Orangery extension to 
rear of property, extending 
kitchen and living area. 

One Stop Stores, Broad 
Street, Barry - erection of 
various advertisements in 
connection with ‘One Stop’ 
store. 

Mr Anthony Carter, Barry 
Fire Station, Port Road 
West, Barry - seven addi¬ 
tional parking spaces. 

Mr Wynn Jones, Gas 
Compound, Plymouth 
Park, Marconi Avenue, 
Penarth - exchange existing 
flare stack chimney for a 
smaller unit more suitably 
sized to current requirements. 
Mr Stephen VanPragg, 
Summerhouse Bay, 

Boverton - disabled access 
ramp and storm shelter. 


Vale council houses: 
hand-over ballot 


THE average rent of a council 
property in the Vale is £86 a 
week - that information was 
given to Llantwit Major town 
councillors by Vale councillor 
Gwyn John. 

He reported that the ballot on 
whether or not to hand council 
houses over to a newly-created 
housing association called Heritage 
Coast Homes is due to take place 
shortly. 

Coun John said that this decision 
would have a big impact on the 
future of council houses: “The envi¬ 
ronment that many of our houses 
are within is in a poor state these 
days. We have problems at 
Trebeferad with the narrow roads 


which either need to be widened or 
parking areas created to remove 
the parked cars from the streets. 
But there is no money to do that. 

“There could be benefits in 
future. Many council houses have 
already been sold privately and 
there’s not much housing stock left. 
There are only 4,000 houses left in 
the whole of the Vale.” 

He warned that the Vale 
Council’s budget would have to be 
cut back because of the spending 
cuts coming from the Welsh 
Assembly, and said that people 
would be upset to see no work 
being done on council houses, even 
though rents would continue to 
rise. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ACT, 1990 

CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG DEDDF CYNLLUNIO 
(ADEILADAU RHESTREDIG AC ARDALOEDD 
CADWRAETH) 1990 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2011/00092/LBC 

Conversion of one residence to two apartments includ¬ 
ing the demolition of small outhouse buildings to pro¬ 
vide improved access facilities 
40, High Street, Cowbridge 

Grade II 


2011/00098/LBC 

Demolition of existing lean to sheds and erection of 
new extension containing entrance hall and living room. 
Alteration and extension to create new utility and 
breakfast rooms 
Lydmore Farm, Dyffryn 

Grade II 


Application No:/Rhif y cais: 2011/00101/LBC 

Proposak/Cynnig: Retrospective application to remove broken boiler, fit 

new one and change necessary flue piping 

Location:/Lleoliad: 71, Eastgate, Cowbridge 

Listed Building:/ 

Adeilad Rhestredig Grade II 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE) ORDER 1995 

GORCHYMYN CYNLLUNIO GWLAD ATHREF 

(TREFN DATBLYGIAD CYFFREDINOL) 1995 

A pplication(s) that may be of General Public Interest 

Ceisiadau a allai fod o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol i’r Cyhoedd 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2011/00106/FUL and 2011/00109/FUL 

Proposak/Cynnig: Variation of Condition No. 1 and renewal of planning 

permission no. 2000/01435/FUL for conversion and 
replacement of existing buildings to form 12 dwellings. 
Location:/Lleoliad: Site of former St. Athan Boys Village, St. Athan 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 


2011/00113/FUL 

Exchange existing flare stack chimney for a smaller 
unit more suitably sized to current requirements 
Gas Compound, Plymouth Park, Marconi Avenue, 
Penarth 


A pplication(s) which might affect a Public Right of Way/ 

Pep irture fr m the Prc vj j n f the De ejoj merit FI m 

Ceisiadau a allai effeithio ar Hawl Tramwy Cyhoeddus/ 

Ceisiadau nad ydynt yn cydymffurfio a Darpariaeth y Cynllun 

Datblyqu 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2011/00118/FUL 

Proposak/Cynnig: Construction of biogas plant 

Location:/Lleoliad: Land north of Pancross Farm, Llancarfan 

Full details (including plans) may be inspected during normal working hours for 
a period of 21 days in the offices of the Head of Planning and Transportation at 
the address given below, or via the Council’s Online Applications Register at 
vog.planning-register.co.uk 

Mae’r holl fanylion (gan gynnwys y cynlluniau) i’w gweld yn swyddfeydd 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant y cyngor (gwelwch y cyfeiriad ar waelod y 
dudalen) yn ystod oriau arferol swyddfa, am gyfnod o 21 o ddiwrnodau. 

Cewch eu gweld hefyd ar Gofrestr Ceisiadau Ar-lein y cyngor drwy fynd i 
vog.planning-register.co.uk. 


Dated: 17 February, 2011 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning and Transportation 
The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Dock Office, 

Barry Docks, 

Barry 
CF63 4RT 


Dyddiedig: 17 Chwefror, 2011 
Rob Thomas 
Pennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, 
Dociau’r Barri, 
Y Barri 
CF63 4RT 
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hornes^- 


01446 709840 
01446 704316 

BRYN BAflRWG, BARRY 



»MU fertMwvm 70 
StiiftabU for « mUxw 
Mi«l9 or«ld«r 

• Tati rwl-rvirn 

•First Socr 

• Centra to art rg 

• Double glaeng 

• i ::r'rT>,nv p^Pi 

Rem £71.90 per »e*L 

o: sor.cecMrges 


To apply call the hotlnc, e-mail us at 
HOMES4U*va9eofgleroorg*i\ 90 v.uk 
or apply in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Legal. Pubic Protection and 
Housng Department 
Ch*c Offices Holton Road. 
Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Braad Street, Barry CF62 7AL 

CLO 6 PEIRIANT, BAJRRY 

H4U ftefereno* 1062971 

Swt roc i ungl« pwraurt 
or couple wtei 1 child 

• TMo-bcnrtXHT, hou«* 

• {>rrrjl hwtng 

• Drtrtw-gfcvng 

Rom £77 43 per ***** 

mr tiring cKonjm 


ARTHUR DAVIES COURT, BARRY ■ ORECON COURT, BARRY 



H4U !%4m w \m 997473 

Suitable for a tin** 
person ouar 9 *-up pet* 

• EluJu HMI » 

• R»bl Boor Ro Ifb 

• om aamm 

• Doofre gtazhg 

• ComfriirHl irlmncii 

• iViroon o- sue. pacing 

Rnni fan .ia r** weet 

inducing tern 



H4ii *&**<+:* 202303 

SutobU lor m single 
parson or coipls ouar 00 

• Ore bedroom tat 
■H •Fori Hacf 
B9 • Can** Mtatag 

• Doube glazing 

• Commurity bare 
Hint 17MB par ml nc 


COLUMBUS CLOSE. BARRY 


ELIS FISHER COURT, BARRY 




vrmra 

Sstabl* for n family 

• Trree-Paoroum house 

• Qaoi outltU rusting 

• Doutse qW/nq 

• Ercbusd row qirctefi 

• Pw*rg 

Rent (T| 19 pa Inc water 
wvo?4 heeing charges 



1003736 

Suit tor a atayla pmuon or 
:oup4e [W S 6 <v> pets 
towH y pan lo person 

imodmu aduplutlun 

• One oed’oom lit |GF> 

• [ 

• LUitm 4 U:rg purlrp 

• Adapted shower 

• lYiroen or she. gotten 

w»ni tan *o t •* ***** 

•ncludog ur s*:o cN»«ge 


GWYN JAMES COURT, PENARTH ■ GWYN JAMES COURT, PENARTH ■ HEOL Y LLOAIGAU, BARRY 


HUNT PLACE, BARRY 



H 4 U »W*»v* rCVLX 74 * 
Sucjoui for a stogie 
pcnoncMfB-iapab 

• C2> Bede to ino lft| 

• Ground and list doors 

• Gas csanfral hewing 

• Ooufctoglaang 

• C b — Wunb •rrtrwicm 

• Warden on eta. paring 
ReotCiXOdp* nc wafer . 
wrv*:* X hatorg charge | 



H4U mUiWKS r«E05C 

Sub lor a Mi0e parson or 
oouptoouartt-nopato 

Pnortty gN«n In parson 
tuMdlng udipUlion 

• '•••••• •' T l 

■ Gas carfrsi having 

• CutiA* Jtuirj pAfKng 

• Wa*-n show 

• Wanton on ato. garden 

Rant \i« Itt Altar 

sarvsea A hairing charge 



mU r mlrnnrcm 1063707 

Suit tor a stogie parson or 
c oitpla war 40-no pals 

Priority pvsn to pnrwon 
Abb Attbatty tnpamaa 

♦Ons*bad*oom is 

• Ground floor 

oanlt a reatirg 
Dcu&c gU:rg 
Parsirg 

Hunt tOO tttt par **m* 

•nclidngMhloidtaDI 



H4U NMWars:# 7>7«J 
Suf lor a «nq a paraen nr 
caapto caar 59 - ne pals 
ytltoU rroWHv W**W*) 

• Or»-&edn>oro lit 
•G id o Bi h • ft tap4 

• Camrai •eai»g 

• OoutiA qtoi**g 

tf • Comrsurrly titr n 

Rent £99 19 ow. nc. 
servo* and a ar* chgs 


JEWEL STREET, BARRY 


LAUCHARNE COURT, BARRY 


LIDDICOAT COURT, BARMY 


MAtS YM VSGOL, BARMY 



H4U Rs4r«mji 106 09S9 
Sutlabl* tor » tumfy 
• Th*r»*-rs*rt # r>nm 
•Central heatng 
•Oo^tte-parng 
•Gardens 


Rant LB0.9S p*r «a**€*. 



M4U RutorA»«3a 7 r 4649 

burtsfala tor a family 

• Thraa-paOnxn- hoot* 
•Orrralhealng 

• Double glazng 
•Garden 


Rant £95 7S per swl 

incudng airer charges 



H4U latoaffca 99S6SJ 

Balt lor » angle parson 
or coupla oat 40 

• O«te-ttedroom flat 

• Th»-drt:.:r ro H| 

• Oaa oaovfil -oifrg 

*. i.'i i ... j 

• PwVnit 

Ron! £7919 par me water 
«*»rvn» a hewing charge 



714lt‘ sArt^vt 

SutINWe lor o tmgto 
poraon or ecu pc* 

Priority 9 vsn to parson 
atoaoMtytapSiaad 

• Ona-bad’oom la 

• G*uj’J U-.r 

• Gao centra *«eh r g 

• Dotiha gtimg 
_ • P*rsr-« 

■ Rant £93 96 per woe* 

V rncUdng w\>:f cNrge 



Ml MO ANSI R COURT, HARRY 


H*U *to*oG* (008863 

Son aero tor a taaaty 

• Threa-tnd maito-ntie 

.,ipdg imb| 

• Double glazing 

• Enekwed garden 


Rent £96.94 per reet* 
od-drg aarvioa chargao 


PEN DINE CLOSE. BARRY 


MJU Meterenoe 719645 

8«41 forabigla p a i a s 
couple or snot tonly 
-no pats 

• Two-bedroom tm 

• First floor 

• Central haatng 

• Ooublsglabng 

Rent £93.39 per week 
hdudkg servoe charges 


You must be a HOMES4U 
member to dpp^y for any of 
ft**** homes. 

i*it w 1 bidding for mod ttw» ora 
orooertv >ou wll dc ashed to state 
your order of preference 
All deecnplione rx) other details are 
gr»an In good faith ard ora bal«vad 
lo be ccrect but any potenbal 
iamhmi H*K.mkj aatefy iienitelw as 
to their correctness. 

N wyth ■ a ciutlilia foang wnciituv 


MICHAEL5TON CLOSE BARRY ■ OSPRC V COURT. HAMMY 


OWAJN COURT, ST AT HAN 



M4UWeten-r>^2l55r9 

Suit lor a single person, 
couple or smai tamly 

• Two-bad burgeow 

• Canlre reatirg 

• Dajbe-glmrg 

• QerOtrit 

Rant £93.39 per neat 

ndjoteg water era*pas 



H4U*<**rc» 1019049 

sauhlr for a stogie 
parson or coupli 

• Om-tml'uam Id 

• Ground floor 

• Cm centre Nulirq 

• bout** gU;rg 

Ronl £69.12 pnr »«mI 

•nclu dog c*e*ge 



H#J Rhtoence 34S?f9 

tub. tar a stage peraan or 
eotipa ovar 56- na pete 

• Om-fcAdroom 14 

• hral Sonr 

. • 

• Doubto gtaztag 

• Gomr«urfty am 
Rani £79.39 par rnmk 
ifdidng ttr\Ku uni 
atimi ihsrgta 



PONTALUN CLOSE, BARRY 


H4U rteterr^-oe 22 ’563 

M toi 1 igi pm m 
couple o%ar ad - ao pets 

• Ona bedroom hat 

• Ground 1o;r 


STEWART ROAD. RHOOSE 


TY GWENfO, BARRY 



m__zii 


• Central hading 
- •OoiCtogozng 


Rant £69.79 per weak 

nci udng sarvoa cheget 


WHITEWCLL ROAD BARRY 


M4tj ne(Vn*rr^ 74 79ft9 

Sub lar a asps peraan. 
coupe or email family 

♦ Two bedroom hit 

♦ Upstairs 

• Canv 6 healirg 

• Doutaa gtazhg 

Rant £79.41 per weak 
•rcbdng se *i:a c^d*gas 


WILLIAMS CRCSCENT, BARRY 




H4'J wiWenre ’0?J796 

Surt for a nmqtm pnn*on 
ou*r 40 - no p*(x 

• Ore uadroom 14 

• R»ai floor ho 1 at 

• Qae oantra reatirg 

• Doube gamg 

• Porurg 

Rent £6917 pareatoi 

•ncbdng s*s>:t c*e*gt 


WINSTON ROAD. BARRY 



H4U HMWwn» 729767 

T a tei bla tor a tomPy 

♦ Three-bedroon house 

♦ Cerfiral healhg 

♦ Doudegiizng 

♦ Garden 


Rent £99 96 per wee* 

IncUdng water charges 



UWtowncv 7iB7R7 

n slngte 

smai 

• IbeMetat fiat 

• Rest 600c 

• Cantr* hMOtng 

• DotihM-qUsi'cj 

Rani £72.56 par an i l 
ncljirq wrrra rhargaa 



H4U Jfefewnca 2*VOm 
fURabii lor a family 

• Two-bedroom house 

• Cenye 'toaihg 

• Dooba gii2Yg 

• Gardens 


Rent £93 M per * 

ing water charges 


Feedback will appear m the next advert 


£ Jt© <SB> 
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BRIDGEND ATHLETIC JUNIOR RUGBY ROUND-UP 


Under-10s Under-lls 

contest two keep the 
quality games tempo high 


BRIDGEND Athletic under-lOs hosted 
Pencoed with the wet weather making 
playing conditions very difficult. 

Pencoed arrived with a smaller squad than usual, 
and the first game saw the Ath apply pressure, keep¬ 
ing Pencoed pinned in their own half. 

This pressure lead to Sion Vigus scoring his first 
try for the Ath in the corner. 

The Ath kept up the pressure from the re-start but 
were pegged back when Pencoed broke away and 
went over to make it 5-5. The Ath were playing 
well, but another breakaway saw Pencoed go the 
length of the field to score making it 10-5 at half 
time. 

Pencoed kicked off the second half and the Ath 
scored the next try, with Thomas Anthony support¬ 
ing play well and going over to make it 10-10. 

Some more good play from the Ath saw Thomas 
Anthony go over again to give the Ath a 15-10 lead. 
Both sides were playing well, but the Ath managed 
to extend their lead with Dan O’Sullivan forcing his 
way over the line after a good run. Next, more pres¬ 
sure saw Thomas Anthony go over to complete a hat- 
trick of tries, making the final score Bridgend 
Athletic 25, Pencoed 10. 

Game 2 

The Ath kicked off the second game and some good 
early attacking play saw Daffydd Beech make a 
great run to make it 5-0 to the Ath. Pencoed came 
back strong but the Ath defended well under pres¬ 
sure. 

It wasn’t long before Pencoed managed to break 
the Ath defence to make it 5-5. More good attacking 
play from the Ath was rewarded when Louis King 
made a good break to go over the line to make it 
10-5 to the Ath at half time. 

Pencoed got the second half underway and scored 
an early try to level the score at 10-10. Both sides 
attacked and defended well but after a few changes, 
Pencoed managed to break away and score for a 
15-10 lead. 

Pencoed continued to pressurise the Ath and it 
wasn’t long before they scored their fourth try of the 
game making it 20-10. 

The Ath were making some good tackles but 
Pencoed kept attacking and scored another try after 
stealing the ball, scored again after a great run and 
side-step, and making the score 30-10. 

The Ath battled bravely, but Pencoed scored the 
last try, forcing their way over from close range, 
making the final score Bridgend Athletic 10, 
Pencoed 35. A gallant effort against a strong 
Pencoed side. 

Squad: Jack Obbard, Ffion Revill, Louis King, 
Teo Fillis, Thomas Anthony, Brandyn Fooks, Jade 
Thomas, Taine Waite, Jamie Marshall, Lance Bum, 
Kasari Mehta, Josh Tidy, Connor Fabian, Charles 
Creffield, Gwilym John, Dan O’Sullivan, Daffydd 
Beech, Christopher Hart, Sion Vigus, Sam Veasey, 
William Goodall, Thomas Reed. 


BRIDGEND Athletic under-lls welcomed 
Pencoed to Newbridge Fields on Sunday 
and despite the wet weather, some excel¬ 
lent rugby was played by both teams. 

The Ath showed a real will to win on a pitch that 
was becoming muddier by the minute. The forwards, 
Thomas Zielinski, Jac Bassett, Jack Walker, Brandon 
Burgess and Matthew Hobby laid the platform for 
this good win, securing the ball well on the floor on 
many occasions. 

Scrum half Rhys Gamble moved the sticky ball 
out wide where the backs, of Caine Woolerton, Ieuan 
Thomas, Nathan Willis, Chris Matthews, Drew 
Cording and Callum Morgan ran at the Pencoed 
defence at every opportunity. 

The offloading in the tackle was particularly 
impressive, with support runners coming onto the 
ball at speed, making it difficult for the defence. 
Despite this, Pencoed certainly had their moments 
and manufactured a number of good handling moves 
with their backline. 

The second half saw a number of changes in per¬ 
sonnel for the Ath to make sure all players had the 
same game time. Up front, Morgan Hughes, Iwan 
Osbourne, Adam Murathodzic and the ever-improv¬ 
ing Matthew Hibbert came on and all were extreme¬ 
ly muddy within a minute, getting stuck in and tack¬ 
ling well. 

In the backs, Joe Patterson, Cameron Lewis and 
Dylan Parry slotted in well as the Ath continued to 
attack. The game finished 63-5 to the Ath boys, who 
scored nine tries and were ruthless at times when 
close to the try line. Tries were scored by Chris 
Matthews (three), Jac Bassett, Ieaun Thomas, Rhys 
Gamble, Matthew Hobby, Joe Patterson and Caine 
Woolerton, who also added eight conversions, with 
Morgan Hughes kicking the other. Best back of the 
day went to Joe Patterson and best forward was Jack 
Walker. 

LG 


Police Youth 
pull clear after 
close contest 


SOUTH Wales Police Youth XV welcomed 
Treharris Youth to Waterton Cross for a 
Friday evening fixture and from the start 
the bigger Treharris pack looked to take 
the game to the Police. 

However, the Police front row of Ben Coates, Rob 
Smith and Adam Morris held their own, while the 
second row partnership of Josh Thomas and Pat 
Roberts secured some great ball for outside half Josh 
Miles to put runners into space. 

As in previous games, the work rate of Jordan 
Jones back row was outstanding in attack and in 
defence. 

The Police opened the scoring with a well taken 
penalty from Cai James, Treharris attacked but solid 
defence from Jack Evans, Ieuan Davies and Jay 
Robbins kept them at bay. Police opened the scoring 
when scrum half Ross Pritchard went on a brilliant 
blind side break to force his way over. 

Treharris forced their way back into the game 
with a well-taken try, but the Police saved the best 
till last with in-form centre Ryan Griffiths scoring 
two solo individual tries, one from inside his own 
22. Wing Cai James slotted over the conversion. 

Ieuan Davies, playing out of position, put in a 
great performance, also prominent for the Police 
were Craig Thomas and Aled Roberts. 

Final score: South Wales Police Youth 20, 
Treharris 5. 


Coychurch Prince of Wales 
‘Shankers Golf Society’ 
celebrates its 30th birthday 



ABOVE: 

The Shankers 
dressed in their very 
smart ‘away strip’. 

RIGHT: 
At the society’s 
presentation night 
are (left to right): 
Huw Rodgers 
(captain); 
Terry Anthony 
(best guest); 
Mrs Ann Coleman 
(president); 
and Paul Lawrence 
(best Shanker). 



Pyle and Kenfig are 
Wayfarers champions 


FOR the Wayfarers the season 
got off to a flying start with a 

4.5- 0.5 win at home to 
Southerndown, followed by a 
5-0 home win against Virginia 
Park in the Cup. 

The team suffered a few narrow 
losses on the road against Brynhill and 
Newport but picked up valuable away 
points. Arch rivals Southerndown were 
despatched 1-4 away and, coupled 
with some convincing home wins, the 
league was looking a good possibility. 

Next were Tredegar & Rhymney 
away in the Cup which was an experi¬ 
ence! The welcome was second to 
none but the course gave us a stern test 
- postage stamp greens that hadn’t 
been mown all week because of the hot 
weather and a lack of irrigation. Pyle & 
Kenfig managed to scrape a 2-3 away 
win but things could have been so dif¬ 
ferent. 

Mountain Ash were the next vic¬ 
tims, where the team managed to pick 
up three valuable away points and then 
were beaten by Coed y Mwstwr 5-0 at 
home. 

Things were progressing well and 
then Pyle & Kenfig hit a bit of a 
trough, narrowly beaten 3-2 away at 
Coed y Mwstwr and then turned over 

1.5- 3.5 at home by Alice Springs. The 
next game, a Cup match away to Dinas 
Powys was crucial to morale. 
Unfortunately, the team were beaten 3- 
2 and things weren’t looking so good. 

Mountain Ash came to P&K during 
course maintenance week. The team 


came out of the blocks and won 4.5- 
0.5. 

Having been to the Welsh Team 
Championship and seen the first team 
beaten by Newport, it was time for a 
little revenge. The following 
Wednesday, Newport Wayfarers were 
sent home on the wrong end of 5-0 
match followed by a 4.5-0.5 beating of 
Mountain Ash. The league title was 
now a strong possibility. 

The last game of the season was a 
tough fixture away to Alice Springs. 
They had won at home and had a for¬ 
midable record on their own patch. It 
was a two-horse race for the title. P&K 
needed two points to win the league 
outright. 

Alice Springs is a hilly course and it 
was a real trudge. There was no run on 
the ball and the conditions certainly 
favoured the home side! The weather 
was atrocious. 

However, sterling performances by 
Allan Lavlle and Martyn Branch and 
Paul Franklin with Geraint Evans 
gained two essential points. Andy 
White and Wayne Morgan ground out 
a half and, the match was halved the 
title was won. 

This triumph had been a long time 
coming and hopefully it will be the 
first of many as P&K should be in the 
premiership on a regular basis as the 
club has strength in depth. 

A warm welcome awaits prospective 
members at Pyle & Kenfig. View the 
website or contact the club for details. 
Telephone 01656 783093 or visit 
www. pandkgolfclub. co. uk 


A LOCAL golf soci¬ 
ety, based in a 
Bridgend pub, has 
just celebrated its 
30th birthday. 

The Prince of Wales 
‘Shankers’ Golf Society, 
named after the local 
pub in Coychurch, has 
proved its longevity over 
30 years. 

The captaincy of the 
society changes every 
year and it was rookie 
captain, Huw Rodgers, 
who had the honour dur¬ 
ing 2010. 

Huw - a member of 
both the Coed-y- 
Mwstwr and 

Southerndown Golf 
Clubs - is a keen charity 
fundraiser and has faced 
substantial challenges 
with two cycle rides 
from John O’Groats to 
Lands End in recent 
years. He also climbed 
Kilimanjaro with the 
Welsh Rugby captains, 
raising £10,000 for the 
Velindre Cancer Charity 
- all after undergoing 
major knee surgery. 

Recognised by the 
‘Shankers’ distinctive 
and strict dress code of 
Plus 2s and branded golf 
shirts, the 13-strong 
team of dedicated 
golfers spread their net 
wide. Last year for the 
first time since they 
were founded, they 
played a match against 
another Shankers Golf 
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Society, made up of 
players across the UK. 
The match was played 
on May 2, at Tracy Park 
Golf Club, Bristol. One 
person flew in from 
Spain and two from 
Scotland for a match 
which is now set to be a 
regular event in the golf¬ 
ing calendar. 

The match, was won 
by The Prince of Wales 
‘Shankers’ and all are 
looking forward to the 
return game in 2011. 

In August the society 
held a dinner dance at 
Southerndown Golf 
Club to celebrate 30 
years of dedicated golf¬ 
ing tradition. Guests 
included the captain of 
Southerndown, Ron 
Meadows who pitted his 
skills against ‘Shanker’ 
Brian David. Mr David 
won the closely-fought 
match, claiming the cov¬ 
eted 30th anniversary 
trophy. 

It was a black tie 
affair and awards were 
presented for ‘best 
guests’ and ‘best 
Shankers’. Mrs Ann 
Coleman, president of 
the society, had the 
pleasure of presenting 
trophies and prizes to the 
winners during the 
evening, which conclud¬ 
ed with dancing and 
singing into the early 
hours. 

Every year (usually in 
October) the Prince of 
Wales ‘Shankers’ 

Society arranges a week¬ 
end away, inviting wives 
and partners to join 
them. This year was no 
exception and the socie¬ 
ty went to Tenby staying 
at the Fourcroft Hotel. 
Matches were played at 
various golf clubs over 
three days. 

On Friday, the 
‘Shankers’ were at 


Carmarthen GC, playing 
for the President’s Bowl, 
which was won by 
Alwyn Rees of 
Southerndown GC. On 
the Saturday a match 
was held at Trefloyne 
GC. The trophy at stake 
was The Shankers 
Tankard This was won 
by John Cann of 
Fairwood GC, Swansea. 
Mr Cann is one of two 
founder members of the 
society still playing. The 
other is Martin 
Mallinson a member of 
Royal Porthcawl GC. 

The final match of the 
weekend away was 
played on the Sunday at 
Tenby GC, which fit¬ 
tingly is the oldest club 
in Wales. It was a hard 
fought game with many 
suffering from the after 
effects of the previous 
evening’s celebrations. 
The match was won by 
Geoff Roe (secretary of 
the society and a mem¬ 
ber of the Coed y 
Mwstwr GC) with a par 
on the 18th just beating 
(by one point) Gerry 
Crump (Creigiau GC) on 
the final hole. 

The society’s final 
event of the year was the 
‘Christmas Turkey Trot’. 
The Shankers returned 
to Tenby GC and played 
a Stableford match in 
sub zero temperatures on 
Friday, December 3. 
John Cann claimed 
another first prize (a 
huge turkey) John Reese 
(Lantrisant GC ) and 
Huw Rodgers were sec¬ 
ond and third respective¬ 
ly. Darrell Hart (Coed y 
Mwstwr GC) the prize 
for ‘Best Endeavour’ on 
the day. This event con¬ 
cluded a hectic and 
eventful 30th year for 
the Prince of Wales 
‘Shankers’ Golf Society. 
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Fr*« Sky+ box 

Sign up to Sky TV with us! 
FREE Standard Installation 


► SHy • HD System* Flltl • <Ht* Mo HD teHcnpten 

> IXIITINO tby mmoir apjfdlwf te Iky ♦ C19MI 
» rwt Ifty • HD Iku tor oKte«n« mhI m 

thor tr*4 Mry ♦ HD facteg* 



FOR BUNP^ 


rMCS KSTIMATKS • SAMS DAY SERVICE 

/ OoOHltC A CwWMf C til ^ 

✓ CUcoum* For Ompm 

/ 24 Hour f Ooy* Mrv»w 

/ 12 MomIi fiuaraniM J / 

/ OtpW tetltterir SfMoPttl* 

/ RO 


X 1 

<*git*»(V) 


ST 

Qf&yision 


K Your aerial Install 

CoalMwHtM ct AmW Hotel or* 

CiUMil l 

bong Irtauilry Danctvnark Aortal*, 
Cabtn and At to tto rtw ^ 

0*1 VISION ARE! 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


gj 


CALL PAUL 
WILLIAMS 


Wall Mounted Inn tall aril on |pad*lli<* • vtett our oabalta ter aacamploa 

m www.oocvisionl1dxo.uk _ BE 


Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

\ • Additional TV Points , r w.- 

Digital Aerial Installations 
® Free Home Visits 
< Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 


Tfo® 

dSMio mMm 

U‘ V.' I * Digital Aerials 

^ T v Q * Repairs & Upgrades 

* Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 

* OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 




Get the look at the 
price you can afford... 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

B ( North Road, Bridgend Industrial 
^ I Estate, South Wales CF31 3TP 

* * Tel: 01656 663800 


LmjjJjR null ©oao^nams 




VALE BLINDSwa.es, Ltd 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles W 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


VALE DIGITAL 


AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
p DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS 

MatKi sky HO E 


Jhd 


All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 


Call Tim - 0800 032 3775 or 
07772 206399 or 01446 793189 anytime 

COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 

Covering all areas 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE YALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) 


MARTIN 

DAMP PROOFING 

• Damp Courses 

• Timber Treatment 

• Wet and Dry Rot 

• Rendering 

• Plastering 

07854171021 
01446 620012 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 I SSSEySs 65 * 3 



Call: 

The 

GEM 

for more 
information 
01446 774484 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 
#•07775 997432 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


ALL WORK INSURED 


COMPLETE INSTALLATION 

BUILD it i/ 
PLASTER it (/ 
PLUMB it 
07974 572864 


r®^i 

CONSTRUCTION 
Gary Richards 

• New Build 

• Extensions 

• Renovations 

T: 01443 776616 
M: 07815 730480 




Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40 yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


Msiir 

5 


BLOCKS (4- 

JUMBO SAI 

CEMENT 

Village Farm 
(opposite St 
Pyle, i 

4) 

joy. Prices 
SlD include 

Industrial Estate 
lillibier Haulage) 
CF336BN 


CROSSWAYS 

Building Contractor 
V. J. Mason 

✓ CARPENTRY 

✓ PLASTERING 

✓ BRICKWORK 

✓ DECKING 

✓ FLOORING 

✓ FENCING 
Free Fixed Quotes 

01446 771076 
07815 684421 

VinceJMason @ gmail.com 


B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


• GENERAL BUILDING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

• KITCHEN FITTING 

• PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

•PATIOS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 

01446 713814 07742 572731 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 


PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 

• 30 years experience • Conservatories 

• Disabled Conversions • Painting/Decorating 

• Render/Pebble Dash • Kitchens/Bathrooms 

• Loft Conversions • PVC Doors/Windows 

• Flat Roofs • Decking/driveways 

• Garage Conversions • DpC Work 

Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax: 01446 743706 Mobile: 07885 537087 
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10 SHOW HOUSES REQUIRED 

TO PROMOTE OUR 2011 RANGE OF 
FITTED KITCHENS & BEDROOMS 

UP TO 70% OFF 

* Over 50 Designs Available 

* Tiling, Flooring and Carpentry 

* Gas - Electric Certification 

* No Contract Labour 

* Rigid or Flat Pack 
Available from March 1st 2011 

Family Business Established 13 years 

JR's INTERIOR DESIGNS 

01446 410166 or 774463 or 07792 726232 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


w 


If its wood 


Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling* Alterations* Decking 
Call Peter 07749 617322 



For all your 
General Caipentry 
Fitted Kitchens - Wardrobes 
Alterations & Refurbishments, etc. 

07500 90 85 50 
01446 79 52 27 


www.flashnewinteriors.co.uk 


Are you thinking of improving your home? 

VAT frozen for February 
Visit our brand new showroom now open 
9am - 9pm in Bridgend 7 days a week 

Our energy efficient 
windows and doors 
could save you up to 

off your fuel bills 


nmj 
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FREE 32 inch 
Flat Screen TV 


Playstation 3 

with every 
conservatory 
or house full of 
windows and doors 


GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM £5,000 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Bevelled Front Doors £550 

• Windows & Door Repairs available 7 days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £5500 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
February come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas filled energy windows when 
you order this month only - So order NOW! 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

rnsmm 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


SOUS SSZBS 


Adrian Doivdall 


Carpet & Vinyl Specialist 

(Over 30 years fitting experience) 


I Book me and I can collect your carpet or vinyl from I 
any retailer - saving you a delivery charge of up to £39.1 


• UnderlaylGrippers supplied at up to half retailer prices. 

• Home selection samples supplied. • Free measuring & quotation. 

Call 01446 746745 or 07977 706885 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS ■ Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 

Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week *Terms & Conditions apply *“ J - 



HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

■ Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


VALE CARPETS 

t/uzt corner to cyocc 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


©©gpwEI 

s - 

Rollover Pad 

07980 691584 


Pcuntgvej^ 


The affordable way to have your home painted 
by professional, highly skilled decorators. 
From a simple job to complete redecoration. 
Call John & Dean for a Free Quote - 

01446 750625 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryStol-rc 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



ASTEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


m 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 


PAINTING & 

DECORATING 

SERVICES 


0 


Exterior/Interior. 

Gutters Cleaned. Free Quotes. 

Clean tidy worker. ‘Time Served.’ 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 

FULLY INSURED 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


m&i 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
y Decorating. 
r Coving. 


H446 795520 
07891 768151/ 


ID.GULUVEFT 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


9 All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
• 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07800 652608 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable j am** md 

• Insurance Work Undertaken w r 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


mm 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

> COOKERS 
»TUMBLE DRYERS 

> FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

,,(•* ] All makes including 

1 HOTPOINT-CREDA 


Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Emergency Call outs 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


07738 618420 
01446 711525 


* Septic Tank 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

info@floyds.uk.com 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 



mm \ CANDY-HOOVER 
ZANUSSI - INDESIT 


- J] 

r°o! 

freephone 

08000743388 


Open 6 days a week Monday - Friday 
8.30am - 5.30pm (1.00pm on Saturday) 


All 

Electrical 

Work: 

ELECTRICAL INSPECTION 
LANDLORD CERTIFICATES 
FULLY INSURED 


01446 795229 
07872 174849 



■ UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

■ Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 


ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 


NOW 

APPROVED 

& 

It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
81 MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

, 0791 808 48 80. 


[Complete Garden Services \ 

'' FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES ' 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 



a 


GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


RIVERIER 

Horticultural 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea. co. uk 


Mmu Purk, U m*m, 
CtvkfMgw cm m 
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hr Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


@©crate©© 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Cowbridge &Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

1 _ > / // — /x/»///x WE National Inspection Council for 

Tn Ol i ih 702 / lnR 5 E|ectrica||nsta||ati ° nc ° ntractin g 

07885347642 "I 


Approved Contractor 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 


K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

Est. 1978 

Bridgend 650723 



¥ 


Bridge 
Vale 
Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


MORE 

ELECTRICALS 
NEXT PAGE 
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LAING “ 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

Domestic 

1 1 Installer 

1 1 Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail. co. uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 





PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

COMPANY 


Guttering cleaned/replaced, 
UPVC Fascias & Soffits, 
Interior/Exterior Painting, 
Tiling, All General Home 
Improvements Undertaken 
Tel: 01446 736518 
or 07837 770792 


Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from £15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980 063087 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


NO call out charge 
Flexible hours 
No job too small 

IQpmi* 
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C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile: 07889 514321 <4 

Telephone: 01446 790179 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too smaH 

Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Si Ivey Roofing 

. 8 


inn 


New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 

www. ilveyroofing.co.uk 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


Plastering 

Services 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07825 959499 


BERRIDGE MAINTENANCE & 

ROOFING SERVICES 


• Upvc Guttering/Fascias 

• Chimney Repairs 

• Approved EPDM 
flat roof installer 

(20 years guarantee) 


^07894 353313 


• Blocked gutters 
cleared & repaired 

• Patios etc jet 
washed 

Exterior painting 



cowbrldge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk ] 
portlicawl-today.co.uk 




ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


dOOrXKDWaJ 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

M 07815 097994 24hrs, or 01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

uia Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 
★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 
★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service, 



124 The Headlands, Barry 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured 1 



Nice Man 
Cheap Van 

• REMOVALS 

• DELIVERY 

• CLEARANCE 
Best Prices 
Luton van with tail lift 

Tel: 07570 931487 
Keeping Wales on the move 



J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING & 


BATHROOM SUITES • COMBI BOILERS 
TILING • SERVICING • BREAKDOWNS 
TAPS & WASHERS • RADIATORS 


01446 790127 07719 605526 

uui uuw.t 
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Mini, Midi & Large Buirders Skips 
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Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.99 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

Become an instructor from £325 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


JES 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

• Manual and Automatic 

• Qualified Instructors 

• Discounts for Block Bookings 

• Tailor made lessons to suit 
your requirements. 

Call Jim Stokes 

01446 620234 
07976 981676 


Attention 
all Service 
Providers 

For help with 
your advertising/ 
marketing - call 

We give you 
sound advice 
which is in your 
interest - 
putting our 
customers first. 



Why not call us 
on 01446 774484 




■Ell,I, V 

FOIILDS 

SERVICE 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 771105 
\ 07736 391937 / 




Wall 2 Wall 

Bathroom Installations 

• Be-spoke Bathrooms ■■ 

•Wet Rooms 

• Economy & Family Mpp^r 1 

•Plumbing ■ _ • 

• Electrical 

• Carpentry 

• Plastering For free quote or info call 

• Ceremic Wall and Office 01446 732456 

Floor Tiling Mobile 07788594435 

• Affordable Prices 24hr Emergency Call Out 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialis ts^ 

Full Bathroom and 

m 


Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 


www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


A&[ScrapMeiais 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 
CALL: Ol 446 701707 


The GEM 

for more information 01446 774484 
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EXPERIENCED 
CENTRE MANAGER 
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wales 


Vacancy: 

Executive Secretary/Office Manager 

Salary: 

£23Kpa -£25K pa (dependent upon 
knowledge, skills & experience) + pension 
Location: 

Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan 

ScoutsWales is the supporting body of Scouting in Wales 
with our administrative centre based in Llantwit Major. 
Suitably qualified candidates should send an email to 
admin@scoutswales.org.uk to register an interest and 
provide an email/home address where we can forward 
the application form for completion. The job description 
and job specification will also be provided at this time. 
Closing date for applications is 14th March and we antici¬ 
pate a start date of 1st June. 

Am gopi hysbyseb hon yn Gymraeg, cysylltwch a 
Swyddfar’ Sgowtiaid Cymru. 


THINKVANS.COM 

SALESPERSON REQUIRED 

for Light Commercial/Car Leasing Company 
based in Barry. Looking for self motivated individual 
to join our friendly team. OTE £40K. 

Apply with CV to: 

Thinkvans.Com Limited 

Unit 3E, Ty Verlon Close, Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 
or email sales@thinkvans.com 


Experienced 

Chef 

required at The 
Sportsman's Rest, 
Peterston-super-Ely. 

Please call 
01446 760675 


The Beech 
Tree Inn 

Culverhouse Cross 
is looking to invest in 
genuine, warm, happy 
smiley faces to train as 

FULL-TIME 

WAITING 

STAFF 

Fantastic Opportunity! 
Take the first step to a 
fun, rewarding new 
career right now! 

Call 029 2059 3106 



FOR SALE/TO LET 

West Ceffyl 

Broughton Road, 
Wick, Vale of 
Glamorgan 
£289,000/ 

£720 per 
calendar month 
Detached three 
bedroom property. 
Subject to agricultural 
occupancy condition. 
Contact: Philip Thomas of 
Herbert R Thomas LLP. 
Tel: 01446 776370. 
E-Mail: 

philipthomas @hrt. com 


SEASONAL 
BAR STAFF 
WANTED 

Apply via CV only to: 

Mark Mcllveen, 
Complex Manager, 
Fontygary Leisure Park 
Fontygary Road, 
Rhoose. CF62 3ZT 

Tel. 01446 710386 

DISTRIBUTORS 

REQUIRED 

For Barry, 
Cowbridge 

and other areas in the 
Vale of Glamorgan, 
delivering the GEM 

Contact 
01202 
670999 


TCftftfl 

Large 3/4 
Bed Maisonette 

Plymouth Road, 
BARRY 

Rent from £140pw 
Rooms from £60pw plus bills 

Tel: 07961403137 


ADVERTISE HERE £10 box for 

2 weeks. To take advantage of 
this offer simply either send in 
your description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to “The 
Glamorgan Gem” at The Gem, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or tele¬ 
phone us with your wording by 
12 noon Tuesday. All major cred¬ 
it cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must contain a 
residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. Sorry 
no refunds are given. 


STAIRLIFT 

Good condition 
£300. 

New mower 
(in box) £150. 
New strimmer £100. 

Tel: 01656 890489 

(06) 


Acorn Stairlift 

Fits any typical straight 
staircase. Price includes 
delivery and fitting by 
trained Acorn engineer. 
Includes 3 months manu¬ 
facturers warranty. 

Only £1,150 
Tel: 01446 737268 


Kitchen Table 

Solid beech, 
152x91cm, plus six 
chairs, beech, farm¬ 
house style. 
£200 (Wenvoe) 
Tel: 029 2067 0688 
(06) 


Gateleg 

Table 

Seats 6/8 people 
£25. 

Coffee Table £15. 

Tel: 01446 796671 


Quality Curtains 

4 Cream Based Floral 
6ft drop x 5ft 4” wide 
each. 

2 Gold Silk 7’4” x 10’ 
wide each curtain. 

All fully lined - £10 
per curtain 

Tel. 01446 413150 

_ (7/8) 


Solid Wood Dining 
Room Table 

with 4 matching chairs, 
lovely condition - £120 ono. 

Two Bedside Lockers, 
wood, excellent condition - 
£25 each. 

Wooden Bed - £20 
Tel. 01446 733973 
07788 400593 (7/8) 


Whirlpool Washing 
Machine - £90. 
Crusader Tumbledrier 
£30. 

‘Beko’ Upright 8.5cu.ft. 
fridge freezer, Good 
condition - £90. 

01446 792073 

_ (7/8) 



Charity Commission - CSD-1161C 

CHARITY: Sir Thomas Mansel Franklen Trust 
REFERENCE: C-202260 

The Charity Commission proposes to make a scheme 
to amend the trusts of this charity. 

A copy of the draft Scheme can be seen at: 

Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
Aberthin Road, Cowbridge, CF71 7EN 
Telephone - Mrs F Gandy, PA to the Headteacher: 
01446 772311 

or can be obtained by sending a stamped addressed 
envelope to Charity Commission Direct, PO Box 1227, 
Liverpool, L69 3UG, quoting the above reference 
or visiting our website at 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/schemesdefault.aspx 

Comments or representations can be made within one 
month from February 17th, 2011. 


Beautiful Mahogany 
Bedroom Furniture 

5ft Sleigh Bed, 

6 Drawer Dresser plus 
mirror, 1 Bedside 
Chest. Bargain - £500 
Walnut Veneer Writing 
Bureau - £150 
Tel. 01446 771832 
07838 620510 (7/8) 


Old Charm Dining 
Furniture 

Table & 8 Chairs, 
Court Cupboard, Wall 
Unit, Drinks Cabinet 
& Clock. Contact: 

07788 107393 
(Reasonable offers 
considered) 


Marble 

Hearth + Back 
with Wood 
Surround 

£85 

01443 226922 

(7/8) 


3 seater & 

2 seater sofas 

Cranberry colour 
fabric (new) - 
£395 ono. 
Patio glass round 
table & 4 chairs 
(new) - £20. 
Small table top 
freezer-£10. 

Oil heater £10. 
Tel. 07790 
791547 


LPooL£ 


Notice of Cancellation 
of Registration 

(FRIENDLY SOCIETIES 
ACT 1974 S.91) 

Notice is hereby given that the 
Financial Services Authority has this 
day cancelled the registration of 
Llantwit Major Social Club (Register 
No. 2372 W) the registered office of 
which is at The Hayes, Colhugh 
Street, Llantwit Major, South 
Glamorgan, CF61 IRE on the 
grounds it has ceased to exist. The 
society ceases to be entitled to the 
privileges of a registered society, 
but without prejudice to any liability 
incurred by the society, which ma^ 
be enforced against it as if suet 
cancellation had not taken place. 
Date: 31 January 2011 
Financial Services Authority 
25 The North Colonnade, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5HS 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

Stephen Floyd 
trading as 
Environmental 
Groundworks 

of 

63 Highfield Place, 
Sarn, Bridgend 
CF32 9RN 

is applying for 
a licence to use: 

John Raymond 
Transport Yard, 
Ewenny Ind. Estate, 
Bridgend, CF31 3EZ. 
as an operating centre 
for 2 goods vehicles. 
Owners or occupiers of land, 
including buildings near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoy¬ 
ment of that land would be 
affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at VOSA 
Operator Licensing Team, 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehill 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address 
given at the top of this notice. 
A guide to making representa¬ 
tions is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
Office. 


GEM Family Notices 
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Father Pierce 

MAHER 

Parish Priest of Our Lady & St Illtyd, 
Llantwit Major (with St Cadoc, Cowbridge) 
died on 10 February 2011 aged 69 years. 

His body will be received into the Church of Our 
Lady & St Illtyd, Llantwit Major, on Monday February 
21 at 7.00pm, prior to the celebration of Mass. 

His Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday 
February 22 at the Church of All Hallows, Miskin, 
at 12 noon, to be followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium at 2.15 pm. 

All enquiries to W James & Sons, Fonmon 
01446 710096. R.I.P. 


LITTLE 

Brian 

Peacefully on February 9th at home. 
Beloved husband of Jan, devoted and 
much loved father to Jayne and Helen, 
adored grampa (Bobby) to Aldo, 
Francesca, Elliot and Rhys, loved and 
respected by brother Peter, and sons in 
law Frank and Paul. 

We will miss him so much. 
Resting at W A Brown & Son, Pembroke 
House, College Street, Uantwit major, until 
the service in St.Illtuds Church, Llantwit 
Major at 1.15pm on Monday February 21, 
2011, followed by a cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium at 2.45pm. Family flowers only 
please, if wished donations (Cheques only 
please) to Cancer Research UK (Cymru), may 
be sent or handed to the funeral director. 


BIRTHDAY MEMORIES 

Jennifer Mary Hiscock 

(nee Price) 18-2-50 

Another birthday has come around, 

And there’s nothing I can do, 

So I’ll sit for a while and remember your smile, 
Just as I always do. 

To your resting place I visit, 

Place flowers there with care, 

But no-one knows my heartache, 

When I turn and leave you there. 

Love always - Phil xxxx 


COOK 

Ian (Cookie) 

Christina, Amanda and Craig would like to thank 
all family and friends for all the support and 
wonderful tributes, messages and cards that they 
have received at this sad time. 

Thanks also to Daphne Townsend and W A 
Brown & Son for their help and tremendous 
support. Special thanks to staff at Holme Tower, 
Penarth, and all colleagues and friends at 
No. 4 School at RAF St. Athan. 


Mary Agnes 

CANDLISH 

nee McLaughlin 

Peacefully, after long illness borne with dignity and 
courage. Mary, of 24 Manor Park, Llantwit Major. 
Wife of Tom, mother of Margaret and Angela, moth- 
er-in-law to Robert and Paul, grandma to Catherine 
and Ethan. Her passing leaves an enormous gap in 
the lives of the family. 

Requiem Mass at Our Lady and St Illtuds on February 
23 at 11.00am, followed by burial in Boverton 
Cemetery. Family flowers only. 

Donations to Cancer Research UK or Holme Tower 
Marie Curie Centre to be c/o Mrs C James, 

11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


\?<§w safe 


LABRADOODLE PUPPY 
FOR SALE 

Fabulous fun-loving 
black female FIB pup, 
parent/grand parents 
KC reg and hip scored 
ready to go, wormed 
and vac’d. 

£475 

Tel Ellie on 

07766 312049 



W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

O 


Pembroke House, 
College Street 


PREENE & SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


w/finffltsni 


llandow Metals 




For all your car parts 
We take non ferous metals 
Best prices on Tyres 


Tel 01446 792669- 792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 





52 Ford 

Focus 1.6 

Zetec Auto 5-dr 

Blue, 29,000 miles, 
MOT 12 months, 

Tax 6 months, immacu¬ 
late condition. 

£3,625 ono 
01446 775142 


Hyundai 
Getz 
GSi Auto 

54 Plate, Blue, 

1,800 miles, VGC. 

£3,500 

02920 512488 


2002 

Honda 
Civic 1.4 

Taxed until the end of 
March. MOT mid-July, 
good condition. 

£ 2,000 

01446 749166 


56 Plate 

Citroen 
C4 HDi 

Excellent condition, sil¬ 
ver, 24k, economical, 
MOT, Taxed, new tyres, 
FSH, one owner. 

£6,995 
01446 774438 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 






































































































































40 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 

COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTS REPORT 


Thursday, February 17th, 2011 



FIRST XV 

THE senior rugby side lost 12-10 against 
top of the table Brynteg in the Welsh 
Schools premier league. 

Cowbridge played some excellent rugby and domi¬ 
nated both scrum and lineout. Christian Roberts- 
Walters kicked the home side into a 3-0 lead after early 
pressure. Much of the first half saw Cowbridge 
camped in the Brynteg half and two missed penalties 
would prove costly at the end. 

Brynteg scored out wide just before half time but 
Cowbridge fought back instantly with a try from 
Alistair Brace, and with Christian Robert Walters con¬ 
verting, Cowbridge led 10-5. 

With one minute remaining Brynteg were pushing 
hard for the win. A solid Cowbridge defence looked to 
have held out to win but, with the last play of the game 
the Brynteg number 8 crashed over the line to score. 
The Brynteg outside half nailed his touchline conver¬ 
sion and the ref blew the final whistle with Brynteg 
winning 12-10. 

This was another excellent performance from cap¬ 
tain Ben Smith and his team. The attitude and hard 
work that the boys show in training will ensure that 
their team will continue to build and improve. Next 
game for the seniors will be at Pencoed in the quarter 
final of the National Vase Competition. 

Cup win over local rivals 
AFTER comfortably winning the Regional Vale 
competition the year 9 rugby team faced local 
rivals Brynteg in the last 16 of the Welsh Cup. 

The game started promisingly when rampaging Joe 
Gaughan scored straight from the kick off, bull-dozing 
his way through the Brynteg midfield. 

This however, turned out to be Cowbridge’s only 
score of the first half in what was an error ridden 40 
minutes, with Brynteg defending heroically and capi¬ 
talising on a number of mistakes . 

The second half was again a fami li ar story with 
Cowbridge having virtually all the territory and pos¬ 
session but unable to convert the pressure into points. 

Nicky Griffiths continued to make inroads behind 
the gain line and skipper Holder was industrious at 6. 
The ever-present Gaughan crossed for a second try 
tying the game. 

George Griffiths, playing out of position in the cen¬ 
tre, crossed late in the game but was again denied by a 
Brynteg defender knocking the ball of out his hands. 

The breakthrough came with a minute to spare 
when some adventurous play from the Brynteg back- 
line, under their own posts saw Nicky Griffiths making 
another trademark tackle, forcing a turnover which 
was pounced on by skipper Dan Holder, who squeezed 
over the line under the sticks, allowing outside half 
Alex Guard to slot the conversion and win the game. 

Player of the match: Joe Gaughan. 

Year-11 rugby 

THE year-11 rugby side lost away from home in the 
last 16 of the Welsh Schools Cup against a very 
strong Amman Valley side. 

Captain Gus Rees McPherson has recently been 
selected for the Welsh under-16 national rugby squad 
and he led the team with an excellent attitude yet 
again. 

Despite good performances from Chris Brace, 
Cameron O’Sullivan, Rhys Griffin and Evan Phillips, 
Amman Valley looked comfortable in securing a 35-5 
victory. They will certainly be favourites to go on and 
win the competition after missing out 7-5 in the final 
when they were in year-9. 

Many of the year-11 team will have little rest, as 
they will be playing for the senior side in both cup and 
league competitions. 

Year-7 netball 

THE year-7 netball teams headed to ‘1st Richard 
Gwyn’ where the A team started off well against a 
very tall and strong team. 

The first half was closely fought resulting in a 1-1 
score at half-time. 1st Richard Gwyn managed to 
secure a further goal in the second half, so the final 
score was 2-1. 

The B team got off to a very solid start with excel¬ 
lent defence, ensuring the Cowbridge attack were able 
to capitalise off the 1st Richard Gwyn’s mistakes. 

Excellent goals from Lucy Houseley at GS ensured 
the Cowbridge girls secured a 3-0 win. 

A big thank you to Mrs A Pickford for her help with 
this fixture. Player of the match: GK - Emma Bowler, 
Lucy Houseley - GS, 

Years-12 and 13 netball 

THE senior netball tournament took place at 
Whitchurch High School. 

Cowbridge were drawn in the same pool as Radyr, 
Bryn Hafren and Plasmawr. The first game was against 
Bryn Hafren but, despite two initial goals from Lucy 
Williams to take Cowbridge into the lead, the Bryn 
Hafren team, most of whom are club players, respond¬ 
ed quickly and the final score was 9-2 to them. 

In the second game, Cowbridge faced Radyr, anoth¬ 
er strong team with many club players. Lily Crane 
controlled the ball well from the centre and ensured 
interceptions from Beth Moorcraft at GD and Emily 
Ren wick at GK were fed onto the shooters. Cowbridge 
were up 4-2 at half time. 

In the second half the Cowbridge girls showed 
resilience and determination as Radyr fought back. 
Olivia Brooks at WA made some lovely feeds into the 
shooters and a solid team performance enabled 
Cowbridge to hang on for a 6-5 win. 


In the final game, Cowbridge played Plasmawr, a 
strong team with a number of county players. 
Plasmawr’s playing experience proved too much for 
the Cowbridge girls and the score ended 14-1 to 
Plasmawr. 

Thank you to all the girls who played and for their 
commitment to the team during a busy period of 
exams, course work and results. 

Player of the match: Oh via Brooks - WA. 

Recent results 

IN the Vale of Glamorgan Schools Cup semi-finals 
year-8 Barry won 52-0, with tries by Tom Trotman 
two, Rian Thomas, Tom Lucas, Ben Jones, Luke 
John, Fraser McGhan two, Nathan Robson, and 
Tom Evans. Conversions were by Jonathan Harvey 
four, Matthew Harper four. 

Year-7 played Bro Morgannwg and lost 15-12. Tries 
by Daniel Bunney, Sean Davies and one conversion by 
Duncan Ace. 

ON the football field, year-7 played Barry 
Comprehensive School and won 6-2, with goals by 
David Bear two, Harrison Stevens, Jay Munn, George 
Day, Sam Lee. 

Cross Country (boys) 

THE third and final league race was held at Trelai 
Park, Ely, Cardiff. Also included in the race were 
the county championships where the top four run¬ 
ners were recorded, with six in a league race. 

The boys’ senior team have struggled this year with 
no runners from year-12 and year-13 age group. With 
the league age group being 10-13, the younger boys 
have done very well to compete against much older 
boys. 

Results 

(Year 10-13 - 130 runners): 56th, Tom Morgan; 
(year-10); 64th, Jason Sami (year-10); 74th, Raffi 
Shirzad, (year-10); 77th, Adam Hewitt, (year-11); 
85th, Zavier Rickard (year-11); 86th, Jack Willox, 
(year-11); 87th, Daniel Newman (year-11); 90th, 
Stuart Fleming (year-11). 

The league fixture boys finished eighth with a final 
league position of eighth. The county championship 
boys A Team finished 16th and B Team 19th. 

(Year-8 and Year-9 race - 150 runners): This was a 
disappointing race for the team, as the fifth and sixth 
runners finished well down the field. 17th, Rian 
Thomas (year-8); 27th, Tom Owen (year-9); 28th, Ellis 
Rosser (year-8); 53rd, Kristian Jones (year-8); 86th, 
Jethro Haines (year-9); 97th, Alex Love (year-8); 
103rd, Huw Bennett (year-8); 105th, Jordan 
Lowe (year-9). 

The league race position was seventh with a final 
league placing of fourth. In the county championships 
the A team finished eighth and the B Team 18th. 
Year-7 race - 150 runners): 10th, Dewi Bennett; 
23rd, Joshua Peterson; 25th Sean Davies; 40th Luke 
Jeffries; 63rd, Jacob Roberts; 69th, Leo Kelly; 85th, 
Tom Bailey; 87th, Jacob Bunt; 97th, Luke Johnson- 
Brown. 

In the league race, the boys finished sixth with a 
final placing of fifth overall. In the county champi¬ 
onships the boys A Team finished seventh and B Team 
17th. 

Dewi Bennett year 7 has been selected to represent 
the county at the Welsh Schools Inter County 
Championships to be held in Brecon in March. Rian 
Thomas year 8 has been selected as first reserve for the 
same championships. 

Cross Country (girls) 
COWBRIDGE girls cross country team took part 
in the third and final County League Race and 
Championship Race held at Trelai Park in Ely. 

It was a hat-trick of wins for year-7 pupil Seren 
Allin, winning by a significant margin from her clos¬ 
est competitor from Cardiff High School. The next 
pupil in for Cowbridge was Niamh Jenkins in 29th 
place, closely followed by Cerys Bradshaw in 311st, 
Gemma Viney in 43rd, Alicia Thomas 52nd, Isabel 
Smith 54th, Sophia Harpin 59th, and Eleanor Farr in 
66th place. 

There were 107 finishers. In the league race the 
team came sixth out of 20 teams. Seren Al li n came first 
overall in the league races. 

In the year-8 and year-9 race, year-8 pupil Nadine 
James had a great race to finish in 10th place, closely 
followed by Rebecca Thomas in 12th, Ela Emyr in 
16th and Alice Tudor in 19th. Overall, this team came 
second. Other individual results include Brooke 


Langton-Cryer in 33rd, year-9 pupil Natasha Johnston 
in 49th, year-8 Sally Gambling in 511st, Izzy Eddy 
Williams in 55th, Megan Langton-Cryer in 56th and 
Evie Williams in 60th. There were 105 finishers. 

In the year-10-13 race, year-11 pupil Fiona Bray 
came fourth overall, third in her age group. Bethan 
Allman had a strong run, finishing in 11th place, eighth 
in age group, followed by Rachel Bradsahw in 14th, 
11th in age group, year 10 pupils Miriam Bennett came 
18th, Katie Wynne 23rd and Rebecca John 311 st out of 
45 finishers. Well done girls! 

THE City of Cardiff & Vale Schools Tumble and 
Vault championships were held at the Welsh 
Institute of Sport Sophia Gardens Cardiff. 

Results - Under-13 Girls: Jasmine Stevens, (34.9), 
Jordan Stevens (34.0); Evie Williams (30.65); Bridget 
Walters (33.95). The team finished fourth overall. 
Under-13 Boys: Tom Trotman (32.45); Tom Lucas 
(31.55) Hywel Williams (30.8); Joshua Brace (31.0). 
The team finished second overall. 

Under-13 Girls: Lily Evans (35.2); Caitlin Allin 
(33.3); Rebecca Thomas (33.55); Natasha Johnston 
(32.8); Annabel Smith (30.45); Kimberley Dreyer 
(30.30); Natasha Sahonte (32.00). The team finished 
second overall, 

Over-13 Boys: Danny Price (31.6); Jason Sami 
(33.0); Toby Swann (32.9); Liam Martin (32.5). The 
team finished fourth overall. 

Tom Trotman finished in bronze medal position in 
the individual section, Lily Evans finished in silver 
medal position in the individual section. 

The above two and Jasmine Stevens year-7 have 
been selected to represent the county at the Welsh 
Schools Gymnastics Tumble and Vault Competition 
in March. 

Well done to all gymnasts. 

THE year-8 hockey team played away at 1st Cyres 
and put in a solid performance. 

The match was played on grass and, after the luxu¬ 
ry of Cowbridge’s new 3G pitch, the team took a few 
minutes to settle into the game. 

Year-8 hockey 

1st Cyres began with strong attacking, requiring 
Shellie May at sweeper and Caitlin Jones, Sally 
Gambling and Millie Green in defence to work tire¬ 
lessly to prevent goal scoring opportunities. Hannah 
Lee at goal keeper also made an excellent early save 
to keep Cowbridge in contention. 

Once settled, the Cowbridge girls began to play 
much better with some excellent linking play 
between Rosa Harman at right attack and EUie Eddy- 
Williams at centre attack. A solid performance from 
Megan McNamee at centre midfield, led to an excel¬ 
lent cross into the D, enabling Evie Williams as left 
attack to score on the left post. 

In the second half, Cowbridge kept up the momen¬ 
tum, forcing back 1st. Cyres to ensure that they kept 
the majority of the possession in their own attacking 
25 metres. Great defence from Laurie Thomas 
enabled Rosa Hartman to make a break early in the 
second half and a beautifully executed cross gave 
Hannah Lister-Sims the opportunity to secure 
Cowbridge’s second goal of the game. 

A great team performance, which saw all of the 16 
Cowbridge players take to the field. An excellent 2-0 
win for the girls - well done! 

Player of the match: Millie Green. 

Sports Hall Athletics - boys 
AT the recent Cardiff & Vale County under-13 
championships held at Whitchurch 
Comprehensive School, the following pupils 
achieved the following results: 

2 LAPS: Sixth, Nathan Robson (22.5 secs); 10th, 
Scott Thomas (22.7 secs); 211st Daniel Oddy (23.5 
secs) Harri Thomas, (23.5 secs); 29th Harri Stevens 
(23.9 secs year- 7). 

4 LAPS: Fifth Kristian Jones (48.6 secs) eighth 
Alex Love (49.6 secs) 

6 LAPS: 211st Hugh Bennett (90.3 secs). 

STANDING LONG JUMP: Sixth, Scott Thomas 
(2m lOcms); seventh, Harry Stevens (2m 08cms); 

14th Daniel Oddy (lm 98cms); 18th Alex Love (lm 
96cms). 

STANDING TRIPLE JUMP: 10 Nicholas Rees 
(5m 26cms). 

SPEED BOUNCE: 14th Harri Thomas (45) 19th 
Rian Thomas (42); 24th Scott Thomas (40). 

VERTICAL JUMP 12th Scott Thomas (37cms); 
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16th Alex Love (34); 20th Sam Aston (32); 24th 
Edward Couzens (24). 

SHOT: Seventh Edward Couzens (7m 50); 10th 
Craig Boxall (6m 90); 15th Nathan Robson (6m 50) 
18th Harri Thomas (6m 20); 211st Harri Stevens (5m 
85); 23rd Sam Aston (5m 60). 

Bronze medals were won by Rian Thomas for the 
standing long jump (2m 24cms); Ellis Rosser for the 
vertical jump 42cms. 

Silver medals were taken by Ellis Rosser the for 
6 Lap (77.3 secs) and Daniel Oddy for the speed 
bounce (49). 

Tom Trotman took the gold medal for the 2 Lap 

(21.3 secs) and for the high jump (lm40) as well as 
for the shot (10m 30). 

There were two more gold medals: Kristian 
Jones for the speed bounce (50) and Rian Thomas for 
the 6 Lap (76.2 secs). 

The above pupils will hopefully be selected to rep¬ 
resent their county at the Welsh Schools Sports Hall 
Finals at Cwmbran Stadium in March. 

In the Welsh AAA Indoor Athletics 
Championships held at WIC Indoor Arena, George 
Griffiths (year-9) won gold medals in both the 60m 
sprint (7.54 secs) and long jump (5m 80cms). He 
also took bronze in the 200mts (25.28 secs) despite 
being drawn on the inside lane. 

Tom Trotman (year-8) won a gold medal for 
reaching lm 60 in the high jump, and Alex Love 
(year-8 )won bronze medal in the 800 mtreswith a 
time of 2mins 31 secs. 

Well done to all athletes on their success. 

Sports Hall Athletics - girls 

THE year-9 and year-10 girls took part in the 
sports hall athletics competition at Whitchurch. 

Year-9 pupil Izzy Eddy Williams came second 
overall finishing third in the 4 laps, second in the 
standing long jump and first in the speed bounce. 

Caitlin Allin and Sarah Lewis came joint fourth 
finishing joint first in the 2 lap race and Caitlin came 
t hi rd in the standing long jump and fourth in the 
speed bounce. Sarah came fifth in the vertical jump 
and third in the speed bounce. 

Lilli Evans came seventh overall finishing fourth 
in the 2 lap race, first in the vertical jump and seventh 
in the speed bounce. 

Other results included: Hannah Gaskin (11th 
overall) - 2 lap 11th, vertical jump seventh, shot putt 
seventh; Annabel Curie (11th overall) - 4 lap finished 
eighth, standing long jump eighth, speed bounce 
ninth; Georgia Lott came 13th (overall) - 2 lap sev¬ 
enth, vertical jump eighth, shot putt 13th; Natasha 
Johnson (17th overall) - 2 lap 15th, standing long 
jump seventh, speed bounce came 11th; Hannah 
Woodward (19th overall) - 2 lap 19th, vertical jump 
ninth, shot putt sixth; Jordan Carpenter (20th overall) 
- 4 lap seventh, standing long jump 17th, speed 
bounce 12th; Nancie Edwards (25th overall) - 4 lap 
ninth, standing long jump 14th, speed bounce 20th; 
Bethan White (29th overall) - 4 lap 12th, standing 
long jump 22nd, speed bounce 14th; Megan Brown 
(34th overall) - 4 lap 11th, standing long jump 20th. 
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Cadoxton Imps come 
back strong at Sully 


Scorpions are bitten by 
the Warrington Wolves 


CADOXTON Imps trav¬ 
elled to Sully on Saturday 
to play another title chasing 
side in Sully A. 

In a close affair, Sully started 
the brighter, playing their usual 
high standard of football and creat¬ 
ing chances. It came as no surprise 
when they took the lead midway 
through the first half, following a 
good footballing move and superb 
finish. 

This brought the Imps to life 
and, although Sully kept the pres¬ 
sure on, solid defensive work from 
Gage Waller, Tom Dyball (who 
both played heroically with back 
injuries) and a brilliant perform¬ 
ance from Jacob Burgess, ensured 
the Imps stayed in the game. 

Once again, Sam Rees Davies 
gave an outstanding display in 
goal, with his distribution causing 
Sully’s defence a number of prob¬ 
lems. Just before the interval, an 
inswinging corner from Ben 
Pearce eluded everyone in the box 
and flew directly into the top cor¬ 
ner. 

After a rousing half-time team 
talk, the Imps came out looking 
like a different team and although 
losing one of their strikers, Callum 
Harding, to a head injury, started to 
pile the pressure on Sully with 
midfielders Izaak Farrag, Ashley 
Cottle, Jo Robinson, Ben Pearce 
and Kieran Ashton starting to take 
control of the game with good 
football and strong tackling. 

The introduction of Sam Becks, 
Louis Burrows and Kieran 



Pictured back row left to right: Kieran Thomas, Tom Dyball, 
Izaak Farrag, Sam Rees Davies, Jordan Williams, Ben Pearce, 
Ashley Cottle, Jacob Burgess. Front row left to right: Sam 
Becks, Kieran Ashton, Louis Burrows, Gage Waller, Callum 
Harding, Dan Morgan, Jo Robinson. 


Thomas showed just how strong 
the Imps’ squad is and again they 
worked relentlessly to keep the 
pressure on Sully. 

This workrate ensured the Imps 
strikeforce started to get more 
chances, with Dan Morgan work¬ 
ing tirelessly to keep Sully’s 
defence busy, and it wasn’t long 
before the dangerous Jordan 
Williams powered his way through 
and finished superbly to give the 
Imps the lead. 

In turn, Sully fought back which 
made the game open up and this 
worked in favour of the Imps, 
because following a quick counter¬ 
attack, Jordan Williams once again 
battled through the Sully players to 


make it 3-1 with another top class 
finish. 

As all good sides would, Sully 
came back and pressed in the last 
10 minutes, grabbing a second 
goal and setting up a very tense 
finale. However, the Imps showed 
great character and resolve to hold 
out and maintain their unbeaten 
run. 

A spokesman for the Imps stat¬ 
ed: “The lads have played superbly 
today against a very good team and 
have proved they deserve to be 
fighting for the league title. Also 
on behalf of the lads I’d like to say 
a big thank you to the parents and 
Ian James for kitting the lads out 
with new squad hoodies.” 


THE Super League opposition proved too 
good for South Wales Scorpions on Friday 
night as Warrington Wolves claimed a 28- 
10 friendly win at Cardiff Arms Park. 

Warrington, who fielded their best possible side 
available from players not involved in Millennium 
Magic, were a well-drilled outfit and gave the 
Scorpions a good test as the Welsh side prepare for 
their second season in the professional game. 

It was Scorpions’ first hit-out of 2011 and they 
gave a creditable performance as they fielded five 
debutants - Dafydd Carter, Tom Burnell, Chris 
Davies, Robin Lock and Tylan Mafi, the latter mak¬ 
ing his Scorpions’ debut against his Uncle Mateaka’s 
former club. 

The first major chance to score came on 15 min¬ 
utes when Warrington’s Lee Mitchell was held up 
over the line. From the re-start, Ryan Shaw knocked 
on. 

However, a minute later, the visitors took the lead 
after Tyrone McCarthy set up James Mendieka to go 
over in the corner. Gareth O’Brien converted. 

They doubled their lead just before the half hour 
when Mitchell exploited a gap in the Scorpions’ 
defence to run over. O’Brien goaled again. 

Scorpions got on the board four minutes later. 
Ashley Bateman was just a metre away from scoring 
and was blocked and from the next play try-machine 
Steve Parry forced his way through. Loz Wildbore 
missed the kick. 

Wolves addressed the balance when Jordan Burke 
was set up to dive over the line. O’Brien converted 
to give them an 18-4 lead at half-time. 

Warrington extended their lead 10 minutes into 
the second half, when Liam Hulme burst through 
after Andrew Gay had stopped Tyrone McCarthy in 
his tracks. O’Brien missed the kick. 

They almost scored again, but former Scorpion 
trialist Loren Quick was held up over the line. 

It was the home side who was next on the board. 
They were given the chance when Rhys Evans 


A DUNFORD FINISH 
BREAKS THE DEADLOCK 


DINAS gave a first 
start to Cardiff City 
youth goalkeeper 
Reece Ottley, who 
just the day before 
had been training 
with their first team 
squad and having to 
make saves from 
Bothroyd, Bellamy, 
and Chopra. 

Despite not having 
played a league game 
since mid-November, 
Dinas exploded out of 
the blocks in the first 
half, putting the visitors 
under sustained pressure 
without supplying the 
finish their dominance 
deserved. 

With Jason Davies 
finding space on the 
right, Gareth Tedstone 
and Ollie Dalton should 
have done better, when 
well placed, converting 
at least one of his cross¬ 
es. When Tedstone got 
past a defender on the left 
side of the area his 
angled shot hit the side 
netting. 

Llwydcoed’s first 
meaningful attack came 
in the 30th minute when 
Jonathan Mason did well 
on the left and made his 
way into the area, before 
putting in a dangerous 
cross with the Dinas 
defence grateful to Mike 
Hayward for clearing the 
ball for an unproductive 
comer. 

Four minutes later, the 
visitors again looked 
dangerous when a right 
wing cross forced Dinas 
keeper Ottley to palm the 
ball from under his cross¬ 
bar and over for a corner. 

Dinas ended the half 
on the front foot but 
should have converted 
one of a number of 
chances they had in the 


Welsh League Division Two 
DINAS POWYS 2 

AFC LLWYDCOED 0 


first-half. 

Llwydcoed won a lit¬ 
tle more possession at the 
start of the second-half 
without threatening the 
Dinas goal but with Ricki 
Morgan getting through a 
tremendous amount of 
work in midfield, the 
home side were soon 
back on top and they got 
their reward twelve min¬ 
utes into the half. 

The ball was won in 
midfield and when 
Gareth Tedstone found 
Ollie Dalton, his low 
cross into the area eluded 
a couple of defenders to 
reach Mark Dunford at 
the far post. He made no 
mistake from eight yards 
with a low shot to open 
the scoring. 

A couple of minutes 
later, Ben Dimond’s ball 
found Mark Dunford on 
the edge of the area, but 
his cross was deflected 
behind for a corner. 

Tedstone had a chance 
to double the lead when a 
mistake in the visitors’ 
defence left him with just 
the keeper to beat, but 
Jonathan Jones did well 
to save his effort. 

The visitors’ best 
chance of the game came 
when Tomos Morris 
received a throw and 
delivered an excellent 
low cross, but no team¬ 
mate was able to get the 
finishing touch and the 
ball was cleared. 

Dinas made the game 
safe six minutes from 
time. Again, they won 
the ball in midfield and 
an excellent pass found 
Gareth Tedstone and sub¬ 
stitute Carl Huntley with 
only one defender to 
beat. Tedstone provided 


the pass and Huntley the 
finish with a low shot 
from 12 yards. 

Dinas had chances to 
increase their lead when 
Jon Carpentier headed a 
free kick over the bar and 
Ollie Dalton shot wide of 
the post. 

This was a deserved 
three points with Dave 
Penikett and Jon 
Carpentier dominating at 
the back, Ricki Morgan 
busy in midfield, and in 
the second-half Gareth 
Tedstone, Mark Dunford, 
and sub Carl Huntley 
looking dangerous up 
front. 

Next week, Dinas face 
a stiffer test when they 
come up against second 
place Cwmaman 

Institute, but following 
their 3-0 defeat to table 
toppers Ton Pentre, this 
may be a good time to 
play them. 

Squad: 1, Reece 

Ottley, 2, Rhodri Foote, 
3, Ben Dimond, 4, 
Michael Hayward, 5, 
Dave Penikett, 6, Jon 
Carpentier, 7, Ricki 
Morgan, 8, Jason Davies, 
9, Gareth Tedstone, 10, 
Mark Dunford, 11, Ollie 
Dalton. Subs: 12, Rhys 
Davies, 14, Stephen 
Pro vis, 15, Liam Jones. 
16, Carl Huntley. 

The next game is in 
the Welsh League 
Division Two on 
Saturday, February 19: 
Cwmaman Inst v Dinas 
Powys, kick-off 2pm. 

For further news and 
fixtures see the club’s 
web site: 

www. dinaspowysfc. co. uk 


Sunday Saints produce 
a six-star performance 


SAINTS stormed back to win¬ 
ning ways with a second half 
decimation that blew their pre¬ 
viously undefeated opponents 
away. 

Strikes from Jordan Mortimore, 
Leigh Lewis, Mark Pickering, Phil 
Morgan, and a brace from Dean Cleave 
sealed an impressive victory in the rain 
as Ton B failed to deal with the fluen¬ 
cy and clinical nature of the Saints’ 
attacks. 

The first half was a cagey affair and 
chances were rare thing. Ton fired a 
free kick wide via a deflection, and 
Saints had James Austin lashing a 
stinging drive that the away keeper did 
well to push wide. 

Saints caused problems with long 
throws but the ball didn’t drop where 
they needed it too, but the ball finally 
dropped where Saints required it for 
the breakthrough. 

Mortimore’s throw into the box was 
headed up by the defender and dropped 
to Lewis, who took the ball past two 
defenders and his near post shot 
squirmed in and Saints had the lead. 

Ton B hit back and Gareth Richards 
made two good stops to deny them 
before they fired another good chance 
narrowly wide. 

Saints finished the half as they start¬ 
ed it, with Austin showing some fancy 
foot work and a long range effort at the 
keeper. 

In the second half, the Saints sprang 
into footballing life with neat and 
attractive play. 

Some neat interplay between Reece 
Lewis and Nicky Cox fed the ball to 
Tony Charles, who worked the ball to 
Cleave and his ball over the top found 
Mortimore, who lifted the ball over the 
on-coming keeper to double the lead. 

Saints were cruising now and enjoy¬ 
ing themselves, with the ball being 
sprayed around with confidence. 
Mortimore’s throw was laid off back to 
him by Austin and Mortimore’s low 
pass across the six-yard box was met 
by Cleave who smashed it in. 

Good work on the right by Reece 
Lewis, Mortimore and Leigh Lewis 
saw Lewis fire a cross into the box 
which was met by Mark Pickering, and 
his fierce drive was well saved by the 


keeper, but the loose ball was followed 
up by Pickering and he headed the ball 
into the net. 

Saints kept their clean sheet after a 
break by Ton as their forward got past 
Richards, but he saw his effort cleared 
off the line by Alan Lawson. 

Phil Morgan was on and with almost 
his first touch, was teed up by 
Mortimore but fired narrowly wide. 

Saints were able to do as they 
pleased and Charles’ exquisite through 
ball was run onto by Cleave who auda¬ 
ciously took the ball around the keeper, 
steadied himself and fired the ball low 
past the recovered keeper and hapless 
defender. 

Morgan kept working away and got 
his reward after a Charles’ ball to 
Mortimore saw him lay off to Morgan. 
Morgan skipped away from two 
defenders and stabbed the ball past the 
keeper and the rout was complete. 

Ton B pulled back a consolation at 
the death with the final kick of the 
game after Lawson handled in the area 
and Ton B slotted away the penalty. 

Saints were back to winning ways 
again after a recent blip in their season. 
This was a massive victory for Saints 
who inflicted the first defeat of Ton B’s 
league season and remain top of the 
pile. 

A fantastic team showing by Saints 
and honourable mentions to 
Mortimore, Lewis, Cleave, Pickering, 
Austin, and to the returning Gavin 
Morgans who was like a rock at the 
back with skipper Nicky Cox. 

Man of the match was Tony Charles 
after completely running the show 
from centre midfield, showing enthusi¬ 
asm and encouragement for his team 
and playing with great creativity. 

Many thanks to Lafarge Cement 
(Aberthaw Works), The Kinsale Stone 
Company (Wales) Ltd for sponsorship 
of the team and to Roy and Cyndy at 
the Four Bells, St Athan for their con¬ 
tinued support for the team. 

Saints FC: G Richards, R Lewis (R 
Codings on 73 mins), A Lawson, N Cox 
(captain), G Morgans, T Charles, M 
Pickering (TJ Bowring on 73 mins), J 
Austin, D Cleave, L Lewis (P Morgan 
on 68 mins), J Mortimore. Subs: P 
Morgan, R Codings, TJ Bowring. 

HD 


IOUTH WALES SCORPIONS 10 
FARRINGTON WOLVES 28 


fluffed a high ball on his own 20-metre line to give 
the Scorpions a chance they didn’t waste. A couple 
of tackles later and Parry was running through for 
his and Scorpions’ second. Wildbore kicked the 
extras. 

With 10 minutes to go, Sam Caslick scored a try 
from short range with O’Brien converting and while 
both sides made attempts to score last ditch efforts, 
10-28 was the final score. 

The Scorpions now take on Valley Cougars in 
their second pre-season friendly on Sunday, 
February 20 at Nelson RFC (kick-off 2pm). 
_ IAN GOLDEN 

‘Thank you’ from 
netball club 

LLANTWIT Netball Club would like to 
say a big ‘thank you’ to RAF St Athan net- 
ball club for coming to a recent training 
session to play a friendly. 

Both teams are in the same league in Bridgend on 
a Thursday night, and competitive practice is always 
a bonus. However, it was also a great help to two 
senior players, Alison Harding and Nicola Fleig, 
who were being assessed by a qualified netball 
umpire as they work towards umpire qualification. 

Llantwit netball club is now also holding a junior 
club for years 6 and 7 on a Wednesday night (5pm- 
6pm) all newcomers are most welcome. 

NICOLA FLEIG 

BARRY SWIMMERS 
DO ‘LENGTHS FOR 
LIFE’ CHALLENGE 

THIS year, Barry Amateur Swimming Club 
decided that the annual long distance postal 
swim would be a joint event, and took part in 
the ‘Lengths for Life’ event which ran 
through January. 

This event raised money for the cancer unit at 
Llandough Hospital. It took place on Friday, January 28 
for the girls and Friday, February 4, for the boys at Barry 
Leisure Centre. 

The aim of the event is for swimmers to swim as 
many lengths of the 25-metre pool as possible in one 
hour, and it is also a good marker to see the year-on-year 
improvement of the swimmers. Club members, one 
coach and two parents took part in the event. 

Ffion McCulloch (8) improved on last year’s dis¬ 
tance by 16 lengths, swimming a total of 2,350 metres 
(94 lengths of the pool). Katie Prynne (9) also had a vast 
improvement, swimming a distance of 2,300 metres, 
which is a massive 23 lengths. 

Grace Insole (10) improved by 16 lengths, swimming 
a distance of 3,100 metres which is 124 lengths. 

Elizabeth McCulloch (11) improved by 14 lengths, 
swimming 3,350 metres. Alex Hopkins (12) also 
improved by a massive 23 lengths, swimming a distance 
of 3,225 metres (129 lengths). 

In the boys’ swim, Tom Insole (8) swam 2,250 
metres, which is a fantastic improvement of 17 lengths 
on last year’s swim. Luke Bimage (9) swam a distance 
of 2,650 metres, an improvement of 15 lengths, while 
Jonathan Haggett (15) improved by 10 lengths to swim 
a distance of 3,150 metres. 

Youngest swimmer to take part was Ben Ewington 
(6) and he swam a fantastic 74 lengths which is 1,850 
metres; this is such an achievement, well done. 

Coach Mark Currie swam a distance of 2,800 metres 
but not to be shown up, Jack Parry (11) swam a distance 
of 2,925 metres, an improvement on last year by 10 
lengths. 

Mum Clare Parry, who swims for Cardiff Masters, 
swam an impressive 149 lengths, while father and son 
swimmers Ryan (11) and Shaun Connor swam 125 
lengths and 141 lengths respectively. 

Swimming her last event at Barry Amateur 
Swimming Club was Lauren Williamson, who is emi¬ 
grating to Australia. Lauren (13) swam a distance of 
4,175 metres. She has been a member of the club for 
such a long time and has broken many club records and 
also swam with the Welsh development team. We wish 
Lauren and her family good luck and hope that they stay 
in touch with the club. 

A big thank you must go to everyone who helped 
with this event to make it so successful. Without every¬ 
one’s help this and many more events in the club could 
not be run. 

Barry Amateur Swimming Club is always looking for 
new members to join the club so if you would like a trial, 
please phone Mrs Heulwen Cooper on 01446 733784; 
we swim at Barry Leisure Centre and Cardiff 
International Pool. 

For more information please also look on the Barry 
Amateur Swimming Club website. 

TW 
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Leyshon Flint & Sons Q 

^ •>Motability 

The Only Independent Renault Dealer in Bridgend 

QUALITY USED AND PART EX CARS ARRIVING DAILY. Come and view or call us lor latest. 

10 10 Renault Laguna Sport Tourer DC1180, Dynamique. Black, 2,300 miles, climate control, 17” alloys ... .£15,995 EX DEMOS 

08 Renault Clio 1.216v Freeway. Blue, 17,985 miles .WAS 7,995 NOW£7,395 -- A 

07 57 Renault Clio Dynamique SX. Silver, alloys, skirt kit, 19,000 miles .£6,995 IVlGgcUlG 1-0 DUI 

07 Renault Clio 1.416v Privilege. Black, 15,345 miles.£7,695 EXDTGSSion 10 000 

07 Renault Clio Expression 1.4 5-dr. 1 owner, in blue, low mileage, air con, alloys, 24,500 miles.£5,995 .-I* rtn/irrt 5 

06 Renault Clio 1.416v Expression. Silver, 29,050 miles.WAS 6,995 NOW £6,495 ITIlieS, 119/09 

06 Renault Clio 1.216v Campus. Silver, 15,800 miles.WAS 5,695 NOW £5,495 Red £9 995 

56 Renault Clio 1.216v Expression. Black, 5,900 miles.WAS 6,995 NOW £6,495 * . 5 

56 Renault Clio 1.2 16v Extreme. Grey, 25,008 miles.WAS 6,995 NOW £6,495 

55 Renault Clio 1.2 16v Extreme. Blue, 20,395 miles.WAS 5,995 NOW £4,495 Clio Sport 200, 

-^— White Mark 17” 

09 09 Renault Megane 1.5 DCi Dynamique. Grey, 39,000 miles. £9,495 VVIIlie,131 

09 09 Renault Megane 1.5 DCi Dynamique. Black, 42,100 miles. £9,495 SpGGdlinG cllloyS, 

08 08 Megane Coupe Cab 1.6.16v in quartz, Dynamique, c/c, alloys, cd, only 26,000 miles . £8,495 o nflfl miloc 

57 Renault Megane 1.6 Dynamique c/cab. Grey, 38,975 miles .WAS 9,995 NOW £9,295 X’ uuu ‘ ■ /ou 

56 Renault Megane 1.9 DCi Dynamique. Blue, 37,620 miles.WAS 7,295 NOW £6,995 KGg. £16,995 

10 10 Grand Scenic DCi 1.9.130 bhp, 21,000 miles, oyster grey, 7 seater, alloys, air con.£13,495 

06 56 Grand Scenic 2.0 Automatic. Silver, 34,000 miles .£7,495 

06 56 Scenic Dynamique. Blue with glass roof parking sensor, air con, cd, only 29,000 miles.£5,995 

—-- — - — — — _ _ . 

07 57 Modus 1.6 Dynamique Automatic S. Black, half leather, alloys, air con, cd, 32,000 miles .£6,495 

05 Renault Modus Dynamique Automatic. 40,000 miles in ruby red .£4,995 

--— - — — -- 

09 Renault Twingo Extreme. Blue .£7,995 

09 Renault Twingo Extreme. Silver .£7,995 h aj aba fi>IA7AA 

08 Renault Twingo Extreme 1.2. Silver, alloys, sports stripes & parking sensors, 19,000 miles .£6,595 I \ 111 a, I i\T /(III 

08 Renault Twingo 1.2 16v Dynamique. A/c, black, 17,000 miles .WAS 7,995 NOW £7,495 y p^| SERVICE 

10 10 Megahe“Coupe7Cabriolet Dynamique 1.9 DCi. Black, 5,000 miles.£20,995 STATION, PEN-Y-FAI, 

60 Megane Renault Sport 2.0 Turbo. 3-dr, white, 18” black alloys, 4,500 miles .£23,895 BRIDGEND, MID 

For full car listing: www.leyshonflintandsons.co.uk Glamorgan CF3i 4LL 



OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK, EXCEPT BHIOGEND WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 


THE NUMBER 1 
FOR TYRES IN c 
SOUTH WALES 


EXHAUSTS ■ BRAKES’ I BATTERIES 
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Budgoc Range Tyres 
Budget _ 

1SS70TI13 £31.00 
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Mid Range Tyres 
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i47jo 
WHW5U15 £53.00 
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Top Brand Tyree 

Goodyear 
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This is your Heritage - 

MEET THE TRADERS. 

The Heritage Business Park - Wick Road, Llantwit Major 


Engineering skill and customer care is key at 
the Heritage Business Park 



Father 
and son, 
Chris 
and Tom 
Pope of 
CP 

Motors,. 



by PHILIP IRWIN 


The experienced body workshop - 
‘Good as New’. 




ENGINEERING 


SERVICES 

A range of our work: 

Ornamental Gates (Manual or Automatic) 
Fire Escapes 

Agricultural repairs and manufacture 
Trailers to your specification 
Structural Steelwork 
Small Industrial Units 
Palisade Fencing 

Balustrade/Bowtop/Vertical Railings 
Stainless Steel Welding and Fabrication 
Aluminium Welding 
Also Plastic Welding for van linings, etc. 

For a Free, No Obligation Quote, call today on 

01446 794434 

or Mobiles: 

Lyn on 07980 609012 
Richard on 07980 609014 

Heritage Business Park, Wick Road, 
Llantwit Major 
email: ldleng@msn.com 


C.R MOTOR 

SERVICES 

SERVICING 
MOT REPAIRS 
DIAGNOSTICS 

Open 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Monday - Friday 

37 years experience 

Tel: 01446 796658 

Unit 4, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road, Llantwit Major CF61 I YU 


SOME trading estates can be a little con¬ 
fusing, with many different businesses 
offering a perplexing variety of goods and 
services. 

However, at the Heritage Business Park, just 
off Wick Road near Llantwit Major, you know 
where you are because the common factor - with 
just one notable exception - in all the businesses 
is the motor vehicle. 

Even then, that one exception is an engineer¬ 
ing company that has been there for 20 years, 
serving the Vale and Cardiff. 

Let’s talk about the ‘odd one out’ first, because 
Lyn Llewellyn has been in the metal fabrication 
business on this site for 20 years. 

He specialises in gates, railings and fire 
escapes, doing large-scale work for councils and 
other business clients, and also working with 
individual customers to meet their needs. 

He also supplies security devices that can 
secure the gates on a family home or building - 
something in demand at the moment after recent 
thefts, due to the high price of scrap metal at the 
moment. 

Looking elsewhere on the estate, it’s a one- 
stop ‘shop’ - dedicated to keeping your car or 
van running smoothly for a reasonable price. 



Although it is just a signpost off the her¬ 
itage coast road, the breadth of services on 
offer has resulted in many of the traders hav¬ 
ing regular customers from as far afield as 
Barry, Pencoed or Bridgend. 

Simon King of SK Autos, for instance, has 
had plenty of time to build up a customer 
base, as he opened on the estate in 1988. 

He told The GEM: “We can deal with any 
aspect of motor maintenance, from general 
servicing, diagnostics, and on to conducting 
MoTs.” 

Traders on the estate pride themselves on 
offering personal service, and Simon is no 
exception, as he offers a collection and deliv¬ 
ery service for his customers as well. 

Over at Good as New, Tristan Greedy’s 
area of expertise is bodywork - from minor 
bumps right through to major accident 
repairs. 

He has been on the estate for seven years 
and said: “We can handle all types of work, 
from a wheel refurbishment, which is much 
in demand, to welding, and a full respray.” 

Chris Pope, at CP Motor Services, has 
been on the estate for just two years, but he 
is hardly a newcomer to the trade. 

In fact, he retired at 50 after 30 years as an 
AA patrolman. However, he soon felt the 
urge to get involved with motor vehicles 
again, and now he runs CP Motors as a 
father and son business, with his son Tom, 
and employee John. 

He said; “We do all types of motor main¬ 
tenance work, including diagnostics, and we 
also do pre-MoT work, although we are not 
an MoT station.” 




Established 1988 


FOK ALL '/OUR 
MOTORIIMG NEEDS 


SERVICING from 
con plus parts 
IrOU+VAT 

MoT preparation, 
exhausts, batteries, 
welding, etc. 


FULL 

DIAGNOSTIC 
FACILITY 
Tyres fitted 
from £ 26.50 

Tracking fitting 
service for cars, 
4x4 and light 
commercials. 
Fully Insured. 


Local vehicle collection service available on request 
-25 YEARS EXPERIENCE - 
All Major Credit and Debit Cards Accepted 
Contact Simon on 

01446 795855/07967 129977 


Simon King of SK Autos 


GUd 


Moving away from the mechanical side, the 
Llantwit Valet Centre, which is celebrating its 
first year on site, is dedicated to looking after its 
customers’ cars and sending them away with a 
showroom shine. 

The newest business on the estate, Llantwit 
Cars, is run by Simon Myers, and it is currently 
operating two cars and a minibus, primarily in 
the Llantwit Major area, although Simon goes 
further afield for quite a few clients. 

The business also picks up and takes trav¬ 
ellers to the airport - and not just Cardiff! 

Simon said: “I have regular customers who 
find a drop-off and pick-up service to Bristol is 
well worth it, and we travel to Heathrow and 
Stansted too!” 

It is often said by politicians from all parties 
that small businesses and local entrepreneurs 
are the lifeblood of the economy, and the Her¬ 
itage Business Park is a prime example of that 
spirit in action! 



Llantwit Cars 

• Private Hire 

• Airport Transfers 
• Any distance covered 
• Weddings 

• Functions & 
Corporate events 

4, 6 & 8 SEATS 
DAY OR NIGHT BY 
ADVANCED BOOKING 


( 01446 ) 


794545 



We will guarantee to beat any 
genuine like for like quotation! 


• Bumper Scuffs 

• Wheel Refurbishments 

• Light & Heavy Accident Repairs 

• Window Tinting 

• Resprays 

• We deal with all major 
insurance companies 

Open 6 Days - 8 am til Late 
Phone for a Free Quote 

sal ! mtm 


Unit 9 & 10, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road, Llantwit Major, CF61 1 YU 
www.goodasnewcrashrepairs.co.uk 


Llantwit Valet 
& Car Wash 

VALETS FROM ONLY £19.00 


Car Wash-Price Guide 

DIY .£2 per 6 mins 

Small (e.g.Fiesta) . £4.00 

Medium (e.g.Focus). £5.00 

Large (e.g.MPV or 4x4) . . .£7.50 

Alloy Wheel Clean .£2.00 

DELUXE WASH 
Wheel Clean, CarWash, 

Tango Polish and Tyre Dressing 

.from £15.00* 

HAVE A BLAST 
Wheel Clean, CarWash, 

Hoover and Blast of Air 
Freshener.from £15.00* 

VALETS .from £19.00 

Prices depend on size of vehicle 


Open 8.30am-late,7days a week 
Tel: 01446 793435 
07752 537959 (Paul) 
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Cowbridge lose unbeaten 
home record in last minute 


THESE two evenly-matched teams met 
in terrible conditions and still managed 
to provide an entertaining game with a 
nail biting finish. 

Conditions underfoot were wet and muddy, 
which did not suit the smaller but quicker 
Cowbridge forwards, who found themselves on the 
back foot for much of the match. 


Cowbridge under- 12s 5 
v CRICC 10 



www.^K W van hi re. co. uk 

• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 
Lutons 

with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota, VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Caraveles,Transit Tourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wickvanhire.co.uk , ( 






wr-m 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 
(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 


The Cowbridge defence, which has been out¬ 
standing all season, repelled the continual drives 
from the CRICC forwards, with brave tackling 
from Tom Edwards, Harrison Stevens and Charles 
Archer keeping their opponents at bay. 

In the loose, Will Couzins, Sam John and 
Matthew Keating were prominent for the home 
side, who eventually opened the scoring when num¬ 
ber eight Dan Bunney burst through the CRICC 
defence to score a fine try. CRICC hit back just 
before half time with a well taken try of their own 
to level the scores. 

At the start of the second half, second row James 
Waters came on as a replacement for Cowbridge 
and for the first 10 minutes the game swung back 
and forth, with neither side able to penetrate the 
tight defences. However, the bigger and heavier 
CRICC forwards soon began to dominate as condi¬ 
tions worsened, but were unable to use their posses¬ 
sion to threaten the Cowbridge line. 

It seemed that a draw was inevitable until, from 
the last move of the game, CRICC gathered a loose 
ball near the line to score the winning try, and 
become the first team to beat Cowbridge at home 
this season. Although the home team were without 
a number of players, and started with a heavily 
depleted squad, all 16 players are to be commended 
for an excellent performance. 

ML 


Under-8s ‘enjoy’ two close 
games in Arctic conditions! 


COWBRIDGE under-8s played Rumney 
in two games at Riverside Park in driv¬ 
ing cold rain. 

The weather conditions also affected the writer’s 
notes, so apologies are offered to the try scorers 
and team members not mentioned. 

In the first game, Cowbridge played the better 
rugby and numerous passing movements led to 
them scoring eight tries. Ellis Howell deserves spe¬ 
cial mention for his contribution of three. 

However, Rumney’s long range approach led 
them to score nine tries. 

Team: Iwan-Thomas Bartle, Sam Coates, Catrin 
Evans, Ben Farrell, James Gilvear, Matthew 
Gilvear, Owen Godsall, Harry Holtam, Ellis 
Howell, Tom Johnson and McKinley Parsons 

In the second game, Cowbridge’s passing move¬ 
ments were much improved but defensive frailties 
were the team’s Achilles’heel. 

It might be that the quite robust tactics of some 
of the Rumney players, to run through their oppo¬ 
nents rather than around them, took the Cowbridge 
boys by surprise! 

It was a close game, with Rumney running out 
7-6 winners with a try in the last move of the 
game. The highlight from Cowbridge’s perspective 
was the general all-round play of loan Davies and 
Oliver Jarmaine. 

Thanks are offered to the scrupulously fair 
Rumney referee. There can be no doubt that the 
conditions affected all the boys, particularly those 
who had to wait to play in the second game. 


Under-12s triumph in thriller 


TOP of the table under-12 sides 
Cowbridge A and Dinas Powys played in 
a game that was a thriller and a real 
advert for junior football. 

The game started with Dinas applying early pres¬ 
sure. Tom Williams and Duncan Ace were immense 
dealing with the high balls into the box, while 
George Day constantly snuffed out the dangerous 
threat of Luke Davidson, the Dinas left winger. 

Being team mates last year at Bristol City, they 
knew each other well and it was a ferocious but fair 
encounter. 

For the first 15 minutes, Cowbridge absorbed the 
pressure as Dinas came with attack after attack, 
and Thomas Bainbridge Glover, making his debut 
in goal, was top class. 

On 20 minutes, manager Steve Day changed the 
formation, switching to 3-4-3, with Sean Davies 
and Sammy Lee joining Harrison Stevens up front. 
Harrison went close, one-on-one with the ‘keeper 
but just slotted wide, before David Bear, pushing 
forward from midfield, pinged one home to take it 
to half-time at 1-0. 

In the second half, Dinas soon got an equaliser 
from a goal mouth scramble. 

Then, against the run of play, Dinas scored after 
a mix-up between Davies and Day taking a free 
kick on the edge of the Dinas penalty box! They 
lost the ball between them and Davidson for Dinas 


broke free to whip the ball into the box for a great 
finish by their striker. 

Soon after, Davies and Day repaid the team for 
their earlier mistake, with Day winning the ball off 
Davidson and slotting a great ball through to 
Davies to go on and beat the Dinas ‘keeper to level. 
I’m sure at this stage both managers would have 
settled for a point, but there was to be one last 
twist. 

Harrison Stevens had not forgotten his earlier 
miss in the first half when one-on-one with the 
‘keeper. David Bear slotted a great ball through to 
Stevens, who charged down on goal leaving the 
Dinas defenders in his wake to smash the ball into 
the back of the net! There was euphoria on the side¬ 
lines as the large Cowbridge support went wild. 

The team still had a job to do, with 10 minutes of 
the game remaining. 

Dinas pressed but the Cowbridge defence were 
fully in control, backed up by a superb holding 
midfield, and by surging runs by Sammy Lee and 
Sean Davies. 

Thomas Bainbridge Glover stole the man of the 
match performance with a great diving save to his 
right in the last minute. 

Cowbridge 3 Dinas Powys 2. A great game of 
football by both teams and a pure delight to watch. 
Well done to both teams. 

SD 


DOCK VIEW 
TYRE CENTRE 


Team: loan Davies, Owen Godsall, Ellis 
Greenwood, David Harris, Robbie Hawkins, Harri 
Howkins, Oliver Jarmaine, Aled Leitch, Harry 
Whittaker and Dewi Williams. 

Under-7s brave 
the elements 

TORRENTIAL rain driven by an Arctic 
wind greeted the 12 brave Cowbridge 
under-7s who made the trip into Cardiff 
for the match against Rumney at their 
Riverside ground. 

It was a delight to see two teams play the game 
with such a fine level of skill, enthusiasm and 
sportsmanship, despite the dreadful conditions. 

With many of the squad preferring the comforts 
of the fireside, there was plenty of pitch time for 
all. 

Tries were traded evenly, although Cowbridge 
had the sharper attack. Iolo Davies galloped over 
for the first try followed by Rhydian Williams, Will 
Harris and Finlay Sullivan. 

Ethan Francis was a one-man tagging team and 
ensured that enough pressure was put on the 
Rumney boys to give the impressive Cowbridge 
attack something to aim at. 

The second half saw Evan Davies and Rhydian 
Williams take control of the game with long pass¬ 
ing movements and a fine running game, ably sup¬ 
ported by the rest of the boys as they ran in four 
tries apiece to take the result from an impressive 
Rumney team by 11 tries to 9. 

A great advert for mini rugby despite the terrible 
conditions, and all played in a great spirit. 

Squad :- Tom Brennan, Robbie Brown, Evan 
Davies, Iolo Davies, Ethan Francis, Will Harries, 
James Jones, Archie Lloyd, Will Ryan, Finlay 
Sullivan, Luke Treadwell, Rhydian Williams. 


DISTRIBUTORS 

REQUIRED 

For Barry, 
Cowbridge 

and other areas in the 
Vale of Glamorgan, 
delivering the GEM 

Contact 
01202 
670999 




13 ” 

14” 

15”/16’ 
17”/18l’ 


£12.50 

£15 

£17.50 


(4 for £40) 
(4 foV £50) 
(4 for £60) 
(4 for £70) 


All prices include fitting and balancing 


OPENING HOURS MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM - 6PM 

Dock View Road Barry CF63 4JP 

TEL 01446 732699 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


-Servicing >AII Repairs >Tyres 
^Auto Electrics + Diagnostics 


Opening hours: 

Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 9am - 12pm 

Dock View Road, Barry CF63 4JP 

01446 732699 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AJ. Est.1979 


r 06 06 BMW 3.0 TD MSport Automatic 4-dr 

Saloon in met black with beige leather in teri- 
or, electric folding mirrors, automatic air con, 
MV-2 alloy wheels, traction control system, 
only 58,900 miles.£15,995 


G BMW 3 Series 320i 2.0 2-dr Convertible. 

In silver with black leather interior, headlamp 
cleaning system, M-Technic steering wheel, 
wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog 
lights, alloy wheels, only 68,140 miles£4,995 


PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-drl 

Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, I 
alloy wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, I 
front fog lights, only 8,890 miles. £7,995 J 


I MAZDA 2 1.3 TS3-dr Hatchback, in icyl 

blue with charcoal black interior, electric mir- 1 
rors, front electric windows, power steering, I 
CD, service history, only 29,800 miles. ..£6,795 I 


07 LANDROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 TD V6 HSE 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In Stornaway 
grey with black leather interior, climate control, cruise control, privacy glass heated front screen, only 

29,500 miles.£31,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 

air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles. £12,995 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles.£8,995 

53 SUZUKI Jimny 1.2 02 Edition 3Dr Soft Top Convertible. In black with anthracite interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric windows, alloy wheels, only 36,700 miles. £4,995 

02 AUDITT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles. £9,995 

07 MERCEDES BENZ CLK 1.8 CLK200 Kompressor Sport Cabriolet Automatic. In Tellurium silver 
with black leather interior, electric seats with memory, parktronic system, 18” AMG alloy wheels, cruise 
control, only 36,760 miles. £21,995 

55 BMW 2.0 TD 320 DSE 4-dr Saloon. In sparkling graphite grey, cloth interior, air con, rear parking 

aid, cd, traction control system, only 54,810 miles. £10,495 

56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 
climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 

interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles. £POA 

52 BMW 7 Series 745i 4.4 saloon automatic. In titanium silver with black leather interior, rear parking 

sensors, multi cd, electric memory seats, alloy wheeels, one owner, only 70,360 miles. £8,495 

52 MERCEDES Benz CLK 2.6 240 Avantgarde 2-dr Coupe. In Tanzanite blue with alpaca grey 
leather interior, luxury climate control, Parktronic sensors, cruise control, service history, only 73,400 

miles.£7,495 

02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 
interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles. £4,995 

Y MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 C200 Kompressor Elegance 4-dr Saloon in brilliant silver with orion 
grey interior, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, one owner, full service history, only 67,000 miles. ..£4,995 


SPORTS 


06 BMW 3.0 TD MSport Automatic 4-dr Saloon in met black with beige leather in terior, electric fold¬ 
ing mirrors, automatic air con, MV-2 alloy wheels, traction control system, only 58,900 miles. ..£15,995 
58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with charcoal alpha 

cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, only 26,850 miles. £9,995 

09 SUZUKI Swift 1.6 VVT Sport 3-dr hatchback. In supreme red with black/red interior, air con, 17” 
alloy wheels, traction control system, body coloured bumpers, one owner, service history, only 16,500 

miles.£8,250 

09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles. £13,495 

07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles. £11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles. £9,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 16v (150ps) SRi 5-dr Hatchback. In silver lightning with charcoal inte¬ 
rior, air con, immobiliser, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 63,000 miles. £6,795 

05 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 T Fsi (200ps) GTi 5-dr Hatchback in tornado red with anthracite Vienna 
leather interior, parking sensors, heated front seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, onl 67,600 

miles.£9,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT 136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia leather 

interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 mis. £6,995 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-dr hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles. £4,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles. £6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 
wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 


03 53 HONDA Civic 1.6 VTec SE Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In Aqua green, half black leather interior, air 

con, alloy wheels, heated electric mirrors, CD, only 46,400 miles.£4,495 

03 53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£3,995 

89 G BMW 3 Series 320i 2.0 2-dr Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, headlamp cleaning sys¬ 
tem, M-Technic steering wheel, wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 
68,140 miles.£4,995 

09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 (60ps) Style 5-dr Hatchback. In moondust silver with blue Syracuse interior, 

radio CD with aux input, power steering, body coloured bumpers, immobiliser, one owner, only 3,360 

miles.£7,995 

09 09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-dr Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, alloy wheels, air con, 

body coloured bumpers, front fog lights, only 8,890 miles.£7,995 

09 58 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi (140) Zetec 5-dr Hatchback in stardust silver with ebony interior, blue¬ 

tooth phone prep, traction control system, air con, quick clear screen, cruise control, only 31,910 miles | 

.£12,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-Dr Hatchback. In tango red with anthracite interior, quick clear 

screen, air con, CD, aux input, alloy wheels, only 10,700 miles.£6,995 

07 57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.£8,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 16v SRi 5-dr MPV. In silver lightning with Silver Alpha Charcoal interior, air 

con, traction control system, alloy wheels, only 52.000 miles.£7,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-dr MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, reversing 

sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, only 23,580 miles.£6,495 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

05 54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles.£6,995 

05 54 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6i Desire 2 5-dr MPV. In storm grey with black interior, air con, CD, front 

fog lights, electric front windows, service history, one owner, only 38,000 miles.£4,295 

05 05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£5,995 

04 54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4 Twist 3-dr Hatchback in indigo blue with anthracite interior, air con, elec¬ 
tric heated mirrors, electric windows, service history, one owner, only 22,480 miles.£4,495 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles.£3,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In poly silver with blue/black interior, air con, central 

locking, CD, colour coded bumpers, power steering, only 26,750 miles.£3,995 

08 08 MAZDA 2 1.3 TS 3-dr Hatchback, in icy blue with charcoal black interior, electric mirrors, front elec¬ 
tric windows, power steering, CD, service history, only 29,800 miles.£6,795 

08 08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles.£5,495 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles.£5,495 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. In tonic blue with Tungsten Denim blue interior, 

alloy wheels, air con, electric front windows, power steering, only 46,000 miles.£4,995 

06 56 FIAT Panda 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr Hatchback Dualogic. In guacamole green with yellow interior, 

immobiliser, climate control, body coloured bumpers, power steering, service history, only 30,090 

miles.£4,495 

06 56 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 Atlantic 3-dr hatchback. In sky blue with dark grey interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, body coloured bumpers, alarm, 27,820 miles.£4,450 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

bl4M6 7*044 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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07 FORD S-Max 2.0 
TDCi Zetec 



In silver, 61,000 miles, 
one owner, diesel 7 seater 

£11,995 



In cool blue with full leather 
trim, 50,000 miles, host of 
extras £6,995 


03 BMW 316i SE 



Steel blue, low mileage, local 
car. 

£4,695 


04 BMW X3 Sport 



In gunmetal grey, air con, 
abs, multiple airbags, alloy 
wheels, parking sensors, 
Leather upholstery, pas. 

£9,995 
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03 

52 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


MERCEDES E320 CDi Sport Estate Auto. In silver with black leather, 22,000 miles.£23,995 

PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4STiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £22,995 

AUDITT 2.0 FSi Auto Convertible. In white, 11,000 miles, 1 owner.£21,995 

MAZDA MX5 2.0 Sports. In met blue with black leather heated seats, 12,000 miles, 1 owner.£11,995 

FORD S-Max 2.0 TDCi Zetec. In silver, 61,000 miles, one owner, diesel 7 seater.£11,995 

AUDI A6 2.7 TDi S-Line. In black, 76,000 miles, drives superb.£11,995 

MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel SRi Auto. In silver, 39,000 miles.£8,995 

HONDA Civic 2.0 Type R. In black, 53,000 miles with air con, drives superb.£7,995 

AUDI TT Roadster ‘225’ In red with leather trim, 81,000 miles with Zenons, Bose multi CD etc.£7,995 

VW Golf 2.0 TDi GT 3-dr. In met grey, drives superb.£6,995 

MINI One Convertible. In cool blue with full leather trim, 50,000 miles, host of extras.£6,995 

MITSUBISHI Shogun 3.2 TD Equippe 5-dr in silver, ideal diesel 4x4, 7 seater.£6,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

MERCEDES C220Di Avant Garde SE Auto in black, 78,000 miles, diesel economy at.£5,995 

PEUGEOT 307 Convertible In met. grey, low mileage example at.£5,695 

MERCEDES Cl80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

BMW 316i SE. In steel blue, low mileage, local car at.£4,695 

PEUGEOT 206cc 1.6 Convertible. In silver, 31,000 mile example with full leather, a/c etc.£4,495 

CHRYSLER PT Cruiser 2.4 Classic. In met grey, 41,000 mile American classic.£3,995 

LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles FANTASTIC VALUE REDUCED TO £3,995 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 T Spirit. Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal grey met.£7,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Platinum 5-dr Auto. In silver, 10,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

TOYOTA Avensis T3S 2.0-4D 5-dr. In sea mist silver, 73,000 mile diesel hatch at.£6,495 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Auto In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles .£5,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In silver, 44,000 miles with a/c.£5,995 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 T-Spirit 5-dr Automatic. In light met grey, 28,000 miles with A/C, alloys.£5,995 

FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr. In black, 34,000 miles with a/c, alloys, etc.£5,695 

RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr. In met graphite, 21,000 miles with air con.£5,695 

CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 

FORD Focus 2.0 TDCi Titanium 3-Dr. In electric blue, 73,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£5,495 

SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Stylance 5-dr. In black, 44,000 miles. £4,995 

MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

FORD Focus 2.0 Titanium 5-Dr. In black, 60,000 miles.£4,995 

TOYOTA Avensis 1.8T3-S 5-dr. In met blue, 73,000 miles.£4,995 

CITROEN Picasso 2.0 Desire Auto. Blue, low mileage, very desirable car, 38,867 miles.£4,795 

SMART Four Two 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. In silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c .. £4,695 

CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi SX 5-dr. In light met blue, 67,000 miles, diesel economy at.£4,495 

PEUGEOT 1007 1.4 ‘Deice’. In met bronze, 29,000 miles, electric sliding doors etc.£3,995 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve 5-dr. In electric blue, 61,000 miles with a/c, cd, alloys.£3,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life 5-dr Auto. In met red, 33,000 miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Silver 3-dr. 78,000 miles with full leather trim.£3,995 

CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. In silver, low mileage example with low running costs.£3,695 

ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys. . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,495 

VW Beetle 1.6. In electric blue, 78,000 miles with cd etc.£3,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.4 Authentique 5-Dr. In met blue, 72,000 miles, 1 private owner with air con.£2,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2SXi. Met green, a/c, elec windows, very attractive car.£2,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamic 3-Dr. In black, 68,000 miles, alloys, sunroof.£2,995 

VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8LS 5-dr. In silver, 83,000 miles, large family hatch.£2,195 


07 TOYOTA Avensis 
2.0 T Spirit 



Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal 
grey metallic 

£7,995 



In met bronze, 29,000 miles, 
electric sliding doors etc 
£3,995 


07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 
Dynamic Auto 



In met burgundy, superb 
example with only 25,000 miles 

£5,995 


56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 
1.6 Elegance Automatic 



In met blue with 
black leather, 37,000 miles 

£4,995 
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FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AIL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
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Ex-Motability Cars 


used cars with nearly new miles-. 
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VITAL VICTORY, BUT 
WALES KNOW ONE 
SWALLOW DOESN’T 
MAKE A SUMMER 

- as the search goes 
on for consistency... 


BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 


T HE cautious 

response of under¬ 
fire Wales head 
coach Warren Gatland 
was in stark contrast to 
Welsh supporters’ unre¬ 
strained euphoria, fol¬ 
lowing the 24-6 victory 
over Scotland at 
Murrayfield on 
Saturday. 

Both post-match reactions 
were understandable. For 
success-starved fans who had 
feared the worst after the 19- 
26 loss to England the previ¬ 
ous week, there was a huge 
collective sigh of relief that 
the long dark run of defeats 
had at last ended, with hope 
reborn that Welsh rugby’s 
star was about to rise again. 

However, the phlegmatic 
Kiwi sought to cool jubilant 
fans’ over-wild expectations 
by observing that... “the 
team had played better against 
England...the performance 
needs to improve, but 
Saturday’s result was good”. 

Admittedly, he did add on 
a warmer note... “I thought 
we were clinical today, defend¬ 
ed well, and thoroughly 
deserved to win’\.. but the 
underlying message was nev¬ 
ertheless clear - there is 
much yet to do before it can 
be said that his long under¬ 
achieving Wales side has 
truly turned the corner. 

Gatland and his coaching 
staff know full well that the 
win, though absolutely cru¬ 
cial to rebuilding the play¬ 
ers’ lost confidence, was 
achieved against a woeful 
Scottish team that totally 
failed to deliver the perform¬ 
ance expected of the pre¬ 
match favourites, particular¬ 
ly after their lively three-try 


showing against France just 
one week before. 

On the contrary, it was 
Wales, written off by most of 
the media pundits before¬ 
hand, who impressively 
charged out of the starting 
blocks for this 115th clash - 
racing into a 16-0 lead within 
20 minutes, spearheaded by 
James Hook, the proud new 
occupant of No 10. 

First he lanced through the 
defence before handing on to 
the supporting Shane 
Williams for a try, which 
Hook easily converted and 
then added three penalties as 
the Scots recoiled in shock 
from the unexpected 
onslaught. 

They were only able to 
reply with a penalty kick by 
Blues pivot Dan Parks, 
despite the fact that Wales 
were reduced to 13 men 
when both Bradley Davies 
and Lee Byrne spent ten 
minutes in the ‘sin-bin’. 

This huge defensive dis¬ 
play, which must have 
warmed the cockles of 
defence coach Shaun 
Edwards’ heart, dominated a 
dour anti-climactic second 
half as Scotland stepped up 
their efforts, but still only 
managed a second penalty by 
the hapless Parks, who had 
an international match to 
forget. 

(Ironically, down the road 
his chief rival for the Blues 
outside half shirt, Ceri 
Sweeney, played a starring 
role for the Cardiff-based 
region with seven impeccable 
penalty kicks in the 26-15 
Magners League win over 
Glasgow Warriors). 

Meanwhile, Hook kept the 
scoreboard ticking over with 
two more penalties, before 
being replaced by Stephen 


Jones on 65 minutes. 

Four minutes later, that 
man Shane Williams sealed 
the victory by romping over 
for his 53rd record-breaking 
try, after a clever chip 
through by Jonathan Davies, 
who with co-centre Jamie 
Roberts had been at the 
heart of the midfield heroics. 

The latter said afterwards 
that the team would not be 
letting the win “go to our 
heads” as they now look for¬ 
ward to a Rome date with 
Italy next week, mindful of 
how near the Azurri came to 
a shock result at home to 
Ireland, who in turn ran the 
French so close with a 25-22 
nailbiter in Dublin on 
Sunday. 

On the other hand, Wales 
will surely be motivated not 
only by the Murrayfield 
result, but by England’s 59- 
13 trouncing of the Italians 
at Twickenham. 

With the confidence gained 
from a superb pack perform¬ 
ance against the Scottish 
eight, and growing self-belief 
among richly-talented backs 
led by Hook, Rome should 
hold no fears for a Welsh 
side determined to prove 
wrong certain English media 
pundits such as Paul 
Ackford, who have dismis- 
sively asserted that they are 
“rubbish”. 

(They seemingly forget 
that “rubbish” or not, only a 
converted try separated the 
two sides at the final whistle 
in Cardiff!) 

More importantly, Gotland’s 
top priority continues to be 
the drive for consistency and 
he will also be anxious to 
keep his team focused on the 
far bigger picture beyond the 
Six Nations - ie Rugby World 
Cup 2011. 


GEM sport 


The Ath under-13s thank 
sponsor for his support 



PORTHCAWL RFC 

18 

ABERCRAVE 

15 


Bryncethin 
overhaul early 
police lead 

South Wales Police RFC 7 v 
Bryncethin RFC 12 


BRIDGEND Athletic RFC under-13s are pictured with sponsor, Mr Chris Mordecai 
of Pen-y-Bont Financial Services. 

The whole squad would like to thank Chris for his support. 

A LATE TRY WINS THE 
GAME FOR PORTHCAWL 

PORTHCAWL won this Friday night fix¬ 
ture, pleased not only with the win but with 
the encouraging improved standard of 
play. 

However, it was Abercrave who started the scoring 
first. After following up a speculative chip ahead, they 
took advantage of a freakish bounce of the ball, which 
wrong-footed the Porthcawl defence, enabling their 
centre to cross between the posts to score a converted 
try. 

Porthcawl then ran the ball back at the away side 
and after good handling were awarded a penalty, con¬ 
verted by Nathan Townley. This was soon added to by 
a penalty kick, again from Townley. 

Both sides tried to run the ball in the wet conditions 
and despite some good tackles, particularly from 
Porthcawl’s stand-in captain Jon Rimmer, Abercrave 
managed to gain a converted penalty kick to take the 
scores at half time to 10-6 in their favour. 

From the kick-off, both sides used the ball well and 
several try-scoring chances were created by both 
sides, only to be thwarted by last-ditch defence. 

However, the deadlock was soon broken by an 
unconverted try wide out by Abercrave after some 
sustained pressure on the Porthcawl line. 

Porthcawl’s response was to pressurise the restart 
and try to gain possession in the Abercrave half. This 
they did, and from some deft handling from the back 
line, full-back Ben Clarke scampered over unopposed 
to score an unconverted try. 

This took the score to 11-15 with both sides play¬ 
ing an expansive game to try to score the match win¬ 
ning points. 

Then, cometh the hour cometh the man, in the form 
of Tevita Manaseitava, who took a simple scissors 
movement from Townley and crashed over the try line 
taking three defenders with him. Townley added the 
extra points to give the winning three-point margin. 

Porthcawl RFC are hoping to be able to re-register 
a youth team for next season, building on their suc¬ 
cessful under-16s side. In order to hit the start of next 
season running, they are looking to play a Youth fix¬ 
ture or two towards the end of this season against a 
similarly young team. 

Any teams interested should call team manager 
Paul Brown on 07875 349876. Previous members of 
Porthcawl Youth have been Tom Prydie and Ryan 
Bevington, (Welsh 6 Nations squad), Ricky Thomas, 

(Wales Sevens squad) and from the girls’ section, 

Shona Powell Hughes who has represented the Welsh 
women’s team. 

Any young players who would like to represent 
Porthcawl RFC should telephone Paul Brown to reg¬ 
ister their interest. 


SOUTH Wales 
Police RFC wel¬ 
comed Bryncethin 
to Waterton Cross 
for this rearranged 
fixture and started 
at a fast pace. 

The Police backs 
looked to attack at every 
opportunity given, and 
after some good play 
from lock Calum Rogers 
and prop Cory Evans, 
constant pressure saw 
No. 8 James Davies 
force his way over. The 
in-form Ryan Miles slot¬ 
ted over the extra two 
points. 

Bryncethin were now 
picking up the pace of 
the game and looked 
dangerous with ball in 
hand, their bigger pack 
were making good 
drives to put the Police 
under constant pressure. 

For the Police, the 
work rate of Karl 
Davies, Calum Rogers 
and Gary Money in the 
loose was brilliant. 

However, it was only 
a matter of time before 
Bryncethin hit back with 
a well deserved try. The 
conversion just missed. 


The Police still pres¬ 
sured the Bryncethin 
line, with the centre part¬ 
nership of Wil Alson and 
Miles looking danger¬ 
ous, and outside half 
Craig Davies looked to 
attack where possible 
and put runners into 
space. 

The Police had a 
chance to increase their 
lead, but a well-struck 
penalty from Miles hit 
the upright. 

With only minutes 
remaining, and with the 
Police under constant 
pressure, Bryncethin 
went over for a try which 
was well converted. 

The Police will 
review this game and 
look at missed opportu¬ 
nities, and poor decision 
making. They must 
learn how to close a 
game down and hold on 
to a lead that they 
deserved. 

Prominent for the 
Police were Chris Price, 
Lee Roderick, Sean Ellis 
and Stuart Elson. 

BS 
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To Book Your Tee Time Tel: 01446 781781 
I February Membership Promotion Further details on request. 


Sign up to our 
Monthly Newsletter 
to receive exclusive 
On-line Oilers 
Visit www golfwithus.com 
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